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Get a grip 


It is easy to present both sides of an argument when the ny views are 
diametrically opposed! When the news of the CSI’s verdict on the 
McLaren Spanish Grand Prix appeal was announced, we had only the bitter 
reaction (‘OK — so if we’re going to have free-formula Grand Prix racing, 
let’s have free-formula Grand Prix racing and stop messing about’”’) and 
the sweet (‘“‘Well, you know, of course I always said that McLarens had 
had a raw deal, I always thought the disqualification was ridiculous, and 
I’m very glad they’ve been reinstated’’). 

Those are both direct quotes from two of McLarens’ rival Formula 1 
team managers. So the F1CA itself seems to be as divided on this issue as 
therest of motor racing. 

Following the Spanish disqualification, we stated our view in an 
editorial, a view which is summed up by another quote from early this 
week, this time from a Formula 1 driver: ‘‘Whether you steal a penny or a 
thousand pounds, you're still a thief’. The Jarama-winning McLaren was 
illegal, period. We stand by this view, but our real beef.is with the 
weakness of the CSI, whose various inconsistencies allowed the situation 
to arise in the first place. 

That the penalty outweighed the offence in terms of severity has never 
been questioned. However, rules are made to be kept, Peta tog 
amended in the Sn of experience steadily gained. Last Monday, the 
stature of the CSI was further diminished as they admitted to a world 
eager to criticize that — even after considerable discussion with the FICA 
— they have been unable to produce a hard-and-fast set of rules with 
penalties to match. 

For the Formula 1 regulations which came into force the day before 
Spain were the result of a lengthy dialogue between the CSI and the FICA 


_last year. It is depressingly clear that the implementation of the detail 


aspects of their agreement (the responsibility, in the main, of the CSI) has 
not gone far enough. The Penske affair in France last Sunday illustrates ° 
this once again. 

Humiliatingly for motor racing, the about-turn decision of the CSI 
appeal body in Paris was announced the day after the disqualification of 
the new Penske at Ricard. The Penske, like the McLaren and the Ligier in 
Spain, was illegal. But its illegality depended on different interpretations, 
on the part of the CSI representatives at the circuit and an F1CA member 
team, of the method of measurement. A trivial matter — and, after 
Monday, there seems to be no way that the CSI can equitably fail to 
uphold the Penske appeal. 

That is an absurd situation. It is imperative that the F1CA and the CSI 
evolve a set of rules and penalties which are capable of standing up to all 
situations which might occur in the future. Those who control Grand Prix 
racing have made the laudable decision to produce regulations of this 
kind, but have fallen short in their ability to implement them. They need 
to get in there and get a grip. 


Race of the Year? 


Ferrari have not won a Grand Prix since May! Although (even after the 
CSI’s Spanish GP verdict) the World Championship points table can 
hardly be described as wide open, suddenly Formula 1 racing seems more 
interesting. With James Hunt the hero of last weekend, and Jody 
Scheckter the man who has lapped the new Brands Hatch circuit faster 
than anyone else in the Tyrrell six-wheeler, excitement is already building 
up towards the big day at Brands Hatch on Sunday week. It could be the 
race of the year. 

To mark the occasion, we are producing what we reckon will be the 
fullest guide to the Grand Prix you can Dw anywhere — a special 104-page 
issue of AUTOSPORT, which will include a 32-page John Player British 
Grand Prix supplement. It will feature Gunnar Nilsson and the JPS in full 
colour, details of all the cars and drivers, Pete Lyons’s verdicts on the 
season so far, and Jody Scheckter on how he laps Brands in the six- 
wheeler. Demand is sure to be heavy, so make sure today that your 
newsagent is going to keep a copy for you. 


next week 


Special 104-page issue including our 32-page complete spectator 
guide to the John Player. British Grand Prix (see above) — Full 
illustrated report of the Texaco Tour of Britain — The superbly 
contested European F2 Championship continues in Italy — Back- 
ground to the new British invasion of American USAC racing 
territory — Ford's all-new Fiesta mini-car — F5000 and Group 5 
double-header at Watkins Glen* 


cover picture 

Last Sunday and Monday, James Hunt added 18 points to his World 
Championship score with a fine victory in the French Grand Prix on 
Sunday, followed by a favourable outcome to the much-publicized 
Spanish GP appeal. Here Hunt's victorious McLaren is pursued by 
Clay Regazzoni’s Ferrari at Paul Ricard. Report: page 8. Photo: 
Phipps Photographic. 

*These items were correct at tne time of going to press. 


“Tt’s trivial” said one Formula 1 con- 
structor when we asked him for his 
opinion on the disqualification of 
John Watson from the French Grand 
Prix results last Sunday for having 
his rear wing end-plates infringe the 
stipulated 80cms overall height 
rulings. “Their case is exactly the 
same as Ligier’s and looked what 
happened in Paris on Monday.” 
Other team managers had varied 
opinions. The rabham team 
thought differently, it must be 
assumed, otherwise there was little 
point in protesting the Penske car at 
the end of the day, just when it 
seemed that the French scrutineers 
had had enough of the whole Moon 
and were prepared to let the car (an 
several of the others) through with a 
stamp of approval. “If McLaren 
and Ligier get away with it on 
Monday (they did) and Penske do the 
same, then I’m going to run with my 
rear wings two feet further back at 
Brands,” said another. “I can only 
en ag and say ‘sorry’ if someone 
objects. Rules are rules.’’ Some team 
managers had even changed their 
minds about the Hunt/Spain 
incident, having had time to think 
about it. Many had come out in 
sympathy for James and felt that 

atson was the ‘bad boy’ now. And 
yet, when the facts were explained to 
some others, it was only then that 
they realised the trivia of it all. 


Over the limit 


We talked at great length with 
Heinz Hofer, team manager at 
Penske Cars about the matter which 
saw them lose an excellent third 
place. We also talked to various 
other people and this, from what we 
can ascertain, is what happened. 

We must all remember that when 
the Spanish controversy first flared 
up, it was the constructors them- 
selves who had wished for tighter 
scrutineering. Perhaps some had felt 
others were trying to get away with 
things on the blind side. In many 
respects, it was the CSI themselves 
who were forced into tightening up 
their already complicated rulings. 
What had happened it seems, is that 
the rules in the FIA “yellow book” 
are more confusing than ever. 

Watson’s car was the first to be 
scrutineered after the race. At 
Ricard, the officials had installed a 
very complicated measuring device 
which resembled a garage pit-cum- 
setting up plate. The car was put on 
this so that the bottom level of the 
monocoque (the jths inch skid plates 
taken into consideration) lay flat. 


Keegan gets 


Just five weeks after they unveiled 
their striking new Adrian Reynard- 
designed Hawke Formula 3 car, 
Mike Keegan’s British Air Ferries 
team have bought a brand new 
Chevron B34 for Rupert Keegan, the 
current leader of the BP Super Visco 
series, to use in the remaining 
rounds this year starting with the 
British Grand Prix next week. Many 
may feel this is surprising news but 
as far as Keegan is concerned, it is a 
sensible attempt to maintain the 
form he showed earlier this season 
with his elderly ex-works March 743. 

The Hawke has been undergoing 
extensive testing and development 
of late but the team obviously feel 
there is a risk in allowing Keegan to 
race it, should he not achieve the 
results that have come to be 
expected of him this season. Now 
that his arch-rival, works March 
driver, Bruno Giacomelli is in a win- 
ning groove with his 763 chassis, the 
team’s current March is feeling the 
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a 
Watson’s Penske ‘illegal’ 


— thrown out at Ricard 


Then a measurement was taken (as 
are the current rules) from the 
bottom of the chassis to the top of 
the rear wing (the uppermost point 
of the war), Sante eeibed was in 
charge and immediately said there 
wasn't any way this car could pass 
as it was over the limit. 

The Penske team argued the point 
and the car was taken off and put 
aside. On went the Tyrrell of Patrick 
Depailler. This too failed but after 
peter Appréacteng two hours of 
constant bickering, it was explained 
to the scrutineers that the wing 
may have been distorted during the 
race and that accounted for one side 
being lower than the other. The end 
result was that a (compromise!) 
measurement was taken fom the 
centre of the wing and the car 
passed. 

On went James Hunt’s winning 
McLaren. Again it looked as if it was 
going to bea close call. It was at that 
stage that the scrutineers decided to 
change the rules to the new regula- 
tions that had only just been given 
clearance by the CSI Bureau two 
days beforehand (Friday). That was 
90cms from the ground to the top of 
the car. 

This was a new ruling brought in 
after the F1CA had discussed the 
matter among themselves recently 
and found the 80cms rule too 
restrictive. The 90cms rule allows 


the rollover bar to protrude beyond 
this while although the top of the air- 
box orifice must be within 90cms, 
the top of its cowl can be as high as 
95cms. This was to replace the 
current system which measures an 
80cms line from the lowest point of 
the chassis to the highest point. 
What also has to be taken into 
account with the new 90cms rulings 
is that a car sits differently on full 
fuel tanks and with a driver aboard. 
A car can also settle a little on its 
springs while race tyres, after a lon 
race, deflate slightly as they cool off. 
It’s so difficult to police, so in some 
ways, there has to be some form of 
leeway. 

The infringement affecting the 
Penske car was a matter of 1}cms 
and that was because the leading top 
edge of the end plates was too high. 

& back on went Hunt’s McLaren 
with 90cms the new ruling. The car 
= by “half a centimetre or so”. 

n went the Brabham-Alfa of Carlos 
Pace. That car passed quite easily, 
74cms being the margin, so we hear. 
Then a stumbling block. 

Quite rightly, John Player Team 
Lotus Pa Shadow queried this 
switch from 80cms to 90cms because 
their cars wouldn’t pass the latter. 
Although the distance between the 
bottom of the monocoque and the 
rear wing is within 80cms, the type 
77s run with a high ride height which 


The Penske PC4 comes under the scrutineering “hammer” at Ricard last 


Sunda 


F3 Chevron 


strain and the Hawke _ still 
awaiting its final seal of approval, 
the way was clear to purchase a 
potential race-winning chassis. 

In the B34 series Chevron, Rupert 
feels he will have a car that can 
certainly stay on terms with his 
rivals and, hopefully, beat them. It’s 
a proven chassis as Riccardo Patrese 
has shown in Europe this year, while 
Geoff Lees has already shown its 
potential over here, despite having 
only raced it once. 

Keegan, in fact, tried Lees’ car up 
at Oulton Park last Thursday. 
Taking care to mind someone else’s 
engine and chassis, Keegan lapped 
on the sixty-second mark, achieving 
a best of 60.4s which is outside the 
lap record held by Danny Sullivan 
from last year at 59.8s. However, 
Rupert ora himself: extremely 
happy with the car. “It’s the easiest 
car I've ever driven” he said, ‘‘mind 
you I haven’t driven many cars!” 

Keegan will use his venerable 


March 748 (for the last time?) at 
Oulton Park’s BP round this week- 
end and the new Chevron a week 
later at Brands. The Hawke will 
continue to be developed and, when 
it proves competitive, a decision will 
be taken as to whether Keegan will 
race it. 


Rupert Keegan — switch over. 


meant that they failed to pass the 
90cms mark. 

Confusion. More time lost. 

During all this, the Penske car 
went back onto this ‘’plate” which, 
in order for their equipment to work 

roperly at right angles, raises the 

ont of the car (all racing cars run 
with the nose lower to the ground 
than the rear) so that, even with the 
front wheels off the ground, the 
bottom line of the car is horizontal. 


Wheels in the air 


Now in the case of the Penske, as 
the front of the car was tipped up, 
the rear tip of the wing ion ped 
below 80cms but the end pices, 
which are fitted horizontally into 
place onto the end of the wing while 
in racing trim (ie with a nose-down 
attitude), were tipped backwards 
fractionally and the leading top 
edges infringed the limits. Hofer 
admits that they hadn’t taken this 
into consideration, but that this rule 
seemed ludicrous as the cars don’t 
race with their front wheels in the 
air! 

Ona second check, the scrutineers 
found the car 1cm lower, but still }cm 
over the limit. There’s talk that they 
found traces of tampering with the 
wing support (after all the car had 
been back to its truck having once 
been cleared) but a Goodyear tyre 
technician PHOUEAE up the point 
about tyres cooling and deflating. 
There was also talk of the McLaren 
team actually swapping over their 
end plates. “There were so many 
bes ¢ in that scrutineering bay” 
said Hofer, ‘“‘you could have changed 
an engine and no one would have 
noticed.” 

Just when it looked as if every- 
thing would be resolved, a protest 
was lodged by the Brabham team 
(admittedly Bernie Ecclestone was 
absent, having hurt himself in a fall) 
that, by the “yellow” rule book, the 
Penske was infringing therules. 

Technically it was, Hofer admits 
that. But whether by having to pull 
the front wheels off the cate in 
order to prove that, it deserves dis- 

ualification, is another matter. 

rabham obviously feel it is; after 
all, they’ve spent a lot of time and 
money making sure their cars are 
within the regulations. Perhaps 
Hunt’s reinstatement as winner of 
the Spanish Grand Prix, which drops 
both Brabham-Alfas a place in the 
first six, will have something to do 
with theoutcome. 

The matter is obviously not over 
yet. 


Spa effort 


Hoping for a good chance of 
success at this year’s Spa- 
Francorchamps 24 Hour touring car 
race on July 25 is Holman Blackburn 
in his Hermetite-backed Ford Capri 
3000. Holman has received addi- 
tional support for the event from 
UFO Jeans and he will be partnered 
by local Belgian ace Rene Tricot 
who, himself, has a good a record. 
Interestingly enough, Blackburn’s 
Capri will have one of Racin 
Services’ latest (the first, in fact 
ukka G2 3-litre V6 engines (not a 
GA series) which, in the current 
European G2 trim, is producing 
around 300bhp. 


The engine features strengthened 
valve gear, ays | other modifica- 
tions, and Racing Services expect to 
extract another 20bhp from it in due 
course. The project was first started 
last October when the Twickenham- 
based company was asked by Ford 
to assist in developing such a 
project. 
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Hunt and McLaren win their Sullivan’s F2 Modus 
Spanish GP appeal 


A statement (in telex form) issued by 
Jean-Jacques Freville, Secretary 
General of the FIA, on Tuesday of 
this week stated that “the inter- 
national court of appeal convened on 
July 5, 1976, on the premises of the 
Fédération Internationale de l’Auto- 
mobile, and rendered its decision on 
the affair of the Spanish Grand 
Prix,” 

“The exclusion incurred by the 
McLaren car ... driven by James 
Hunt, who had won the event, was 
annulled, with all the consequences 
that this measure entails.’’ Concern- 
ing the Ligier-Matra of Jacques 
Laffite, which had also been dis- 

ualified from the results of the 
Spanish GP for miniscule technical 
infringement, ‘‘an identical decision 
was taken.” Both teams were fined 
$3000 apiece. 

The statement continued that “the 
motivation adopted is based on the 
fact that the dimensions for the over- 
all width of the McLaren and the 
overhang of the Ligier Miabea were 
observed to be only minimally in 
excess in relation to the standards 
which had then only lately taken 
effect on May 1, 1976”, the day 
before the event. 

We spoke to McLaren boss Teddy 
Mayer on Tuesday who, apart from 
naturally feeling very happy and 
relieved that the matter was over, 
was extremely helpful in outlining 
how the days proceedings went, 
which, in his words were “very well 
after the fiasco in Spee. They made 
you feel that you hadn’t a chance. As 
for Monday’s hearing, they were 
extremely impartial. You had no idea 
whether they were for or against 
you. There were no vibrations at all 
and they obviously hadn’t prejudged 
the matter at all.” ‘Mayer praised, in 
particular, the French girl translator 
who “was ace” in dealing with the 
difficulties (especially in this 
particular case) of technical matters. 

The “jury” comprised a Major- 
General from the Finnish army, a 
Swiss and an Italian lawyer, an 


American and a Belgian. None of 
them had anything to do with motor 
sport. Present throughout the hear- 
ing was the FIA’s legal advisor and 
the joint McLaren/RAC lawyer. 

Five witnesses were on hand for 
McLaren’s case, the Ligier-Matra 
case being dealt with separately. 
Kurt Schilds, President of the CSI’s 


technical sub-committee was 
questioned first for “about forty-five 
minutes”. Then followed ayer, 


James Hunt, Colin Chapman (from 
Team Lotus) and Dean Delamont (of 
the RAC), each being cross examined 
“for about ten minutes each”. 

The hearing continued into 


James Hunt — two “wins”. 


Monday afternoon, although the 
witnesses had left by lunchtime. It 
wasn’t until Mayer had returned 
home to England by 7pm that 
evening that he heard the news, 
Associated Press in Paris having 
already informed team manager 
Alistar Caldwell. 

So James Hunt made a piece of 
history by winning “two” races in 
twenty-four hours. For the Ligier 
team, there was also reason to 
celebrate. For the Penske team, still 
smarting under their unfortunate 
episode at Ricard on Sunday, there 
was hope. 


Single Wolf-Williams in F1 


While all the attention in the Grand 
Prix world seems to be focused on 
James Hunt’s McLaren, Jacques 
Laffite’s Ligier-Matra and John 
Watson’s Penske, Frank Williams 
has taken the opportunity to tell us 
that the Walter Wolf Racing team 
will only be running one car from 
now on, certainly until the Italian 
Grand Prix at Monza in September. 
“We're reorganizing and retrench- 
ing”, Williams told us on Tuesday of 
this week. So, starting at the British 
Grand Prix at Brands Hatch next 
week, the team will be only running 
one car for lead driver Jacky Ickx. 
Frenchman Michel Leclere, who 
has done such a splendid job for a 
team which has been having untold 
[gee ag this season, is the man hit 
y this decision, although Frank 
wishes to stress that the decision 
taken in no way reflects upon 
Leclere’s driving. His performances 
in F2 this year underline that fact 
quite categorically. 
While running one car for Ickx, 
who hasn’t exactly shone (failing to 
ualify at Long Beach, Zolder and 
onaco), it is thought that the Wolf- 
Williams team is in the process of 
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building a new car to replace the 
existing FW05 (née Hesketh 308C 
design), penned of course by Harvey 
Postlethwaite. Perhaps it will be 
seen at Monza. 


More Fl 
rides for Neve 


Following his drive in the Ensign at 
Paul Ricard last week (due to the en- 
forced absence of Amon), Patrick 
Neve is to have more drives for the 
team. It is expected that the young 
Belgian will do four Grands Prix in 
the old Ensign N174, campaigned by 
Amon early in the year, and recently 
raced by Guy Edwards and John 
Lepp in Ultramar colours in British 
races. 

Neve is down to drive a Norman 
Reeves-entered G2 Capri in the Spa 
24 Hours (sharing with Brian Muir). 
Strangely enough, the Spa entry list 
also has Patrick down to share an 
Autodelta Alfetta GT with Claude 
Crespin! The Capri looks more 
likely... 


“Happy? I’m tickled pink”. That 
was AR reaction of American Danny 
Sullivan who, having finished equal 
second in last year’s BP Super Visco 
Formula 3 Championship with Alex 
Ribeiro and just behind winner (and 
his good friend) Gunnar Nilsson, has 
done just one race this year, an F2 
outing organised by _ Rapid 
Movements in Japan. Sullivan was 
happy at the thought of racing once 
again on a fulltime basis for he has 
been able to organise a drive in the 
works Modus Formula 2 team 
starting at Mugello in Italy this 
weekend. 

Ironically enough, it was Sullivan 
who brought this Watton-based 
team much of its success last year 
(although the lion’s share was down 
to the late Tony Brise), driving their 
works F3 car in the above-mentioned 
BP series. Modus Cars had hoped to 
continue with Sullivan this year in 
Formula Atlantic but the un- 
certainty of the British series and 
the withdrawal of Rapid Movements 
(who looked likely to back Sullivan 
after their run with Nilsson last 
season) forced the project to be 
dropped. This left the Kentucky Kid 
virtually high and dry. 

His inclusion in the Formula 2 


Ensign’s Bank 


Following their one-off sponsorship 
of Ronnie Peterson’s March at 
Anderstorp, First National City will 
sponsor Chris Amon’s works Ensign 

176 at the John Player Grand Prix 
at Brands Hatch. For the financially 
hard-pressed Walsall outfit, this is 
good news indeed. It is known that 
the American company have been 
talking to Mo Nunn for some weeks. 
If all goes well at Brands, one 
wonders if there could be further 
Citibank support for the team later 
in the season. 


Conny tries it 


If Chevron Cars can smile at the 
thought of a satisfied customer in 
Rupert Keegan, then they’ve also 
done an excellent sales job with 
Swedish F3 star Conny Andersson 
who was also at Oulton Park last 
week to try the Geoff Lees semi- 
works car along with Keegan. 

Andersson, who is currently lying 
second to Riccardo Patrese in the 
European F3 Championship, was 
particularly anxious to find out the 
secrets of the B34 so that he could 
compare them with his semi-works 
March 763. Chevron Cars were very 
generous in allowing a “rival” to try 
the car. Andersson, like Keegan, was 
cautious, lapping in 60.3s (Lees 
eventually got down to 60s flat), but 
found the car “completely different” 
from his March. “It seems very soft 
in the suspension. I think Patrese 
has his car set up much harder” said 
the Swede. Chevron’s Dave Wilson 
later disputed this, saying that he 
felt it was because the B34 slides far 
easier than the’ March that 
Andersson thought this. “It’s like a 
Brabham”, continued Conny, “‘it’s 
very exact when you turn the steer- 
ing wheel.” On reflection, the Swede 
felt that there was some work to be 
done on the 763 chassis and he would 
be carrying out some tests over here 
in England with the factory prior to 
the Grand Prix event. ‘“‘We must do 
some work, perhaps on Andersson 
the driver!” he quipped. 


team comes at a time when the team 
needs a great morale booster as they 
have been struggling all season to 
ualify with the current car and 
river, the young 23-year-old Ian 
Grob. 

A decision was taken after the 
recent F2 race at Hockenheim where, 
(after recent testing by Brian 
Henton), Grob was unfortunate in 
failing to qualify the car once more, 
that Sullivan could try a modified 
Atlantic chassis in F2 trim. Grob 
was due to test this car at Snetterton 
earlier this week and, if everything 
went satisfactorily, then the car 
would be taken out to Mugello along 
with the existing M7 design which 
Sullivan will drive. 

Sullivan has yet to try the Hart- 
powered M7 (which, funnily enough, 
is loosely based on last year’s 
successful Atlantic design), but 
there are two days of unofficial 
—s at Mugello prior to 
Saturday’s official practice. 

Although both cars will carry the 
support of Sphere Drake Insurance 
(as Grob’s usually does), Sullivan’s 
car will have additional support from 
Zeppelin Jeans, an Italian company 
who backed him in F3 towards the 
end of last season. 


Patrese 
in F2? 


Riccardo Patrese to make his 
Formula 2 debut at Mugello this 
weekend? It’s a distinct possibility, 
providing terms can be arranged be- 
tween Fred Opert (who’s per be, up 
a at agg | ta B35) and Bino 
Trivellato, Patrese’s Italian entrant. 
Chevron Cars themselves would like 
to help in the deal, but it all depends 
on finance. 

The opportunity has come about 
because neither Juan Cochesa nor 
Jose Dolhem (Opert’s regular F2 
drivers) are —— to be going to 
the Italian race. Cochesa has yet to 
return from his native Venezuela, 
having failed to qualify at Hocken- 
heim, while Dolhem has been dis- 
appointed with his performances of 
late and it is reported that finances 
area little tight here. 

One thing is certain. Hans Meier, 
the former Austrian FF ace, will be 
driving one of the Chevrons this 
weekend in Opert colours and, if all 
goes well, then Meier may see the 
season out. 

The Austrian’s F2 efforts to date 
started with a works-loaned Surtees 
TS15 late last year (run by Space 
Racing) while this year, he has also 
struggled in a March 752. Perhaps 
anee er change of chassis will do the 
trick. 


@ Seen appearing before the ITV 


World of Sport outside broadcast 
cameras at Cadwell Park’s 
picturesque Lincolnshire circuit 


recently was Tony Dron in the 
Unipart Formula 3 March-Dolomite 
763. Apparently the lanky Dron was 
seen to G coaching World of oon 
programme presenter Dickie Davies 
who, during the course of the day, 
actually lowered himself in the 
March's cockpit and had a whirl 
himself. “It’s very fast and 
responsive for its size,’’ said Davies, 
“and frightening at times. I don’t 
think I’d like to bry any bigger 


formula than that.” 


3 


Mere t—(<it*i‘s‘ 


Needell gets F3 Safir drive 


Tiff Needell, who is currently lying 
second in the i Polymer 
Formula Ford 2000 series, is, at last, 
moving up into Formula 3 for the 
remainder of the season, although he 
will, of course, maintain his FF2000 
commitment to Hawke, for whom he 
is works driver with the Mac 
McKinstry-entered car. 

Needell, who is a civil engineer for 
Wimpey by profession, will be 
driving the works Safir F3 car in all 
the remaining and Shell 
ey, rounds, starting at 
Oulton Park this coming Saturday. 

It was first thought that Richard 
Morgan was favourite to get the 
drive, although it must be remember- 
ed that before the untimely death of 
Safir designer Ray Jessop earlier 
this year, both Needell and Geoff Lees 
(who now runs an F3 Chevron) and 
British Formula Vee champion Ian 
Flux had tested the car and one of 
these looked likely to take over from 
where Patrick Neve left off last year. 

With the passing of Jessop, Safir 


naturally suffered a recession but 
Peter are (one of the two 
partners in t 


company) was able to 


Emerson F. 
at Selfridges 


Jackie Stewart uses Rolex watches, 
while Emerson Fittipaldi, it seems, 
refers the less exotic Timex brand. 
e Brazilian twice World Champion 
will be making a special appearance 
at mre mae departmental store in 
London’s Oxford Street on Wednes- 
day, July 15, between 12 and 1 pmto 
romote the range of Timex watches 
earinghisname. _ 

Members of the public and motor 
racing enthusiasts will have the 
chance to meet him, when he will 
sign autographs in the Jewellery 
Department on the ground floor. 

‘o mark the occasion, Selfridges 
will have on sale a choice of two 
Timex-Emerson Fittipaldi sports 
watches — one priced at £9.50 anda 
special Quartz model at £29.00. 


@ Cosworth Engineering are 
thought to be considering an Opel- 
engined Formula 2 project using the 
current General Motors 2-litre 4- 
valve per on Hh engine, now in 
rally use with the Kadett 1900. 


catchpole 


ITS GOOD To SEE THAT. 
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pull it through and work continued 
on the team’s new F3 car, essentially 
a revised version of last year’s 
successful machine. 


Having used Holbay-tuned Ford 
Pinto and twin-cam derivatives for 
last season and much of this season’s 
testing, a brand new Novamotor 
Toyota engine was purchesed but, 
due to a delay in crankshaft delivery 
from Novamotor’s Italian factory, 
appearance of the new car has been 
delayed (as was Lees in his new 
Chevron) until quite recently. 

With Neve and Lees in attendance, 
Needell drove the new Toyota- 
powered car at Silverstone last week, 
getting down to some good times 
just outside the record. Neve, who 
used to excel with his car on this 
circuit last year, was fractionally 
slower while Lees, as a comparison, 
more or less equalled Needell's time. 

This is indeed a big break for 
Needell who, earlier this year, was 
rumoured to be doing lots of things 
following some of his runaway 
FF2000 victories, all of which 
eventually cameto nothing. 


Alpine D-Day 


Friday, July 15, is the new D-Day for 
the turbocharged Alpine-Renault 
Formula 1 project. That is the day 
when the Mcp that be at Regie 
Renault will decide whether they feel 
that the turbocharged F1 project on 
which their eee engineers have 
been working for the last three years 
is to receive full backing from the 
State-subsidized company as a going 
concern. 

Until then, the car, which has been 
tested by Jean-Pierre Jabouille at 
Dijon, Jarama, the Michelin test 
track at Clermont Ferrand and, more 
recently, at Paul Ricard, will remain 
“behind locked doors”. An unofficial 
comment from an Alpine spokesman 
said he was “90 per cent confident” 
that the all-clear would be given. 


@ Following his second place in the 
latest round of the French “Group 
1” touring car race at Rouen last 
week, former Grand Prix star Jean- 
Pierre Beltoise retains his lead in the 
national championship driving his 
BMW 3.0 CSi. Second is another 
CSi, driven by Guy Frequelin, while 
Rene Metge’s works-blessed 
Leet ge Dolomite Sprint lies third 
overall. 


Demon DFVs 


on the way? 


Does a special Cosworth Ford DFV 
exist? It’s a question that’s often 
asked, especially when one particular 
driver runs away with a Grand Prix. 
Jackie Stewart used to be the focal 
point of this argument but so far this 
year, there hasn’t been much of an 
ep hor vanity to see “that special 
DFV”. 


However, while Ferrari have been 
steamrollering their way to victory 
after victory (apart from the last two 
races), hands haven’t been idle up at 
Cosworth’s Northampton  work- 
shops. Although the company’s 
employees have yet to be officially 
informed of Ford’s recently publi- 
cised injection of £} to develop a 
new V8 engine, we hear that two 
experimental units were put on the 
dynonometer late last week. They 
had modifications to the cylinder 
heads, a special combustion chamber 
and special pistons. 

All these mods were in an effort to 
increase the horsepower further still. 
However, we are reliably informed 
that they weren’t effective. 

There is also talk that, at this 
present time, two Grand Prix drivers 
are using particularly good 
Cosworth engines developing around 
the 483bhp mark. One is thought to 
be Ronnie Peterson and, judging by 
his performance at Ricard on 
Sunday, our sources may well be 
right. 


Billy’s 
progress 


Susan Gubelmann would like to 
thank everyone concerned in helpin 
to free her husband from his wreck 
car at Mallory Park on Sunday, June 
27, in particular the marshals, 
doctors and St. John’s Ambulance 
Brigade personnel. “I am happy to 
report to all those who have made 
enquiries that Billy is steadily 
improving in Leicester Royal 
Infirmary, and I would also like to 
thank all those who have helped me 

ersonally since the accident,’’ said 
Mrs. Gubelmann. 


— 


MARLBORO McLAREN HAVE RELEASED 
HUNT FOR THE TEXACO TOUR... 


¥ 
Divina Galica — GP entry. 


Divina at 
the JP GP 


Among the 31 accepted entries for 
the John Player Grand Prix of Great 
Britain at Brands Hatch next week 
is none other than Divina Galica. Al- 
though this wasn’t confirmed as we 
went to press on Tuesday, we gather 
that moves are afoot to try and get 
Miss Galica (currently lying fourth 
in the ShellSport European 5000 
series) into a Surtees TS19 but we 
understand that the Edenbridge 
concern isn’t in a position to supply 
her with acar. 

They have two TS19s already 
entered for Alan Jones and Brett 
Lunger while Henri Pescarolo is also 
entered (admittedly a reserve) in his 
TS19. Miss Galica, who, we under- 
stand, isn’t a reserve, will bravely 
try and attempt to qualify her 
existing two-year-old TS16 which 
she has used to good effect in 5000 
races so far this year. 


Rouen’s 1000 Kms 


TheParis 1000Kms, atraditional non- 
championship sports car race which 
used to be held at Montlhery in 
conjunction with the French Motor 
Show, has been revived once again. 

As in 1973, the race will be held at 
the Rouen-les-Essarts circuit, just 80 
miles or so from Paris, and it will be 
open to the Group 5 (silhouette) and 
G6 epotepeseenres classes. The 
date: October 10. 


by Barry Foley 
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No Patrese at Brands? 


While there’s controversy’ in 
Formula 1, there’s also controversy 
in Formula 3. Admittedly on a far 
lesser scale, it involves Riccardo 
Patrese, the 21-year-old (not 23 as we 
stated last week) Italian who cur- 
rently leads the European F3 Cham- 
pionship in his Chevron B34. 

Patrese wants to come over to 
Brands Hatch to race in the Formula 
8 race at the British Grand Prix next 
weekend. The problem is that he 
didn’t send in an entry by the closing 
date which was June 18. The only 
communiqué the RAC have had from 
his team was a cable on June 30 
which arrived at Belgrave Square on 
July 1, ‘fifteen days too late’. A 
telex would have been acceptable but 
a cable is not. Apparently you have 
to back it up by sending a written 
intention of entry on the same day. 

“That’s the problem with the 
Italians” said Chevron’s Dave 
Wilson, ‘‘they’re so vague. They’ve 
obviously decided at the last minute 


Jarier stays 
put just now 


So Jean-Pierre Jarier drove one of 
Don Nichols’ AVS Shadow Formula 
1 cars after all at last Sunday’s 
French Grand Prix. Apparently, we 
hear that the Frenchman was confi- 
dent his contractual obligations to 
Shadow wouldn’t prevent his joining 
Jacques Laffite in the Ligier-Matra 
team. 

According to reports, both 
Shadow boss Nichols and Jack 
Oliver (who was thought to be a 
likely replacement if Jarier defected), 
were confident that Jarier wouldn’t 
be seen anywhere near a Ligier come 
official practice. They were right too. 

hile lawyers in neighbouring 
Toulon were primed and at the 
ready, Guy Ligier (patron of the 
atriotic Pieoch team) surveyed 
arier’s contract and dismissed the 
idea of the Frenchman driving for 
him. For the time being at least. 

Without showing any sign of dis- 
appointment (frustration perhaps), 
Jarier drove his DN5 hard and fast 
in both race and practice, although 
his efforts when taking part in the 
Marlboro/Goodyear “Pit Stop” 


competition left a lot to be desired. 
Typical Jarier, many would say. 


to come over (as has Gianfranco 
Brancatelli) and thought that 
because he was the European cham- 
pionship leader, they’s have no 
a, Unfortunately the RAC 

on’t quite see it that way. Closing 
dates are closing dates. At this 
moment Barry Bland, on behalf of 
MRC, is trying to get Patrese into 
the race. The problem is that out of 
over 70 entries, the RAC have only 
accepted a field of 36 starters plus 
six reserves. They could have 
accepted everyone and run four 
separate < tepag S5, sessions but we 
gather the F1CA requests for 
adequate F'1 practice put paid to this 
idea. As one person suggested, ‘‘no 
doubt the RAC are more worried 
about how they’re going to pay the 
Formula 1 Constructors rather than 
this bloke Patrese.” 

Whatever happens, if Patrese does 

et an entry, someone isn’t going to 

too happy. As for our view... . 


Pesenti-Rossi 
in Fl Tyrrell 
for Brands? 


Reports from both Italy and France 
suggest that Italian Formula 2 and 
Formula 3 March driver, Allesandro 
Pesenti-Rossi, has purchased an ex- 
works Tyrrell 007 series chassis and 
hopes to enter it in the remainin 
European Grands Prix, startin with 
the British race at Brands Hatch 
next week. 

The car has been bought with the 
help of Gulf petroleum in Italy who, 
for the past couple of seasons, have 
backed this quick and _ under- 
estimated Italian in F2 and F3. A 
brand new Cosworth Ford DFV 
engine has been purchased while the 
Tyrrell team will help with initial 
sorting and technical problems. 

Pesenti-Rossi, rugged in looks, 
hails from Bergamo in Northern 
Italy. He started racing in Formula 
Ford back in 1970 and progressed to 
F3 a year later. For the last two 
seasons he’s contested F2 with the 
occasional race in F3, winning the 
be See 3 round of the Italian 
championship earlier this year. 


Moet winner 


Most people caught a cold with their 
forecasts for last Sunday’s French 
Grand Prix. Inevitably, the majority 
of votes in the Moet et Chandon com- 
petition went to Lauda, with 
Regazzoni, Scheckter, Depailler, 
Amon, Andretti and Laffite next up. 
Only four of you voted for Hunt, and 
P. Childe of Stourport-on-Severn 
came out best, although he was opti- 
mistic by a couple of mph on the 
winner’s average speed (115.84 
against 117.14mph). 

Itis now time for Brands Hatch. It 
is not easy to give you any help here, 
for the circuit has been altered this 
year. At a cold Race of Champions, 
Hunt’s McLaren averaged 
107.96mph, and that’s all you have to 
go on. As usual, however, there is a 
magnum of Moet et Chandon for 
someone, so send your entries (post- 
card, please) to AUTOSPORT Edi- 
torial, 5462 Regent Street, London 
WIA 2YJ. 


vacecard RPE EIS 


Yarborough 
beats the 
Silver Fox 


Cale Yarborough celebrated 
America’s bi-centennial birthday in a 
typical Fourth of July style by 
winnin the Firecracker 400 
ag R Grand ee snp Be 
the Daytona superspeedway st 
Sunday. For Vertiwoush, it was his 
fourth win of the year in this, the 
16th round of the long (30-race) 
NASCAR GN series. Yarborough 
was able to extend his series points 
lead still further over enny 
Parsons, while life has turned sour 
for reigning champion Richard Petty 
who, just when he looked likely to be 
ettng into a good run, failed to 
inish. 

Pole went to a certain Antony 
Joseph Foyt in his Gilmore 
Chevrolet Chevelle at around 
183mph. (Readers will remember 
that Foyt got the pole for the 
Daytona 500 classic back in 
February, but was found to have an 
illegal car and was forced to start 
from the back of his qualifying heat. 
Foyt wasn’t too happy about that, 
and threatened to quit NASCAR 
there and then. Time is a great 
healer!). 

Yarborough qualified alongside 
Foyt and, in his Holly Farms 
Chevelle, aye the early lead dice 
along with the Mercury Cyclones of 
David Pearson (who had qualified 
seventh) and Bobby Allison (who 
had qualified fifth). 

An early yellow came out when 
Buddy Baker’s Norris Ford Torino 
blew its engine, and the ensuing oil 
slick caused a seven-car shunt. 
Another early causalty was Darrell 
Waltrip’s Gatorade Chevelle. 


SHELLSPORT 
EUROPEAN 5000 
CHAMPIONSHIP (G8) 


Drivers 


David Purley 
Damien Magee 
Keith Holland 
Divina Galica 
Richard Scott 
Bill Gubelmann 
Mike Wilds 

Val Musetti 
Alan Jones 
Tony Rouff 

etc 
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RAC 2-LITRE 
SPORTS CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP (G6) 


Snetterton 


Drivers 
John Lepp 
lain McLaren 
Bob Marsland 
Sid Marler 
Robin Smith 
Richard Sutherland* 
_ Smith 


% 
hi ste 


* deceased 


INTERSERIE 

SUPER SPORTS 

CHAMPIONSHIP (G6/7) 
Drivers Class Nat 

1 Robin Smith Div2 GB 
Charly Schirmer Div2 CH 

3 Peter Hoffmann Divl OD 
Martin Raymond Divl GB 
Helmut Bross Div2 D 

6 Ernst Kraus Divl OD 
Kurt Hild Divl D 

8 Lothar Schorg Divi A 
Gunter Egermann Divl A 
Walter Baltisser Div2 CH 
Herbert Muller Div2 CH 
Norbert Przbilla Div2 D 


| moun! S Silverstone 


Cale Yarborough — series leader. 


Foyt was unable to match his 
practice pace because of handling 
problems, while Petty, after running 
with the leaders (although not 
totally in contention), had his STP 
Dodge’s engine expire on lap 126 of 
this 160-lap event. 

The lead dice continued between 
Yarborough, Allison and Pearson, 
and it was only after the second 
acon of the race (brought out 26 
aps from the end when Janet 
Guthrie spun her Chevelle) that Cale 
was able to pull clear from the trio, 
eventually winning by 8s. Pearson 
was also able to keep up his good run 


of late, sling-shotting _ past 
Allison’s Penske/CAM2 Mercury on 
the last lap. 


Fourth, a lap down having had to 
contend with a torn tyre as well as 

or handling, was Foyt, while a 

rther two laps down were Coo-Coo 
Marlin (Chevelle) and Dave Marcis 
(K & K Dodge). Seventh was 
Parsons, aescthar ian adrift. 

As for Miss Guthrie, whe finished 
15th despite her spin, 13 laps behind 
Yarborough. 
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Rae Oe racecard 


Pironi’s FSR run ends 


Hard to believe, but last weekend, 
there was a Formule Super Renault 
race yy the French Grand 
Prix at Paul Ricard), and Didier 
Pironi, victorious in the last eight 
races, did not win it! Nor was he on 
the pole, that being taken by Dany 
Snobeck’s similar Martini. 

When the flag fell, however, Pironi 
put things to rights, seizing the lead 
at once, only to slow dramatically 
three hundred yards later with plu 
trouble. As Snobeck took command, 
Pironi struggled round that first lap 
to make it back to the pits. He re- 
joined in 34th, and last, position. 

At the front, Snobeck led from 
Sourd, Dallest, Ethuin, Saulnier, 
Ragnotti and Alain Cudini, this 
bunch being reduced from seven to 
five when Saulnier hit Ragnotti, 
both cars retiring. And now ‘udini 
began to make his move, the Lola 
driver picking off the Martinis ahead 
of him to such good effect that, by 
lap nine, he had get by Snobeck and 
was in the lead. Dany was not about 


Magic Monza 


Al Holbert, driving his Chevrolet 
Monza GT, put himself into the 
American history books by winnin 
the Paul Revere 250 IMSA/Came 
GT race which, like the NASCAR 
event, was held at Daytona last 
Sunday. 


History books? Well, this race was 
run entirely at night and it started at 
exactly one minute past midnight, 
making it the first sporting occasion 
of America’s third century. Paul 
Revere, after whom the race is 
named, is not a pop singer (without 
his Raiders!) but the American War 
of Independence hero who rode to 
warn his fellow-countrymen of the 
attacking English. 


History lesson over. Down to 
racing. 

Holbert totally dominated the 
event, the halfway mark in this 
zoor's IMSA series. He put his 

onza on the pole, about 1s slower 
than John Greenwood’s _ best 
ractice time in his Chevrolet 
orvette set earlier this year. 
Holbert led from start to finish, 
winning by 64.8s at an average of 
a pw and setting a new class 
record of 120.589mph, this breaking 
Greenwood’s time in his 7-litre 
monster by around 0.5s! Not bad for. 
anight race! 


Left struggling in Holbert’s wake 
was George Dyer, who brought his 
Porsche Carrera RS in next ahead of 
Peter Gregg’s BMW CSL. Two more 
Carreras, driven by Jim Busby and 
John Gunn, took the next placings. 


KEITH PROWSE 
BRITISH TOURING CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Drivers 

Win eis f 
Bernard Unett 
Gordon Spice 
Gerry Marshall 
Tom Walkinshaw 
Andy Rouse 
Peter Hilliard‘ 
Barrie Williams 
Martin Thomas 
Dave Brodie 
etc. 


Manufacturers 
Ford Capri 3000 
Toyota Celica 
Hillman Avenger 
Triumph Dolomite 
Vauxhall Magnum 
Alfa GT Junior 
etc 
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to give in, however, and the Martini 
was back in front two laps later, only 
to be shoved back to second the next 
time around. This was good stuff! 

Cudini’s car, according to its 
driver, was very quick in a straight 
line, but all came to nought on lap 15 
when the Lola stopped with engine 
trouble. 

Still there was no rest for Snobeck, 
for he was under great pressure from 
Sourd and Dallest, the three of them 
circulating nose-to-tail. Dallest’s car 
was suffering from overheating and 
a resultant loss of power, but despite 
this he somehow found a way past 
Sourd, and as the race ran out, it was 
Snobeck, Dallest, Sourd, Bousquet, 
Ethuin and Debias. 

And what, you may ask, of Pironi? 
Well, he put in probably the best 
drive of his career, hurling the 
Martini this way and that, shatter- 
ing the lap record in the course of a 
remarkable climb from 34th to 9th! 
The crowd liked it. 


Pike’s Peak 


Ralph Bruning, driving a '76 series 
Chevrolet Camaro (to USAC stock 
car specification), went two better 
than last year when he won the 54th- 
annual Pike’s Peak world-renowned 
American hillclimb at Colorado 
Springs last Sunday. Bruning’s time 
for the 12.42-mile dirt climb was 13m 
13.90s, 25s faster than last year’s 
winning time. 

A creditable ninth overall was 
Bobby Unser, Junior, this 21-year- 
old (whose father is the Bobby 
Unser) having his first attempt at 
the Peak in a Chevrolet Chevelle. In 
fact the Unser family have an 
enviable reputation at Pike’s Peak, 
for Bobby has won the event no 
fewer than nine times between 1956 
and 1968, while Al, his younger 
brother (who won the recent Pocono 
po USAC race), won it in 1964 and 

5. 


Championships 


Tarmac British Racing Championship (leading 
ositions): 1, David Purley, 131pts; 2, James 
unt, 130*; 3, Vern Schuppan, 98; 4, Alan Jones, 
90; 5, Damien Magee, 86; 6, Tom Pryce, 78; 7, 
Tom Walkinshaw, 54; 8, John Fitzpatrick, 48; 9, 
Chris Craft, 41; 10, Gordon Spice, 40pts; etc. 
* ae Spanish GP/CSI appeal. 
NASCAR Grand National Championship (driver 
positions after 16 rounds): 1, Cale Yarborough, 
2503pts; 2, rye! Parsons, 2413; 3, Bobby 
Allison, 2331; 4, Richard Petty, 2298pts: etc. 
NASCAR Grand National a (manu- 
facturer's positions after 16 rounds): 1, Chevrolet, 
103pts (6 wins); 2, Mercury, 95 (7 wins); 3, Dodge, 
67pts (2 wins); etc. 
merican IMSA Camel GT Championship (posi- 
tions after 8 rounds): 1, Al Holbert, 110pts; 2, 
Peter Gregg, 88; 3, Mike Keyser, 82; 4, Jim Busby, 
77; 5, George Dyer, 61pts; etc. 
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Georg Loos ’s Porsche 934 Turbo has won all three of the European GT rounds 


run so far, each time driven by Toine Hezemans. 


Hezemans scores again 


Supporting the combined German 
G2/G4 race at the Norisring last 
Sunday week (June 27) was the third 
round of this year’s European GT 
(G4) Ganplnay. The race took 
place in the morning before the 
national “‘feature’’ event and it was 
run over a slightly shorter distance 
of 66 laps around the 1.4-mile circuit. 


Victory went to Toine Hezemans 
in the Georg Loos-entered Porsche 
934 Turbo, this being the 
Dutchman’s third win in three races. 
Naturally heleadsthetable. 


Chasing him hard for most of the 
race was his arch-rival Bob Wollek in 
his Vaillant-sponsored Kremer 
Porsche 934 Turbo. Hezemans was 
able to build up a lead of around 7s or 
so after Wollek’s ony pressure had 
faded slightly. The Frenchman was 
always in contention, but looking 


EUROPEAN GT 
CHAMPIONSHIP (G4) 


Driver 

Toine Hezemans 
Helmut Kelleners 
Reinhard Stenzel 
Hartwig Bertrams 
Franz Konrad 
Bob Wollek 

Tim Schenken 
Jurgen Kannacher 
Gianfranco Ricci 
Luigi Pallavicini 
etc 
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more likely the runner-up, when the 
gearbox broke with a third of the 
race still to run. 

Moving up into second and third 

laces were the Jagermeist er-backed 

ax Moritz Porsche 934 Turbos of 
Reinhard Stenzel and Helmut 
Kelleners, while Jurgen Kannacher’s 
similar car was fourth, some laps 
down. 

Unfortunate retirements were 
those of Hartwig Bertrams (the 
reigning European GT Champion) in 


the Evertz Porsche 934 Turbo and 
Tim Schenken in the second 
Loos/Tebernum 934 Turbo, the 


latter lying third initially before the 
turbolader broke. 

The next round of the European 
GT series is at Hockenheim on July 
18, while the next round of the 
German Bilstein Trophy is at 
Diepholtzon July 25. 


Schafer at Hockenheim 


Running for the first time with a new 

ax a BMW 
engine, Bertram Schafer extended 
his lead in the German national 
Formula 3 championship when he 
won the latest round in his Ralt RT1, 
held on Hockenheim’s short club 
circuit last Sunday. 

Schafer had been on the pole ahead 
of the KWS Tuning cars of Rudi 
Doetsch and Marc Surer. Both these 
drivers were in brand-new Chevron 
B34s which, having replaced their 
earlier March 763s, had only just 
been delivered in time for practice. 
Doetsch ran with his usual Nova- 
eepy ye Toyota, engine while Surer 

as a BeeEm. 

Schafer had just returned from the 


Lotteria at Monza where, having’ 
qualified a disappointing 11th for his 
heat, he had elected not to start (he 
ran one of Novamotor’s new BMW 
engines which the German reckoned, 
was much-too low on power hence 
the Heidegger for Hockenheim). 

The K opposition to Schafer 
was soon over, for Surer lost his 
engine, while Doetsch had problems 
with his differential and struggled in 
fifth, just ahead of Jochen Tots 
Maco-Toyota and behind Werner 
Klein’s Ralt-BMW RT1. Second and 
third behind the bearded German 
were Ulf Svensson’s similar Ralt 
(but Toyota powered) and Dutchman 
Huub Rothengatter in his March- 
Toyota 763. 


Ferraris spare James’s horses 


James Hunt scores Paul Ricard victory for McLaren — Both Ferraris retire with engine failures — 
Depailler second for Elf-Tyrrell — Brabham protest gives Pace third place as Watson's Penske is 
_ disqualified — Peterson loses out two laps from home — First JPS points for Andretti 


Report: PETELYONS — 


How many men get to win two Grands Prix 
in one weekend? James Hunt: on Sunday 
last he won the French GP at Paul Ricard; 
on Monday he “re-won’’ the Spanish GP at 
the FIA headquarters in Paris. Niki Lauda 
came out of this mid-season race with 
nothing more than a fastest lap. 

“I wasn’t too worried,” said Hunt, 
describing the way he lost his pole position 
to Lauda a hundred yards past the startline. 
“T made a good start, we both did, and we 
were still level as we changed into second 
ee Then his car simply out-dragged mine. 

othing one can do about that, it’s a 
Ferrari. But we'd taken the opposite gamble 
on tyres to them. We’d elected to use a set of 
tyres, a good set, that had 50 laps on them. 
That way we could be pretty confident of 
our handling staying consistent throughout 


the race. Whereas Niki was on new ones he’d — 


only scrubbed in during the warmup.” 


r “ 
eM eae «at, 
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“So he was getting away pretty quickly 
initially, but I knew his tyres were going to 
change and the balance of his car would 
alter, and I expect the second half of the 
race would have been pretty good for me — 
as good as South Africa and perhaps better! 
If I’d had to race at the end I could have, my 
car was in condition to go hard.”’ 

But he didn’t have to. The McLaren meat 
in a sandwich was quite abruptly without its 
Ferrari bread: first Lauda, eight seconds 
ahead, and then Clay Regazzoni, one second 
behind, stopped with engine failure, nine 
laps from each other. James was left with 
nothing to do for the last two-thirds of the 
race but nurse a front wheel vibration that 
came on at mid-distance and then foodually, 
cured itself, and then, with about 18 laps to 
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James Hunt on the way to a controversy-free Grand Prix victory in the Marlboro-McLaren M23. 


Marlboro 
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— Race data: ALAN PHILLIPS 


0, personal illness. **I started to retch a bit. 
y tummy’s been upset for a couple of 
days, something I ate, it still aches now. ...”’ 
But he wasn’t the only one who felt sick 
after the French GP. Lauda — who was 
himself only just recovering from the ’flu — 
had been forced out of a GP for the first time 
this year, and then on Monday it turned out 
he’d only won four times out of eight 
anyway. Worse, however, was the feeling 
about what happened to John Watson: not 
24 hours before the Spanish mess was to be 
resolved, a French mess brewed up over the 
height of the Penske’s rear wing. It was 
found to be Icms too high, and his popular, 
narrow victory for third place over Carlos 
Pace was taken away on a Brabham protest. 
So as the Fl season plunged into its 
second half, the aspect of some of it had 
dramatically changed, but on other sides it 
remained the same... 
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The French is the Grandad Grand Prix; this was 
the sixty-second. More than that, this was an 
event special on other counts. It was the last of 
the season’s first round of eight, only seven 
results from which count towards the World 
Championship. It was a race which, for the first 
time in months, would let the cars out to their full 
performance. It came after an unusual extra week 
of time to prepare for it. All this reinforced a 
certain Gallic grandeur about the arena itself to 
givethe French GP a special atmosphere. 
Atmosphere: it can grow without other nourish- 
ment than time. When Paul Ricard’s Supercircuit 
was born it was unloved, a clinical test tube baby, 
stretched egg tem oy f across barren miles of 
stoney plain, bounded by gravel-strewn verges 
wider than the racing surface, acres of catch 
fencing and bold stripes of red and white paint the 
only scenery — it was not a pretty place. But that 
was, as motor racing counts time, years and years 


ago. 
The paddock now is stained with oil, a Pollock 
canvas of drips and spills each eloquent of long 


nights and frantic minutes. Embedded in the 
surface here is a battered set of contact points; 
imagine the scene as they were replaced. The 


tarmac there is scratched deep; what gouged it, 
through whose frantic haste? The faint traces of 
rubber across this point; it must have been only 
momentsto go beforethe start of arace... 

For their GP the French pile racing on racin 
upon more racing. The paddock crams to beyon: 
reasonable capacity and then more people wedge 
more cars in. Well before time for the main race 
the circuit has become a gigantic litter, an 
archaeological kitchen midden of 20th Century 
activity. It’s all here: the motor cars tuned to a 
raucous edge and festooned with advertisement 
(in the haphazard French way), the throngs of self- 
consciously good-looking people, the uncarin 
mounds of empty tins and smashed bottles an 
paper scraps showing the patterns of modern 
man’s credes. : 

The quintessence of motor racing, the 20th 
Century sport, is a fine balance of control with 
extravagance and you may see it well at Ricard. If 
you watch from along the long back straight you 
will see it all: the Grand Prix cars flick out from 
the last bend across the road to the far edge, 
brushing a tyre against the smooth kerb (or Sores | 
all four well up on it), steering wheels cock 
against the slip angle of the wesyron aang ry as the 
men inside strive for a perfect balance of forces. 
Then it is all up to the cars. From the point where 
they are running in line with the straight to the 
point where they again veer is a Rares long way 
and it takes generally about 25 seconds to cover. 
Twenty five seconds when the engines strain up 
toward their limits, restrained finally only by the 
glutinous weight of the air around them. Toward 
the end of those 25 seconds the sensation of speed 
is thrilling, but it comes strangely, not from a 
contrast of velocities between car and sur- 
roundings but from a sense of forces in uneasy 
balance. You can feel the engine fighting to hold 
itself together, you can feel the aerodynamic 
surfaces shouldering the load. You may feel 
yourself holding in your breath until the 25 
seconds are over. 

You come as close, perhaps, as you ever can to 
feeling what the drivers feel. They don’t feel 
speed, as such, they feel rather the urgent 
necessity of maintaining a balance of forces. 

“The driver will win the race who has his car 
sorted out in the best way for these... . 
difficult conditions,” said Niki Lauda on Sunday 
morning. He had to pause to blow his snuffly 
nose, and then elaborated. 

“Because one day it’s hot and the car handles in 
a certain way. The next day it’s cold, and the car 
handles praia Then they have more stupid 
races and the track becomes covered with oil. So a 
guy who understands his car best, who will be 
able to adjust his car ahead, thinking ahead to the 
race already, in the best way, will win therace.” 

“So you won’t see any spectacular slides today, 
because I think everybody will havea huge under- 
steer. The hard job we have to do today is to get 
this stupid car around, to keep it neutral in the 
rt we are driving, to adjust yourself, every m4 
different, to fight against the problem whic 
ap 3; I know that I will get a huge understeer 
and I will have to think from the first lap on to be 
in this corner a little bit slower, there to watch my 
left front tyre, to get the rear out, to destroy the 
rear a little bit, to save my left front. That’s what 
I have to do pt and everybody has this hard 
job. And also all the time to fight with the others, 
to move here, to move there. . . . So we have quite 
a lot to do today. It’s not spectacular, and nobody 
knows, unfortunately.” 

It is hard to appreciate modern F1 racing some- 
times. It requires help from specialized sources to 
catch on to what is important. Jackie Stewart, 
who won the first GP at Ricard, was popping 
around the circuit during practice on a motorbike, 


AUTOSPORT, JULY 8, 1976 


watching keenly for a few minutes at each of 
several pee yal vantage points. “Come here a 
minute, I want to show you something.” He was 
at the exit of the slow bend at the west end of the 
circuit, in the sequence leading onto the straight. 

“Listen to the gearchanges. Now I always went 
from first straight into third there; you’re goin 
to have to back off in the next part of the corner i 
ee take second and that’s going to disturb the 

alance of the car — just at the point where you 

need the car to be at its best. That’s an absolutely 
vital corner because it leads you into the straight. 
Now listen to that, do you hear him? Taking 
second, third. ... Now that’s one way to do it — 
but it can’t beright!” 

The designer of the six-wheeled car, that ac- 
cording to early theories ought to have had less 
air drag because of its smaller front wheels, was 
explaining that at Ricard the speed of the cars 
along that 25 seconds of straight did not, in fact, 
depend so much on drag. “Actually, a car does not 
attain a terminal velocity here. It’s because of the 
generally upward trend of the straight; in fact 
toward the end the speed actually comes back a 
small amount.” 

“What is critical is your entry speed onto the 
straight — if you are three or four miles per hour 
faster onto the straight here, it stays with you 
right the way along.” 

lf were operating a private speed trap, which 
revealed over two days of practice that, while 
Project 34 was pretty fast in a straight line, it 
wasn’t the fastest. Best of all on both days was 
Ronnie Peterson in his March, which recorded 
182.56mph finally, backed up by Vittorio 
Brambilla at 179.43. In the same conditions Jody 
Scheckter’s six-wheeler was third best, albeit 
narrowly, at 179.28. Lauda’s Ferrari went 178.46, 
Hunt’s McLaren 178.19, Regga’s Ferrari 178.05. 

These speeds were interesting in the context of 
comparison with overall lap times. In some cases, 
speed on the straight had no real relationship to 
lap times as a whole. But in Peterson’s case, he 
was quickest both in part and parcel in that last 
hour. Just what that proved may be obscure, but 
it was at the least very encouraging. 

The French GP, three ie of testing-and- 
reparation time after the Swedish, blew more 
resh new wind into the season’s circus tent. If 
what has been making the Ferrari so formidable 
has been not necessarily superior power but 
power-allied-to-painstaking-chassis-development, 
well all right, everyone had a chassis to be tuned 
and an extra week to tuneit. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


The Martini Brabham-Alfas had obviously taken 


a big step forward. Carlos Pace was quickest in 
the first of the weekend’s three timed sessions, 
and by quite a bit. “And it’s not only here, it’s 


going to be good from now on.” What had been 
changed was mainly in the geometry of the rising- 
rate li of the front suspension, to give 
subtly different characteristics “to make it turn 
in better.” There were further refinements: 
another in the long line of airbox patterns, with 
large inlet areas to improve acceleration; deep 
skirting all round the arte of the chassis; 
brake fans and also streamlining discs tried in the 
centres of the front wheels; different settings for 
the rear suspension as well. Gordon Murray's job- 
list contains plans for further rear suspension 
revisions, as well as a number of other 
erformance modifications which he says will 
ecome apparent soon. 

The Alfa Romeo engines were obviously 
performing well too, sending Pace along the 
straight on Saturday at 177.36 on Saturday, 
power from megaphone-equipped exhausts 
making up a good bit of the car's basic overweight 
condition. To start with, anyway. However, 
Reutemann’s initial engine went onto 11 cylinders 
after three laps of first practice, forcing him into 
the spare, while that afternoon Pace's went. sour 
as well. Both units were changed for new ones on 
Saturday — when both drivers reported a distinct 
and puzzling loss, not of speed but of acceleration. 
Reutemann’s was worse, and he got yet another 
one for therace. 

Big Carlos’s hand, incidentally, was only just 
out of plaster. He’d been in pain ever since the 
Swedish practice shunt with Scheckter, and 
reckoned it had been a good job his engine had 
broken as early in that race as it had!’ Other 
Brabham woes included this, that Boss Bernie 
Ecclestone’s knee was giving him trouble, after 
he’d punched the clutch lever of a motorbike 
through it. 

James Hunt’s Marlboro McLaren was quickest 
in the first afternoon, and it was by a time that 
easily stood up for pole when Saturday conditions 
were slower. The M238s didn’t look all that 
different, bar a new treatment of the sides of the 
engine bays to enclose large oil coolers once again, 
but they certainly performed differently. Was it 


Above: “Illegal” air scoops which caused the can- 
cellation of the Ferrari drivers’ first practice 
times. Below: The long-wheelbase version of 
Penske PC4, using a 7ins spacer. 


just a case of finally getting back to the kind of 
circuit that suited the cars? Perhaps yes, but 
Teddy Mayer said there was something more 
subtle. “About halfway through Sweden it 
suddenly struck me what we'd done. After Spain, 
doing all the changes we had to do, we'd cancelled 
a little thing, a little aerodynamic detail — I doubt 
you'd be able to spot it, but it has a big effect.” 

James said his car was, on its final setup, over- 
steering when light, but that it was quick; he liked 
the way things were going just fine. His mate 
Jochen Mass though was in trouble, for his car 
was terrible. It oversteered viciously, and 
generally ‘“‘wouldn’t respond,’’ and when he tried 
the T-car, although it was a little better it wasn't 
good and then its engine broke its Big Belt. Shock 
absorbers were put from this onto his race car, for 
the originals proved to be worn out, but this 
wasn’t the fix. He wound up on a mid-field grid 
position, six rows behind Hunt. 

“Ronnie’s getting his bounce back,” said Robin 
Herd fondly. ‘‘He’ll come into the shop now and 
give everyone a rev....” It took him a while to 
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rev up in France, though. His engine broke in first 
soe and it was only in the Friday afternoon 

our that he began to get the car sorted out. He 
was seventh then after only a few effective flying 
laps, but then on the untimed Saturday morning 
(when the track was hotter and oilier than before) 
“the car became terrible, not consistent at all.” 
Steady development in the final hour paid off, and 
in the last quarter Ronnie put on a hoarded set of 
fresh tyres and got in three good laps: 50.0, 49.6, 
49.07 to be best in the conditions. Although that 
meant but third row of the actual grid, it gave 
every Peterson fan a rev of keen anticipation for 
therace. . 

Vittorio, until recently the distinct star of the 
March team, was scratching a bit now. He too lost 
his engine after only two laps of first practice, and 
although later on he got going quite well, drivin 
extremely hard through the faster comers and 
saying the car was good but for a lack of traction 
in the slow ones, he had two spins in the final 
session and then stopped on the circuit when the 
oil pressure went to zero. 

e other two March drivers were likewise in 
engine trouble. Arturo Merzario spent the whole 
first day with a misfire that an overnight engine 
change failed to cure; it was finally traced to a 
duff master switch. Hans Stuck had wheel- 
bearing trouble before his bout with engines; a 
lunch-hour change on Saturday wasn’t completed 
in time for him to make the last session. 

Other people showing up well in practice were 
the Elf Tyrrell drivers. Patrick Depailler was an 
encouraging third best all day Friday, and was 
bouncing around happily between times. “The car 
is easy to drive, very fast. They don‘t say it’s fast 
on the oe ri pfaugh! It’s twelve kilometres 
faster than the 007.’’ Jody Scheckter took longer 
to get happy, for his weekend started out with a 
suspension failure after 11 laps. The H-section top 
“wishbone” link on one of his four front 
suspensions snapped, not a question of weak 
design but of an undetected crack, it was decided. 
Once again, although the car felt peculiar when it 
happened, it was not a disaster. Once, later on, 
Jody changed to a fresh set of tyres and was 
surprised to find they made the car handle much 
worse. Here again, though, painstaking tuning 
involving lips on the nosepiece and also front tyre 
temperatures eventually produced a cure, and he 
finally was fractionally quicker than Patrick. 
Only in the “slow” last session, though, which 
meant a fifth row grid place. 

Mario Andretti, quick in testing, was quick in 

ractice, but it came only after a bit of drama. 

aunching out onto the straight on Friday 
morning he suddenly felt the car. sag and 
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Patrick Neve indulges of his tworace spins with the Ensign. 


simultaneously found he couldn’t get third gear 
out. At the end of a slow half-lap the Lotus team 
found they had a saddle-shaped JPS 14 on their 
hands — the lower engine mounts were pulling 
away. They wrapped the whole car up ar put it 
away. Later on Andretti had internal gearbox 
trouble, a pinion bearing specifically, and in the 
final hour of the second day he stopped early 
when he saw low oil pressure. ‘“‘Cosworth’s on 
vacation, so I didn’t wanna take a chance on 
blowin’ it up.” ’besides all that he was in trouble 
with his brakes, which were dragging at one stage 
so much the mechanics had trouble pushing it: it 
cost some 600rpm in the straight. Gunnar Nilsson 
too had gearbox failure on the first day, and later 
on, although the car seemed sound enough its 
handling produced hopeless slides everywhere. 
There were four cars between the two JPS men on 
the final grid. 

Then there was John Watson, so severely 
disappointed in Sweden, going very well in 
France. In the not-so-important-but-very- 
revealing final hour he beat everyone but 
Peterson, showing the PC4 Citibank Penske must 
be good after all. There had been some mods 
incorporated along with rebuilding the front half 


The battle for second place: Peterson, Depailler, Scheckter, Watson. 


of the tub after its shunt: a spacer had given some 
seven inches longer wheelbase at the rear, while 
new, more predictable, aerodynamics at the front 
were the effect of a chisel nosepiece. After a 
mysterious imbalance in the handling — “it 
oversteers one way, understeers the other” — was 
sorted out by replacing a spring that was { inch 
too long (hence ‘“‘weight-jacking” the chassis), the 
Ulsterman took the American car up alongside 
Andretti on the grid; he was one of the few men to 
prof substantially despite the poor conditions of 
the day. 

Those were the teams that had shown 
themselves to be in some kind of contention for 
the French GP. Behind them trailed the other half 
of the entry. The Gitanes Ligier-Matra was un- 
fortunately among this lesser group, and 
surprising! so after the good testing results 
earlier in the year at this same circuit. Jacques 
Laffite, sole driver after all, had a new chassis to 
drive. This was substantially identical to the 
original although the bodywork was somewhat 
cleaner in line around the side radiator inlets. He 
didn’t go very well in it, however, and finally he 
went off the road and smashed its nosepiece. He 
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finally selected the older model for the race, for 
reasons expressed with French diplomacy. “We 
prefer to race with the old car, it is something that 
we know.” 

The man who looked like being his team-mate 
stayed in his original Shadow team after all, and it 
was Saget poy by see him doing times very close 
to that of the V12. Further tweaking of the rear 
eongent of the black cars’ suspensions had not 

een sufficient to cure, in Tom Pryce’s case 
especially, a severe oversteer and _ slides- 
everywhere condition at Ricard. But once again 


the DN5s were — reliable, and the major 
drama seemed to be Jean-Pierre Jarier getting 
chopped by another car in the pits road entry an 
smashing his nose. Once again both drivers were 
on the same row when it was all over. 

Alan Jones was the quickest of the three 
Surtees drivers, although he was least happy 
about it. He said the car just didn’t feel good to 
him. He had one spot of bother when an 8mm bolt 
mysteriously jammed his clutch and he spun and 
stalled the engine. Brett Lunger by contrast was 
bouncy and happy this weekend, saying he liked 
the car and loved Ricard’s faster corners; ‘‘I 
haven’t had any real problems with the car, it’s 
just that I went the wrong way on the handling at 
one stage.’’ Henri Pescarolo put his private car 


Andretti on his way to fifth (later fourth) place and his first JPS points. 


John Player. ial 
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alongside, reporting an ‘“oversteer-understeer”’ 
tendency but likewise no real trouble. 

Having won in France three weeks before, 
Jacky Ickx seemed in comparatively good form 
this time too, and qualified his brand new 03- 
chassis Williams distinctly faster than Michel 
Leclere. This was despite losing almost all of 
Friday with a long engine change, and losing a 

ood bit of Saturday with gear selection trouble. 

eclere meanwhile went missing with an electrical 
problem. 

In the Fittipaldi camp, things were still not 
good. After more testing (resulting in a McLaren- 
style lower rear wing — which McLarens weren’t 
using!) and two days of intensive practice the 
designer went home before the race to start laying 
out a new suspension, which Emerson says is the 
principal problem at the moment — the tyres 
won't grip. “Especially when the conditions are 
slippery, like now. Our car is too sensitive to 
this.” At Ricard, his engines wouldn’t go well 
either; metering unit trouble prompted an engine 
change on Friday orang, and a loss of a 
thousand revs another on Saturday. Meanwhile 
Ingo Hoffmann was not enjoying his return to the 
F1 world. He started off on one car but gave it up 
when the steering Ay alps impossibly heavy. The 
second car misfired for a long time, and later on 
there were other minor problems. It was not too 
surprising to find him admitting that “the faster 
corners are a little scarey in this car.’’ He had to 
accept not ane in thetop 26. 

So did Harald Ertl with his Hesketh, but 
happily enough Guy Edwards in the Penthouse 
car managed the trick. So did Patrick Neve, who 
had done a one-off (at the moment) deal with 
Ensigns to drive Chris Amon’s rebuilt car; the 
Belgian’s original team of RAM Brabhams in the 
hands of Loris Kessel and Damien Magee didn’t 
make the show. 

Ah, what ofthe team that normally is the show? 
The Ferraris that is, which had skipped testing at 
Paul Ricard in favour of three days for Goodyear 
at the two ‘Rings — Nurburg and Osterreich. Bert 
Baldwin had soothed Daniele Audetto’s uneasy 
fears with a ten quid bet that one of his cars would 
be on pole nevertheless — but when it was all over 
he had to pay off. 

There was nothing seriously wrong with the 
Prancing Horse. There was, of course, Lauda’s 
flu, and also the fact that the spare car, fitted for 
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Immediately after the start, Lauda’s Ferrari leads from Hunt, Regazzoni, Peterson, Laffite and Watson. 
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the first time in public since Kyalami with de Dion 
suspension, wasn’t as fast as hoped. There was 
also the rather novel phenomenon of a practice 
time — a pair of them, that is — being stricken 
from the records for a technical rules violation. 
Both Niki’s and Clay’s cars upnseied from Friday 
morning practice with a development of the front- 
wheel fairings that were on the 312T2 on the day 
of its public introduction last year. As a member 
of the CSI, Jabby Crombac pointed out that these 
appeared to contravene the regulations about 
“moveable aerodynamic devices” and the first 
session times for both cars were disallowed. It 
didn’t matter, as the second session times were 
faster anyway. 

In the final session, track conditions were 
obviously not going to let Lauda take pole away 
fron Hunt, even if he could have; he did do a time 
in the conditions two hundredths of a second 

uicker but them came in and climbed out early. 

he Ferrari engine had gone rough, as if a valve 
spring had broken. The renewed James-vs.-Niki 
battle would have to wait until Sunday. 

And it looked like a good battle. For a change it 

shaped up as a good, old-fashioned motor race. 
There weren’t any complaints about this being a 
funny-peculiar track whebe relative performance 
between chassis eeriena wasn’t significant. It 
was all down to solid, easily-understood (if not 
necessarily easily-seen) factors: engine strength, 
aerodynamic tuning, handling adjustment, 
endurance, and simple good driving. It was a race 
to await with anticipation. 
Everyone had prepared for a hard, hot race, but 
nearing the 3pm off there seemed at least a chance 
of rain instead. That would have upset 
calculations beautifully! The towerin Cu-Nim 
hung away to the North however, and the sky. 
overhead, although temperatures were milder 
than anticipated, stayed bright. 

The boys on the front of the grid thought the 
start was all right, and they got off smartly and 
together. Farther back there was some confusion 
because the man with the 15-sec board was still 
running for his life when the Tricouleur waved. 
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Andretti, still the least bit defensive about his 
Sweden start (films prove both he and Scheckter 
were underway before the green flag started 
down) says he’s still waiting for a 5-sec board for 
France; Jones was so caught out he wasn’t even in 
gear and Eomedencly. fell to the tail of the pack. 
“Right away could see Niki losing 
something,” Hunt said, talking about falling 
behind the Ferrari on the run into the first corner. 
“TI thought it was oil but they say it was water, 
they overfilled it; anyway he had a clean track 
each time round whilst it was wet for me!” Lauda, 
indeed trailing a tiny whisp of vapour, amply 
hurtled away with the French GP. He gained we' 
over a second right away, he was over two to the 
‘ood second time around, and by the fourth lap he 
ad five seconds. It was then that he did the 
race’s fastest lap, but there was no question of 
relaxing yet. Lap five and the gap was 5.7, lap six 
6.3, then 7.2, 7.8 .. “Hoo!” cheered the gleefully 
spectating Stewart, “That's the way t’doit!” 
Powering out onto the straight for the ninth 
time the No. 1 Ferrari began to climb up to high 
speed — and suddenly went dead quiet. Engine 
seized. Niki got the clutch in before the wobble 
became gross, and was able to coast on to a side 
turning and climb out. 


It was the end of the World Champion’s 
astonishing run of mechanical luck that had 
begun in Monte Carlo — last year. Seventeen GPs 
without a retirement. 


The new leader had been hounded right from the 
start by the other Ferrari. ‘‘I was a bit surprised 
to see Regga up there, but he wasn’t bothering me 
too much.” The pair of them were now easily away 
from everyone else, Clay more often than not 
within a second of James but not, as yet, trying 
hard to get by. At the start Depailler had been 
fourth into the first corner, but shortly thereafter 
Peterson overtook. Scheckter had done another of 
his typical outstanding early charges and forged 
up into a supportive sixth place, ahead of Watson, 

ace, Laffite and the rest. 

The relative excellence of tuning/driving that 
Lauda had spoken of was beginning to show. 
Generally the pack was stringing out, with short 
queuelets forming as drivers found they could run 
with each other but not overtake or get away. 
Thus, by the fifth lap, Reutemann in 10th place 
was leading Mass, Brambilla, Andretti and Stuck; 


after a growing gap came Pryce from Nilsson, 
Jarier and Merzario; Ickx lead Fittipaldi, Jones, 
Pescarolo and Leclere. After Lunger and Edwards- 
came Neve running along in last place, 26th now 
that Ertl had retired — 

What? How’s that el Say, Bubbles, I must 


say I thought Harald drove a good race. Giggles, 
and then the account. “Well, we told him to get in 
and get onto the back of the grid, and he would 
either be flagged off or allowed to start as a 
reserve. Nobody flagged him off, so he naturally 
started. Was going well, too.” 

Until he was black-flagged, right? ‘No, not at 
all, he wasn’t. Would you believe a drive shaft 
broke?”’ 

The French GP 1976 carried on apace, with 
Mass falling foul of one of Reutemann’s back 
wheels when the Brabham driver braked un- 
expectedly early. A pit stop for Jochen resulted in 
a new nose, a half-lap disadvantage, and gross, 
clearly visible understeer that he tried to over- 
come with gross, fearsome fifth-gear slides. 
Nilsson went missing the same time as did Lauda, 
with no drive going through to the wheels. Next 
event was Depailler, who had been pressing 
Peterson, making a brave run into the apex of 
the first corner and taking what was now third for 
lap 11. Tyrrell began to pull away slightly from 
March, but was making no impression at all on 
McLaren-Ferrari. The gap from Hunt back to 
third place was pretty steady at about 6} seconds 
all through laps 12, 13, 14, 15; On lap 16 it was 
less, 6.0, because James had obviously dropped a 
stitch somewhere and Regga was breathing his 
fumes 0.4s behind. Next time round he was back 
to 0.9 again, and Depailler was again 6.6 behind; 
obviously at this stage, it was a static situation 
wholly in James Hunt’scontrol..... 

No “geal On the 18th lap his engine too seized 
up like Lauda’s, but unlike Lauda’s his had the 
discourtesy to do it in the middle of one of the 
tight corners leading back to the pits and the 
second Ferrari went off in a vicious loop, 
crumpling its tail in the fences. 

Scheckter had just gotten through into fourth 
from the fading Peterson, so now it became 
McLaren — Tyrrell — Tyrrell. Hunt was building 
up more cushion, gaining another couple of 
seconds as those behind were presented with the 
Ferrari’s shunt and continuing to gain lap by lap; 
8.5 on the 20th lap, then 8.7, 8.6, 9.1. This was 
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Watson’s Penske PC4 heads off Carlos Pace’s Brabham BT45. Only through protest was the Alfa-powered car able eed in front. 


getting to be a rout, and one waited only until the 
27th lap, half distance, when the gap was over 
ten seconds before putting the stopwatch down. 
The last reading was to see that the gap up ahead 
to Neve, running last, still unlapped, was 7 
seconds at that point. Half the race gone an 
Hunt had a clear track all the while. 

For a while Scheckter had been gradually 
catching Depailler, but as early as about the 8t 
lap, Jo y recalled, his engine had begun to go off. 
Presently he wasn’t gaining on his team-mate any 
more, and in fact 


e wasn’t leaving Peterson 


behind either. Ronnie managed to catch up again,’ 


taking Watson with him, and as they came up 
behind the second six-wheeler, Pace was able to 
close up to form a quartet of it. Laffite, who had 
been next, spun off and lost much ground. In the 
absence of a race up front this became what we 
had to watch, and it was pretty good. Watson, his 
car “quite good although it was slow on the 
straight’’ was able to scratch by Peterson when 
“Ronnie made a mistake, but then Jody held me 
up at the end of the straight and Ronnie got back 
by me.” Pace was hanging close behind, although 
out of every slow corner his engine would splutter 
without picking up properly, and on every fast 
corner “it was oversteering suddenly, viciously, 
like a punch.” 

Abruptly, the smooth-handling March slipped 
by the Stiuesit Tyrrell and went ahead. Jody 
hung on to his deteriorating position a few laps 
longer, but suddenly then, just by the pits on the 
run up to the first corner, there was a burst of 
haze out the back and both Penske and Brabham 
veered out and by. Misfiring now audibly, Jody 
was late next time round and held up both hands 
to his pit in futility. 

The rest of it seemed to run out quickly. 
Pescarolo had retired, a rear hub come loose, and 
both Fittipaldi and Brambilla switched off when 
the oil pueseutes went down. Jones had a number 
of troubles to spoil his run up from the bad start, 
culminating in a bolt dropped out of his anti-roll 
bar linkage. ‘“‘But the engine temp had gone off 
the clock, and then down to nothing, and it was 
cutting out, and I had vibrations like a front tyre 
was turning on the rim — a lesser man would’ve 
given up sooner! Then I spun, and I did a few 
more laps but it was all going haywire so I quit.” 

Although poor Alan hed enough drama for 
more than one driver, in fact the French GP, 
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which ought to have been so hard on cars, had a 
very high finishing ratio. The only man left to 
bitter eep boa ee was Ronnie Peterson when 
with three laps to go and place three all but sewn 
up, his car stopp: 
had broken. 

The ongoing dice between Watson and Pace 
thus became even better, Carlos refusing to let go 
once he’d caught hold of John, and it was resolved 
ay a scant 14 seconds at the flag. They were 
eleven behind the carefree Depailler, and twenty 
ahead of Andretti, who was delighted to be able to 
take a point off Scheckter before the end. “I think 
I could’ve stayed with a fast group if I’d have 
started with ’em. My car was handlin’ good, but 
we didn’t have the speed on the straight.” Stuck, 
living with his right front tyre “de ape acoa 
(not the first tyre to do this during the weekend), 
came in seventh, and Pryce (’’It was sliding a lot”) 
and Merzario (‘it was all OK”) were on the 


. The rod to the metering unit 


Cd 


winner's lap as well. 

That winner, at the end of his apparently mono- 
tonous run, let it out that things hadn’t been so 
easy inside after all. ‘‘For a while I had quite a 
severe vibration at the left front, and I became 
worried about it, but it gradually got better. I 
think perhaps the tyre may have been turning on 
the rim. Then, with 18 laps to go, I became rather 
ill myself. My tummy’s been upset for a couple of 
days, I think I overdid it on the food Friday night, 
ae I started to retch a bit. But it turned out all 
right.” 

ndeed it did — and doubly so for him person- 
ally the next day. What the result of both 
“events” in France does for the Championship 
situation is, of course, something of a godsend. Of 
course nothing in the result of the 8th GP can be 
taken as a sign that Lauda and Ferrari cannot 
carry on and win the title, but if some mystic 
string has existed, it is broken now. 


After the race, Watson jokes with Hunt. Later in the day, the Irishman stopped smiling. 
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LE CASTELLET, France: I can’t remember ever 
being so pleased to finish fifth in a Grand Prix 
before. But as my Elf-Tyrrell clattered and 
banged across the line to take the flag, with the 
engine sounding like a tin can full of stones, I was 
delighted. 

Delighted to finish at all, for during that last lap 
I had serious doubts that I would ever get across 
the line, let alone in fifth place. And within 50 
metres of crossing the line, the engine gave its 
last gasp and expired. If it had been 50 metres the 
other side, I would have missed out on those 
valuable World Championship points. 


I’d been running as high as third in the race. 


on this super-fast track, and then, with a 
broken valvespring, I oe back down the chart 
to fourth on the road, then into fifth place, and 
finally into sixth. 

The engine lost its edge = early on in the 
race and from about lap 20 I found | was really 
battling to keep ahead of Ronnie Peterson, John 
Watson and Carlos Pace. As the race wore on I 
could see in my mirror little pieces of metal debris 
being blown out of one of the injection trumpets 
on theright bank of the engine. 

I figured that it was a valvespring breaking up, 
but decided that I would keep running as long and 
as hard as I could. Eventually the engine would 
give up. It did. And in just the right place — 
within seconds of crossing the finish line. How’s 
that for luck! 

Once I’d got over the pon pew of losing 
the fine edge of power from the engine I settled in 
and enjoyed a really good race. Ronnie and John 
and I were swapping places in a series of well- 
managed, highspeed out-thinking moves. All 
good clean fun. 

I think the only drama that occurred in our 
three-car chase was me locking up all six wheels in 
a series of late braking ploys at the very fast 
approach to a downhill right-hand bend. It looked 
a lot more disturbing from the outside than it felt 
behind the wheel, and I was certainly aware that 
whoever was following at that point would drop 
back a couple of metres. 

I wonder how significant it is that not one but 
both Ferraris retired with engine failure. Nobody 
can remember the last time both Ferraris retired 
with engine problems. When Clay’s engine went it 
seized solid and spun him off into the catchfence. 
Niki’s departure when leading was less dramatic. 

I started the race from the fifth row of the — 
after a practice session in which I seemed to 
ay as much time in the pits as on the track. On 
the first day I was sidelined very quickly with a 
niggling electrical fault, and once that was cured I 
had a steering arm snap. 

oy it proved the value of having four wheels 
at the front. Suddenly at about 210kmh running 
into a bend the whole car lurched into a terrible 
understeer condition. It just wanted to go 
straight on and paid no attention at all to what I 
was doing with the steering wheel. 

A quick look revealed that I had three wheels 
pointing into the corner and the fourth one just 
sitting there pointing nowhere in particular. I 
came off the throttle and gave it a big jab to get 
the back round, and with three wheels on opposite 
lock I scrabbled round the corner. 

When Derek Gardner said that four wheels at 


the front provided a certain built-in safety he 
wasn’t kidding. A snapped steering arm on a con- 
ventional car and I could easily have been cart- 
wheeling off into the scenery. 

So one way and another I lost most of the first 
session of practice, and in the time available 
couldn't do better than a ninth place time. 

Ricard is a tricky circuit to set up for. It’s half 
very fast straights and half very demanding 
bends. If you put too much wing angle on you can 
be very fast through the bends with good 
adhesion, but that same wing angle slows you on 
the straight and people come zooming past. Get it 
the other way and you fly down the straight and 
lose out in the turns. What’s needed is a delicate 


eee me ae 


compromise which makes you fast down the 
straight and also just enough adhesion to be fast 
through theturns. 

On the Saturday there was a one-lap bicycle- 
race for the drivers disorganized by a local cycle 
manufacturer. I say disorganized because that’s 
the way it appeared. Nobody knew very much 
about it beforehand. I happened to be walking 
along the fe counter and someone said, ‘‘Hey, 
join in the bike race”. I said I couldn’t since I was 
wearing jeans and a shirt. A spectator pulled off 
his shorts and said, here, wear these. So I 
swapped him my jeans for his shorts and off we 
went. Well, almost. 

The back tyre was almost flat and while I was 
pumping it up they dropped the flag, leaving me 
on the line pumping away. Something of a 
handicap which happily I was able to make up. 

I caught up on Emerson and gave him a big pull 
on the back of the saddle, dragging him back and 
shooting myself forward. He said something in 
Portuguese which didn’t sound very polite. Then I 
did the same to Clay whose reaction was similar. 

By the time we got to the back straight it was 
full of people, cars and motor bikes — just like the 
Tour de France. Remembering my handicap at the 
start I felt I was entitled to make up for it, so I 
grabbed onto a passing motorcyclist — a girlona 
125 Yamaha. She really wasn’t a very good rider 
— kept getting the hg gore and wobbling all 
over the place. Finally,'I finished third, to the 
delight of my motor cycle assistant. I think if she 
had been a better rider we could have won! 

The disorganizers told me that I was third and 
that I’d won 300. There appears to be some 
confusion over what it was I had won 300 of. 
Pounds sterling, French francs or bicycles. I 
guess I’ll find out if they ever deliver them. 

Jacky Ickx, who is something of an ace on two 
wheels, won the thing and he gets 1000 (pounds, 
francs or bicycles, delete where not applica. 

Something has to be said over the nonsense of 
the post race scrutineering. John Watson was dis- 
qualified from a really well-deserved third place 
because the end plate of his rear wing was 2cms 
too high. Watson’s team say that the eo? they 
measure it, it’s legal. The officials have a different 
way of measuring it, and they say it’s not legal. 

I think it’s high time the constructors got 
together with the CSI people and worked out the 
details of how the rules are to be applied. If the 
don’t our sport will fall into total disrepute. We’ 
lose the confidence of the press, the sponsors and 
the spectators. 

It’s a pretty rough thing from the driver’s point 
of view. He gets into the car and does his job the 
best way he knows how, never questioning the 
legality of his machine. He relies on his team 
manager to make sure the car is book-legal. 

To discover at the end of the race that all your 
efforts have been wasted is heartbreaking. James 
had it in Spain, and now John falls foul of the so- 
called system here. 

Next weekend I’m going back to my first love in 
motor racing — saloon cars. I’ve been offered the 
Zakspeed Escort to race at the Nurburgring in the 
four-hour race, partnered with Rolf Stommelen. 
It'll be fun to get behind the wheel of a good 
saloon car again, and also two hours racing at the 
‘Ring is good training for the German Grand Prix. 


Jody and Ken confer during practice (above). In the race, Scheckter’s down-on- power Tyrrell heads the unlucky John Watson (Penske PC4) and Carlos Pace 


(Brabham-Alfa Romeo). 
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Multiple choice 


Following the exhaustive ques- 
tionaires which were thoughtfully 
sent out by the organizers of the 
Burmah to involved parties with 
regard to the current organization 
and schedule of the Rally; we have 
just heard that, following a 75 
percent response rate, several of the 
suggestions will be incorporated in 
this year’s event. One of the 
principal changes involves longer 
stages and thus a number of stage 
routes will be combined to give more 
competitive mileage at one time. 
Timing this year will be by digital 
watches and servicing arrangements 
are being tightened up by closer 
definition of service areas. Other 
information will doubtless be put to 
good use should the event gain inter- 
national statusin 1977. 


Antrim hits 
the big time 


It was one of those unique Irish 
situations... a tiny closed to club 
‘special stage’ event (about 12 
miles!) run last Friday by the Mid 
Antrim MC... yet as time passed so 
several of Ireland’s top competitors 
found they were free that day and by 
the time of the start, there were 


87 entries including Dessie 
McCartney/Terry Harryman, David 
Agnew/Robert Harkness, Robert 


McBurney, Paul “Bigfoot” Martin, 
etc etc!! The rally turned out to be a 
erent success and was won by 

essie’s ‘forest’ Carrera from 


Agnew’s car with McBurney third. | 


The town of Antrim just happened 
to be having a festival at the time, so 
the committee sponsored the event. 
As Terry Harryman said at the 
finish; “I wish Roy Sloan would run 
one of these things every Friday!” 


Significance in Eire rendez-vous? 


Up-to-date news on the continuing 
saga of Billy Coleman, Thomas 
Motors and the future.... Yester- 
day, (Wednesday) the Thomas 
Motors boss had lunch in Dublin 
with Sammy Hamill of the Belfast 
Telegraph — was this merely to iron 
out the differences which obviously 
exist (the newspaper has been out- 


Billy Coleman in full cry over 


troubled run ended with a blown engine. 


edited by Peter Newton 


New Stratos Chris Totals it again 


for Britain? 


Rumours are currently gathering 
weight and variety among those who 
profess to be in the know within the 
ivory tower of rallying, that Graham 
Warner has secured a deal to field 
another Stratos. Whether the stories 
we have heard (and they are not the 
straightforward ones which one 
might expect) are true or not; every- 
one is talking about the probabilities 
with ppfmigm and several alleged 
facts. Warner has certainly proved 
he is not a man to give up easily, and 
even if he were denied a car from the 
factory, one might surmise that he 
would not call it a day there. When 
we spoke with him on Tuesday, we 
were left with the impression that 
something is clearly in the wind, 
although exactly what form this may 
take, was not being revealed ... 


| watch this space! 


| | 


SCOTTISH 
RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Grierson leads 


The Scotsman senior championship 
table now looks like this following 


the Jim Clark: __ 

Murray Grierson 67; Jimmy McRae 57; Charles 
Samson 44; Alan Arneill 44; Andrew Cowan 40; 
Drew Gallacher 35; lan Wilson 34; Dominic 
Buckley 32 and Jim Howden 26. 


spoken in its standpoint, which may 
have been construed as_ being 
adverse publicity to Thomas Motors) 
or is there a deeper significance in 
the boss’ visit to Eire? And does it 
really matter to Thomas Motors 
what the Belfast Telegraph have to 
say onthe subject? ... 


Otterburn ranges last weekend. A 


Chris Sclater rang us on Tuesday 
morning with the good news that he 
is competing on the South African 
Total Rally in a 2-litre 16-valve fuel- 
injected Toyota Corolla as part of a 
three car team also comprising Ove 
Andersson and Hannu Mikkola. He 
leaves for South Africa tomorrow 
week. The cars are built in South 
“Africa using a large proportion of 
Toyota Europe competition parts. 
Chris stressed that this drive is very 
much a ‘one off’ affair and indeed he 
was originally to have driven a 
locally prepared Chrysler Avenger 
which was in the first instance built 
for Andrew Cowan. Chris’ contract 
with Chrysler allows him to compete 
here in a Toyota because of the ‘one 
off’ nature of the deal and the geo- 
graphical position and implications 
of the rally involved. Sclater’s co- 
driver will be Hans Thorszelius 
(Waldegaard’s usual man). ° 

Work on the RS1800 is continuing 
at Chris’ garage in between his ex- 
tensive Chrysler commitments and 
the mechanicals are currently being 
transferred to the new shell. The car 
should be ready by early September. 
Also in connection with Chris, al- 
though this time with regard to the 
Jim Clark, Chris’ time on 
Featherwood 2 has not been re- 
corded in the data panel at the end of 
our report which starts on page 26, 
but he recorded fourth fastest with 
7m 17s, which would have put him 
comfortabl ahead of Tony 
Drummond. The Avenger is 
apparently exceptionally stable on 
tarmac and Chris feels that it was at 
its best over Otterburn. Judging by 
his tremendous drive on the final day 


In our June 10 issue, under the Men 
to Watch columns, we featured a pair 
of hitherto little known Brothers 
named the Simpsons. They were 
then leading the BTRDA Esso 
Uniflo Gold Star stage Cham- 
pionship in their unsponsored, self- 
repared RS1600. Last week, after 

onegal heroes Henry Inurrieta and 
Paul Windsor/Tony McMahon were 
mentioned in despatches, it was de- 
cided that Ford’s Rally Person of 
June should be Geoff Simpson for 


| performances which have been con- 


sistently improving all year (sixth on 
the Gwynedd; sixth on the Dukeries; 
third on the Plains; third on the Tour 
of Lincs; third on the South West 
Stages (until the gearbox broke) and 
finally, two weeks ago, their first 
ever rally win on the Rali Bro 
Myrrdin — an all-forest Gold Star 
ete ee ay round held in south- 
west Wales). 


Fully employed 


Jean Pierre Nicolas’ future plans 
seem to be unchanged following the 
Morocco victory. He will be com- 
Paone with a 16-valve Opel on the 

‘our de Corse (assuming the 
Handler Team compete there), and 
he will be debuting the Alpine A310 
V6 on the Ronde Cevenole. Mean- 
while we hear that he will shortly be 
offered a V6 Peugeot 504 coupé in 
which it seems he will be seen ex- 
tensively next year. 


Simpson is the man 


of the International Donegal Rally, 
this is easy to believe. 

Meanwhile British participation 
on the Total Rally is running at a 
niga level as of course Roger Clark 

ill be there in a locally prepared 
RS1800, and Tony Pond be 
driving a Dolomite Sprint-engined 
Marina there for Leyland Inter- 
national. 

Jill Robinson/Paulme Gullick were 
to have competed in a G1 Peugeot 
504, but we gather that this deal is 
no longer on the cards. It seems a 
pair of French girls will be occuping 
the vacant seats. 


Chris Sclater — happier times. 


re eh cgpenn 


As co-driver and brother Alan 
says, “He is just getting faster and 
faster with each event.” This is the 
first year cen which these two 
Shropshire poultry farmers have 
taken the sport seriously. Their pre- 
vious competition cars have included 
an Escort V8 and a 1300 GT but at 
the beginning of this year they pur- 
chased a brand new all-steel 2-litre 
BDA from Cosworth, and Alan got 
to work preparing the car (the 
bodyshell of which is standard type 
49). Geoff got used to a brake bias 
control for the first time on the 
Gwynedd and since then they have 
been consistently quick and reliable, 
as of course has been thecar. 

The brothers are determined to 
win the Gold Star championship this 

ear — an ambition which now seems 

ighly likely. Their brand of humour, 
enthusiasm and determination 


should stand them in good stead. 


Saaristo out? 


Our Special Stage operative from 
behind the Iron Capea (code name: 
Comrade Ivan Duffgenski) has coded 
us a message in microdots on the 
back of a stained beermat which, if 
we have the correct decoding book, 
would suggest that Skoda’s new 
ral'y driver is Roger Eriksson who 
replaces the flamboyant Markku 
Saaristo (obviously the latter breaks 
too many cars). Apparently the team 
were at one stage considering Terry 
Kaby for thedrive.... 
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Heatway Rally— 
One Stratos left 


as J-LL goes BMW 


New Caledonian Jean-Louis Leyraud 
is sticking with an old dog for a hard 
trail, rather than chance a young 
one, and ‘so he is now running his 
BMW Alpina in the Radio New 
(Zealand Heatway Rally instead of 
the new Lancia Stratos originally 
entered. Leyraud brought the Alpina 
home fifth in last year’s rally which 
was run on the North Island. This 
year it’s on the South Island and 
started in Christchurch yesterday. 

Leyraud’s switch means that only 
one Stratos is now running in the 
peeatorey This is the Ron Marks car, 
reputedly imported from Italy at a 
cost of $100,000 (Aus) by the 
Australian. Mark had his first 
serious outing in the car in the Bega 
Valley rally in New South Wales 
recently, but did not figure in the 
results. 

This Australian championship 
round was won Ross Dun- 
kerton/Jeff Beaumont of the Total 
Datsun team, with championship 
leaders Dean Rainsford/Graham 
West (Porsche Carrera) next two 
minutes in arrears. 

Andrew Cowan looks all set to 
walk away with the Group 1 section 
of the Heatway with a_ works 
Avenger, (Des O’Dell is also out 
there at present) but his task may 
now turn out to be not so easy. Top 
Aucklander Paul Adams, who is cur- 
rently joint leader in the national 
Pall Mall Rally series, decided to run 
a Group 1 Escort RS2000 instead of 
his full rally RS1600. The RS2000 
belongs to racing mechanic Peter 
Davison, who is filling the hot seat 
next to Adams. 

Adams reckons there is little 
difference between the Group 1 car 
and his regular mount on the 
Heat way. It is reputedly putting out 
180bhp(?) and with strong likelihood 
of ice and, perhaps, snow, Adams 
feel that there will be enough power 
to keep him a front runner. With the 
anticipated reliability, he said ‘‘we 
could end up in the running for 
overall victory (as well as Group 1)”. 
In any case Adams has a topnotch 
service crew in former saloon car 
champion Alan Woolf and sus- 
pension expert Don Fenwick, who 
was Adam’s co-driver in his 1970 
Silver Fern victory. . . . Results 
(British Airways permitting) next 
week. 
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Familiar scene in Newton Street, Duns, taken from outside the Jim Clark Room just before the start. 


Jim Clark 
Jabberings 


Among those who managed a 
“proper job” on the cars over the 
weekend was Dennis Pelling who hit 
the infamous bridge near the finish 
of SS4 (Yardhope) while airborne. He 
landed on the parapet which tipped 
the car over on its side and ripped 
the wheels off... other damage was 
considerable, we hear. 

@We notice that a certain West 
Country tyre firm have press- 
ganged some new recruits on to 
their technical statt this week. 
Recently a personable young man 
thought to be both bespectacled and 
bearded has been in attendance 
offering advice, service (and 
occasionally scurrilous remarks) to 
certain appropriate contenders; but 
this West country tyre firm have 
now gone one step further it seems 
for last weekend the personable, 
hard working young man was joined 
by an ebullient Wayne-like figure in 
monogrammed Stetson and hard 
ridin’ redneck  rig-out. This 
gentleman was thought to hail from 
the Midlands also. His knowledge of 
rubber technology is said to be more 
than considerable. ... 

@ The highly efficient Wendy Johns 
of the Scotsman was once more in 
action on the Jim Clark (this was 
after all a Scotsman round); not only 
had she managed to ap | along her 
Sports Editor to have a look at our 
crazy pastime, for which feat she un- 


Gavin Waugh drove with great determination on the Jim Clark, only to be 
sidelined on the penultimate stage with suspension failure. 


doubtedly qualifies for bouquets 
from Stuart Turner, but once again 
(remember the Burmah last year?) 
she had brought along her infamous 
acks of anti-midge _ stickettes. 
aturally very concerned that these 
should once again be a resounding 
success, she was somewhat con- 
cerned at the complaints raised 
about the roll-on ointment by Mick 
Jones ... until she found out that he 
was trying to stab the beasts to 
death with it! 
@Following the Samson’s accident 
on the Scottish in their brand new 
Sutton-built RS1800. It seemed that 
they might miss out on the Jim 
Clark (and hence the probability of 
more Scotsman points) before the 
magnanimous David himself offered 
them “one of my old spare ones”. 
Charles and Alec drove the car 
steadily with a view to apne | in 
the points, but their plan proved to 
be necessity when the headgasket 
began to go before the cars reached 
Plashetts even for the first time. 
Before this there had been drama 
however as on the first forestry 
stage, Charles thought he had con- 
tracted a puncture just half a mile 
from the finish. It turned out 
however that the car has lost a 
wheel, and the old RS1600 finished 
the stage hobbling along on the disc 
which naturally damaged the sus- 

msion somewhat. They did 
owever find the offending wheel in 

the trees and put it back on. 

Charles, for his part, only had the 
laster taken off his injured hand 
ast Saturday. (The accident on the 
Scottish resulted in a badly cut left 

hand and damaged tendons) so his 
right was doing most of the steering 
work, and hard work it was too but 
the crew made it to the finish, 
Charles —— the view that a 
night’s rallying was worth two 
weeks of concentrated  phy- 
siotherapy. 
@ Was it not Jeff Churchill who used 
to experience continual trouble from 
failing exhaust manifolds . . . well his 
RS1800 now belongs to Piggy 
Thompson, and the car is still up to 
its exhausting tricks. Not once, but 
twice was Piggy to be seen with the 
system hanging off over Otterburn; 
it did not however prevent him from 
putting up some very fast times. The 
car was and is in the process of bein, 
re-prepared by Tony Drummond. 
The latter again had a very reliable 
and quick run to fifth overall, the car 
iving almost no trouble. The crew 
eel that they might well have made 
it to fourth had they realized just 
how to close to Nigel Rockey they 
were... we hear there was not a 
little spoofing going on! 
@ Poor Tony Fowkes’ luck does not 
improve. He just does not seem to 


_a Mercedes on the Tour of 


have found the answer to making the 
Sanyo RS1800 go quickly. Despite a 
different sized axle for the Jim Clark 
(which did not apparently make any 
difference) Tony was again unable to 
get to grips with the —s the 
car going off more than once before 
he departed the scene. We hope that 
ritain 
will bring better things. ... 
@Seen (again) on the centre console 
of Pentti’s RS1800 in bold printed 
capital letters— “WARNING — In 
the event of a rollover hold onto the 
steering wheel tightly — Do not 
attempt to jump out”. 
@ We hear that Tony Fall’s crossflow 
Kadett has now been sold and DOT 
are busily building up another at 
Baildon which they hope to have 
ready in time for the Burmah in 
August. The recipient of the old car 
is Mr David Johnson and we gather 
that this competitive car may well be 
up for re-sale. ... 
@ We omitted to recount one aspect 
of the extraordinary state of affairs 
which led to Sean Campbell’s arrival 
in this country to compete on the 
Jim Clark last weekend. The 
magnanimous Stuart Turner 
promized to double Sean’s money if 
e won. The Irishman obliged, so 
Ford now owe him £400! 


RAC points 


Motor. RAC championship points 
following the eighth round of the 
series, the Jim Clark Memorial at the 
weekend, show little changes to the 
overall position; but owing to an 
oversight, certain points scored by 
visiting foreigners on Internationals 
have been counted to the detriment 
of British competitors. _These 
foreigners were of course not British 
license holders, unlike the men 
currently dotted around in the 
overall championship table; so it is 
only understandable that the 
situation should return to the status 


quo. 
This situation is however un- 
fortunate in so far as the points for 
other competitors are concerned, 
because it primarily affects Grou 
One where Jim McRae is now mu 
closer to Robin Eyre Maunsell than 
either driver was previously aware, a 
position which while no doubt being 
gratifying to Jim, hardly smacks of 
professional administration. The 
situation is now as follows: Overall: 


Russell Brookes 55; a Clark and Ari Vatanen 
53; Pentti Airikkala 26; Tony drummond 25; Andy 
Dawson 24; Hf Coleman 23; Chris Sclater 16; 
Tony Fall 15; Will Sparrow and Nigel Rockey 11. 

Group One: Robin Eyre Maunsell 51; Jim McRae 
46; Ronnie McCartney 32; Tony Pond and Gavin 
Waugh 30; Henry Inurrieta 25; Pat Ryan 12; 
Stuart Robertson 11; Sean Campbell 10; John 
McAlorum and Steve Smith 9. 
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Golden Sands 


The seventh International Zlatni 
Piassatzi (Golden Sands) Rally held 
over the same weekend as Donegal, 
was won by Andrez Jaroszewicz 
driving his Lancia Stratos. The 
event, a coefficient three of the Euro- 
pean “po Ga a and a round of 
the East European Rally Cham- 
pionship, had 28 special stages, a 
round-the-houses circuit race and a 
slalom in its 24-hour long, 1440kms 
route. The stages were on closed 
ublic roads varying in length from 
ive to 26kms with both good tarmac 
and loose dirt surfaces, ten of the 
stages were used in both directions. 
The circuit race held at Albena, a 
beautiful seaside resort about 15kms 
up the Black Sea coast from Zlatni 
Piassatzi, was run the day before the 
rally started. Consisting of five laps 
of a 2.7kms circuit, it needed five 
races to accommodate the 108 
entries. 

Viewed by a crowd of at least 
80,000 excited spectators, the circuit 
twisted through the streets between 
hotels and around the back of an in- 
dustrial estate (certainly a place to 
keep Basil Tye well away from!). 
Most of the crowd were disappointed 
when Bulgarian Rally ampion 
llija Tchoubrikov had troubles with 
his Renault 17 which lost him time, 
but fortunately he managed to pull a 
lot of this back to finish fourth 
overall. 

Although entries were mainly from 
East European countries, there were 
representatives om West 
Germany, Greece, Turkey and 
Belgium to give a truly international 
flavour to a well organized and 
friendly event. Polski-Fiat team 
leader Andrez Jaroszewicz was 
favourite to win despite previous 

roblems with both his ‘works 

uilt”’ Stratoses. During practice 

with a “road version” he had elec- 
trical and transmission problems 
which cut his recce time down con- 
siderably. His main rivals were 
Reiner Altenheimer with a Porsche, 
“Siroco” with a smart Alpine 
Renault, and Stawowiak driving 
Jaroszewicz’s old Fiat Abarth 124. 
Jerzy Lansberg drove his Renault 
5TS incredibly quickly. Altenheimer. 
crashed his Porsche on the second 
stage and Siroco retired just after 
halfway, so the battle was between 
Jaroszewicz and Stawowiak. After 
building up a lead of over 3mins, the 
Stratos started falling to pieces, 
both mechanically and bodily, but 
the Polski-Fiat leader just managed 
to hold off the challenge. 


1, Andrez Jaroszewicz/R. Zyszkowski (Lancia 
Stratos); 2, M. Stawowiak/J. Rozanski (rit Abarth 
EN Spyder); 3, A. Feriancz/F. Iriczfalvi (Renault 


EUROPEAN RALLY 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
FOR DRIVERS 


1 Janner (A) 

4 Marlboro Arctic SF) 
1 Galway (IRL) 

1 Boucles de Spa(B) 


Driver 

Bemard Darniche 
Antonio Zanini 
Andrez Jaroszewicz 
Tapio Rainio 

Walter Rohrl 

Jean Louis Clarr 
Salvador Cafiellas 
Lars 


ry 
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Carlsson 
Russell Brookes 
Markku Alen 
Walter Smolej 
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Roger Clark 

Billy Coleman 
Hannu Valtaharju 
Pentti Airikkala 
Bruno Saby 
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Texaco talk 


Who’s going to win the Texaco Tour 
of Britain? It could all boil down to 
something as apparently superficial 
as a steering rack. Ford, being 
especially keen on winning things, 
and being accustomed to so doing, 
homologated a quick rack for the 
RS2000 in April (among a myriad of 
“other things”) while Leyland 
drivers are making do with the 


standard Dolomite ratio of over four _ 


turns. On “real’’ stages, a quick 
rack, as any rally driver will tell you, 
is of paramount importance, and 
despite a slight power advantage, 
the Dolomite men will be hard 
pressed to catch the agile Fords in 
the tight forestry stages in Wales, or 
flat-out in Cirencester park for that 
matter. They will have to go really 
hard on the circuits to make up the 
difference. 


Esso Wyedean 


Esso have stepped in with some 
extra generous support for the 
Wyedean Stages which was such a 
successful event last year and is now 


a counter in the BTRDA Gold Star 
and Triple C championship. The im- 
mediate result of t. 


is is a change in 
title to the Esso Uniflo Wy: 
Stages. 

Regulations will be available in 
August, and it is suggested that 
would-be entrants write to Mrs Mary 
Thurston, Highbury House, Bream 
Road, Lydney, Gloucestershire for 
details (and imcluding an SABE). 
There will apparently be 65 miles of 
stages in the Forest of Dean and an 
overall route of no more than double 
this figure. 


ean 


2 Circuit of Ireland (GB) 
2 Gulf Tulip (NL) 

2 Welsh (GB) 

2 YU(YU) 


1 Marktredwitz (0) 
3 Alpin (F) 


3 Costa Brava(E) 
2 Hankiralli(SF) 
PP trtti tt it tt t& 4 LyoncCharbonnieres(F) 
3 Firestone (E) 
1 Sicily (t) 
2 Lugano(CH) 
3 Elba(|) 
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@ Tyres are clearly going to play an 
important part in victory on the 
Tour (and both works teams are 
taking the event very seriously). 
Ford are running steel braced 
German-type Dunlop SP4s of 185 
section rather than the wider 205 
sizes, having found in testing that 
the former retain their overall per- 
formance (perhaps because they run 
cooler?) longer than the 205 tyres. 

By contrast, Leyland have found 
exactly the reverse in their extensive 
testing, reckoning the 205 tyre to be 
much more predictable as well as 
being as much as three seconds a lap 

uicker at circuits like Snetterton. 

‘our regulations of course stipulate 
that the same type of tyre has to be 
run over both stages and on the 
tracks so the choice, in view of the 
fact that several Forestry tests are 
on the agenda, is critical... . 


@There is of course an entirely 
different competition going on in the 
the 


evenings during Tour of 
Britain... a sort of competition 
within a competition. 


Leading runners for “us” are ex- 
posted to include Roger Clark, Jeff: 

hurchill, Roger vans, Timo 
Makinen, Robert James, Robert 
Davies, Monty Peters, Tony 
McMahon; with possibly a “guest 
appearance” from Andrew Dawson 
acting in an advisory capacity only. 
“Them” will probably feature Gerry 
Marshall, Tony Lanfranchi, Barry 
Williams, Peter Jopp . . . hmm, 
seems we have them outnumbered. 


It is rumoured that a press team will ; 


also be formed just before the start 
of the event for the evening’s 
battles, but we won’t go into that 
here... in any case they are hardly 
equipped for overall victory. 


@RS2000s are definitely in vogue for 
the Texaco Tour of Britain — even 
members of the motor sport press, 
who love to cut a dash, are fieldin 
them. The cars will not however 

be in such an “interesting” state of 
homologation as those run from the 
works, but one, Jeremy Walton (who 
starts just two numbers ahead of 


the Hardcastle Capri), in the Reeds ! 


Rallyesport of Torquay example, 
seems well equipped for overall 
victory. How does he rate his 
chances? What will be his tactics? 
Has he booked a room over the entire 
weekend, or just the Thursday 
night? The wily old fox from 
upmarket Henley wasn’t givin 

anything away; but with an AVJ- 
built “latest-homologation special’ 
under the bonnet (reputedly giving 
160bhp) and most of the other latest 
RAC sanctioned mods, this man is 
going to be a tough competitor 
indeed. .. . With Roger Jones (whom 
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1 Danube (a) 
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he described with refreshing honesty 
as “‘the sensible one’”’), this crew are 
out on the victory trail. How has 
Jeremy managed to equip himself so 
well for the coming struggle? The 
hard bitten ex-circuit dicer: and 
gigolo confided in me as quick as 
yesterday’s copy deadline: ‘“Team 
Barclays Overdraft”... . 


@Having a first run in their new 
Chrysler on the Tour of Britain will 
be dynamic duo Jeff Churchill and 
Roger Evans in their _ Shell- 
sponsored Avenger 1300. The car 
has been assembled by Jeff’s faithful 
men, but back axle and gearbox are 
via Bernard Banning from the 
Chrysler Competition Centre and the 
motor has been prepared by 
Hartwell. The car had its first outing 
the other night and it was described 
as “going like a rocket’’. Jeff will un- 
doubtedly add some spice to the 
1300 class; although he and Roger 
will both be competing for overall 
honours every evening. 


@Those who were planning on pur- 
thasing one or other of Ford’s works 
RS2000s after the Texaco Tour of 
Britain will be out of luck; for all 
three cars are going to Finland to be 
used as recce carson the 1000 Lakes. 
It seems that regulations there now 
insist on the use of G1 cars for 
recceing.... 


One of our readers sent in this rather 
bizarre cartoon to underline his senti- 
the ECR series. 

he ECR state of play. 


Indirect competition personified. 


% BEAT THE COEFFICIENT! 
¢ CHOOSE - A- NATIONALITY { 
te AFAST CAME OF CHANCE! 


a Roy, 3 
-eGut where's the 
payout slot 7 


1 Manx Trophy (GB) 
2 Cyprus (CY) 
1 St Amandles Eaux (F) 


1 Taurus (H) 

4 San Martino (1) 
2 Sachs Baltic (D) 
2 OASC(A) 

4 RACE (E) 

1 Warsaw (PL) 
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Not fully recovered? 


I find it difficult to believe the rumour which was 
doing the rounds at Ricard suggesting that burly 
BAF Chairman Mike Keegan had refused to 
charter his 44-seater Herald to Rod Sawyer’s RTS 
travel firm because he’d heard that I was due to 
be on board. 

Those of his less charitable critics would have 
you believe that Keegan has both his business 
and his head in the clouds. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Keegan has a finely honed 
Levantine-style sense of business. Why else 
would he demand a 10 per cent increase in the 
agreed charter price a week before the off? 

The BAF Board will be pleased to learn that 
RTS eventually reprogrammed the 34 people who 
had planned to fly the BAF charter to Ricard 
using various, but often inconvenient, scheduled 
British Airways and Air France flights. 

No one seemed to bear the Chairman any malice 
and many were seen drinking his duty-free health, 
and the majority said they were prepared to fly 
BAF once the ae seed had overcome their 
unfortunate bout of gazumping. Some even 
suggested that it was probably all a terrible 
mistake which came about during his convales- 
cence while recovering from the unfortunate 
condition which overcame him at Monaco. 

Now, who says there is no charity left in the 
world? 


Some respray 


What sort of car does the current World 
Champion and Ferrari team leader drive on the 
road? You'd think that Niki would hustle around 
in one of Enzo’s latest offerings, or something 
super-smart from Fiat. I’m sure he has a garage 
full of all sorts of wheeled devices pressed upon 
him by various car makers. 

But what he’s actually gone out and spent his 
own money on is an S3 Bentley Continental. And, 
typical of Niki’s desire for total mechanical 
perfection, he’s sent it back to the Crewe factory 
to berefettled and repainted. 

But perfection has a price, as Niki discovered 
after he’d laid down the specification he required 
oF the respray. The estimate? A not so cool 

3000. 


Comic turn 


Several Ears ago I complained about the dismal 
standard of pitstops and the totally unpro- 
fessional performance of the F1 teams when 
required to perform a tyre swap. 

e upshot of which was the Marlboro- 
Goodyear Pit Stop Competition. Not just for fun, 
but for big bags tories money too. 

So now, instead of making fools of themselves 
quietly in the pits, the teams get to do it in full 
view of the watching public. 

Thus far, the contest has not been blessed with 
any great success. The first round had to be 
cancelled because Team Surtees decided they 
were too busy to participate. Next time round 
March distinguished themselves by letting their 
car tumble off the jack in mid-performance. 

This weekend it was the turn of the Shadow 
team to provide the comedy. With the back end of 
the car still high in the air, with one wheel on and 
one wheel off, Jarier dropped the clutch and fed in 
a foot full of revs. Wheel nuts flew into the air, a 
wheel bounded off down the road, and team 
manager Alan Rees did a passable impression of a 
Scotsman with a scorpion in his sporran. 


Still learning 


Corner watching with Jackie Stewart and hearing 
him give his headmaster-like report on the 
progress, antics and gymnastics of the current 
crop of driversis a real education. 

Jackie and I stood during second practice at 
Ricard last weekend where the cars come off the 
straight and through a fast long right into a 
chicane. He talked of smoothness, concentration, 
balance, control and finesse as we watched. 

He was able to show how harsh braking and 
violent acceleration off-balanced a car and slowed 
its progress. ‘‘Watch the front of Niki’s car, he 
brakes and accelerates but you hardly see the 
nose dip,” said JYS. 

Then came Jarier in the Shadow, leaping from 
one kerb to the next like a randy mountain goat. 
Comment from Jackie? None. He closed his eyes 
and shook his head. 

Too few drivers have the ability to understand 
what is happening to their car. Very few are able 
to analyze and think their problems through, 
according to Jackie. “It took me from 1965 until 


The scene is set for Jarier’s riotously eager over-anticipation to get ahead... 
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’68 to really get it right. Right so that I could 
understand what was happening and take each 
situation apart piece by piece in my mind.” 

How many drivers today manage to extract the 
maximum from their cars? “Frighteningly few,” 
is Jackie’s assessment. That doesn’t mean they’re 
not trying. It just means that they haven’t yet 
learned how to ‘“‘read” the messages the car is 
giving them. 


Brett qualifies! 


Brett Lunger, the ex-US marine who rides the 
Surtees courtesy of a consortium of New York 
businessmen, was getting the eagle eye from JYS. 
They had dined together the previous evening and 
Brett had copped for a JYS tutorial and a half- 
dozen laps around the track in a road car. It 
seemed to be helping. 

“Tt’s not possible to teach someone how to get 
onto the front row of the grid,” said Jackie. “But 
what we did there was maybe to provide him with 
some guidance which meant the difference be- 
tween qualifying and not qualifying.” 

Brett did qualify, and went on to finish 16th. 


Lunacy award 


It’s a little early in the season for awards, but I 
believe that justice would not be served if I failed 
to recognize this signal act of lunacy. 

To Southcombe Advertising and Wipac goes 
the Hugh Janus Award for the announcement of 
their involvement in the Texaco Tour of Britain. 

Allow me to reproduce their telegram: ‘“‘Stop 

ress. Wipac to sponsor Graham Hall and John 
Kerowil in Mini 1275 for Texaco Tour.” 

On its own, this pearly piece of prose would 
have qualified for the Limp Dick of the Week 
Award. But wait for it. The telegram was sent 
collect, and the magazine editor who received it 
was required to pay £2.64. 


Quotes of the week 


Stuart Turner, talking about pocket calculators: 
“There’s one out now with a “Bernie Button” — 
press it and it doubles the number you first 
thought of”. 

Divina Galica when asked by John Watson how 
she was getting on with his last year’s Surtees: 
“The car’s fine, thanks, but the crutch straps on 
the harness are a bit too short.” oO 
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cone weld 


Ari Vatanen powers over Featherwood on the second run, the morning already apparent at 4.00 am. 


~ 


The Triumvirate rules — OK 


Another polished victory for Ari Vatanen — Works Ford drivers and Russell Brookes head and shoulders - 
above the rest — Roger Clark returns to form —Sean Campbell takes Group 1 for Ford — Tough 
uncompromising rally spoiled by timing stipulations in the regulations 


Report: PETERNEWTON — 


Lest we might have forgotten the extent to 
which three drivers dominate our premier 
national rally championship, in the interven- 
ing weeks since the Scottish, Ari Vatanen, 
Russell Brookes and Roger Clark again 
underlined their corporate superiority over 
the rest last weekend. This year, these three 
men have taken turns at winning. At the 
outset, it was all Roger; then, perhaps as a 
result of his frightening experience on the 
Mintex, it has been all Ari and Russell; and 
the only outsiders who have been able to 
steal a slice of spasmodic limelight have 
been that extraordinary Finn, Pentti 
Airikkala, and the talented Mr Dawson. 

The Triumvirate’s demonstration last 
weekend was fascinating in several respects 
(indeed one has become forced to analyse 
these rallies in a rather clinical, empirical 
fashion, since external competition is no 
nearer a reality than it was two years ago). 
Firstly, the Jim Clark marked a change in 
fortunes for the man who has won this rally 
no fewer than three times since 1970: Roger 
Clark. Recent events have witnessed some 
uncharacteristic performances, which, 
judged by his previous exacting standards, 
were almost hesitant in their application; 
gone was the old assurance, the confidence, 
arrogance and panache. It was asad sight to 
see; but last weekend things were different, 


for Roger was clearly and visibly back in’ 
touch with his two younger rivals, the 


fastest times were there again, and only in 
the final Redesdale complex did he really 
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lose out to the rarified struggle going on 
around him. 

Secondly it is interesting to notice (again) 
just how close our rallies have become as the 
members of the Triumvirate, so evenly 
matched, fight it out. At the second main 
control, Plashetts, at 1.30am on Sunday 
morning, after 11 stages over both 
Otterburn Ranges and in the choking dust 
of the massive Keilder forest complex, the 
three men were exactly equal on time! (In 
fact Ari was in the theoretical lead as he had 
“cleaned” the first test on Otterburn — by 
4secs). Those 11 stages constitute some of 
the most demanding terrain in England. 


Otterburn is a place for the brave, the 


knowledgeable and the determined. The 
roads are horrendously fast and nowhere in 
the British Isles do rally cars spend longer 
pulling maximum rpm in fifth gear. Add the 
tingling uncertainty which the halflight of 
deepening night brings, the twilight which 
masks sudden dips, and chillingly concealed 


bends and yumps, and one comes to a rapid: 


conclusion that Otterburn is not a friendly 
place. Then there is the Keilder complex... . 
Keilder is the largest man-made forest in 
Europe; the trees within this daunting 100 
square-mile area are mature and stout, the 
terrain rough and corrugated. Keilder 


[NATIONAL RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 
RAC JIM CLARK RALLY 8 


Photography: COLIN TAYLOR PRODUCTIONS 


presents a challenge which in its own way is 
as demanding Beane tarmac of Otterburn in 
that Keilder is also very fast; its blind 
brows, yumps and concealed firebreak 
corners are legion. To these intrinsic 
roblems the Jim Clark adds darkness, and 
ast weekend, the most acute difficulties 
with visibility owing to dust. Yet after all 
this, the first ‘‘round’’ witnessed shared 
honours between the three Ford maestroes! 
Even as weary crews lined up in the mist to 
attempt Charterhall for the last time before 
heading home to Duns, there was a scant 
llsecs separating the victor from his 
obstinate challenger. 
_ Ari Vatanen has quickly assumed the 
mantle thrust upon him by his almost 
unique opportunity. These days, a measure 
of his esteem can be gauged by the fact that 
the event of his winning a rally attaches the 
same sort of reaction which victories by 
Roger Clark used to; namely epee A 
little. Vatanen and Brookes are incredibly 
closely matched in their performances 
behind the steering wheel, and their on- 
oing duels are now a regular feature of the 
AC championship — it’s like the days of 
the Mexico series all over again! For other 
teams and cars to be competitive in such a 
demanding sphere must be daunting indeed, 
for the former and their drivers are now so 
attuned to the pace that to break their 
stranglehold will demand a really special 
combination of car and driver. ... perhaps 
Waldegaard in a Stratos or Alen in a Fiat?! 
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The Jim Clark Memorial is a tough, un- 
compromising event. It maintains a reputation as 
a rally run for the town of Duns and for the 
competitors exclusively. There is no attempt to 
hand a social or promotional facade upon the 
blunt exterior and the rally, thanks to its compact 
time schedule its sheer number of stage miles, is 
one of the toughest nationals in the calendar — 
almost an endurance rally in some respects. Stage 
mileage fell only a little short of that witnessed in 
home internationals this year; yet this mileage is 
tackled in just 12 hours. Just as the rally has a 
reputation for rege competition, so the organis- 
ation, undertaken by the Northumbrian Car Club, 
also has a reputation for entrenched, almost 
reactionary insularity. The club has steadfastly 
,Mmaintained a similar system of timing on this 
event for a number of years now, and seasoned 
campaigners foresaw a number of potential 
pitfalls in the regulations which on the night, 
owing to circumstances beyond the control of the 
organisers, contrived to produce a most unsatis- 
factory state of affairs. 

The crux of the matter, in brief, is that there 
was no provision for an arrival control at stage 
starts; that is to say no delay allowance or 
scheduled stage start time was stipulated or 
offered. In theory this situation was an under- 
standable one and as an attempt to keep the rally 
together rather than strung out across the 
countryside over long grees of time, it is logical 
(although a system of target timing is demon- 
ence superior). The problem occurs when 
leading cars, for whatever reason, are reluctant to 
start stages on their arrival. Last weekend the 
problem of dust in Keilder was as predictable as it 
could be, and naturally competitors were keen to 
secure for themselves the optimum conditions 
possible under which to drive the tests. In effect 
this meant that competitors were chary of 
starting a stage immediately behind one another, 
preferring to spin out time as best they could 
while awaiting the settling of dust. The only way 
to accomplish this feat was to “block” a stage 
start and decline to begin a stage until outside 
pressures deemed it absolutely necessary. The 
regulations presupposed this game of brinkman- 
ship with marshals (allowing it to flourish) and a 
bewilderin array of final instructions, 
distributed just a minute or two before the start, 


apparently indicated that competitors could: 


arrive at some controls before their 40mph 
average time, but not at others. This arbitrary 
dictum further complicated proceedings and the 
system in general created an unhealthy precedent 
of double standard, in that while leading cars were 
very often able to extract a time interval of up to 
five minutes between their own sp aeseee through a 
stage and that of the preceeding competitor, a 
“house-of-cards” situation built up among the 
middle to later numbers, so that as queues built 
up at stage starts, and those at the front did not 
want to start while those at the back were urging 
them to do so. Marshals were almost powerless to 
retain effective control over proceedings — there 
being no delay allowance beyond the statutory 30 
minutes lateness. 

Small wonder then that a feeling of anarchy was 
always in the air as co-drivers demanded a delay 
allowance which could not be given. To predict a 


start time would have been foolhardy indeed. It is 
hardly surprising that under such circumstances, 
with midges and mosquitoes at their most 
vitriolic and dust and fatique at their most 
obtrusive, tempers should fray. 

The double standard situation is made all the 
more regrettable in that it is so easily avoidable, 
for modern target timing could have accommo- 
dated such ecological circumstances as were 
present at the weekend and ensured. universal 
parity with the leaders’ circumstances eg: a 
competitor’s due time into a control is based on 
his finish time from the previous stage. On his 
arrival at the next one, his start time is written in 
on his card there and then, so as soon as he checks 
in at the control, he is committed to departing one 
minute behind the car in front. This writer does 
not pretend to be any kind of authority on the 
intricacies of event scheduling, and doubtless the 
above thoughts have their drawbacks, but these 
days it does seem a little precarious to base one’s 
timing system without arrival controls. Protests 
were many on Sunday morning and various hasty 
arbitrary decisions were taken which eventually 
resulted in the abolition of all lateness penalties! 
A decision which reinstated previously OTL com- 
pevitors and naturally upset those who had 

enefitted from the former’s exclusion. It was a 
depressing way to wind up what is an intrinsicall 
excellent event, with a results system whic 
proves that one does not necessarily need a 
computer to be efficient these days. Looking at 
the sea of drawn, dusty faces lined up outside the 
queries and protests room, it was difficult not to 
have some misgivings about the motivation 
which results in spending one’s Saturday/Sunday 
charging about in the darkened wilds, only to 
return to bitterness and acrimony. As one 
experienced local spokesman remarked “‘this was 
inevitable, it’s been brewing up for years.”’ It is 
surely no coincidence that this country’s best 
stage rallies are organized by a predominance of 
active competitors. me te s 

Enough of the depression . . . back to the rally! 
RS1800s of the correct sort are in as short supply 
as ever, and demand for works type cars has far 
pineraened supply. However after some frenetic 
efforts from Boreham and the intervention of 
Peter Ashcroft, Pentti Airikkala was able to start 
the event in a car which the previous week had 
been lurking under the Moroccan sun. This was 
the ex-Makmen Firestone Rally car, which had 
been briefly used as recce car by John Taylor in 
Morocco and had been fitted with extra long front 
struts and other unique modifications. The car 
had been driven overland non-stop by two of 
Boreham’s personnel in order to get it back in 
time for a cursory re-preparation job. The LHD 
car was run under the Sutton/Avon banner as 
usual Meanwhile amid all the speculation which 
is currently surrounding Billy Coleman’s future 
rally plans, the latter appeared with his old forest 
car reprepared by Thomas Motors; while the 
works appeared with their usual cars for Ari and 

oger. 

‘ony Drummond brought along his successful 
Johnsons of Gainsborough/Esso car, although he 
had found it necessary to partially rebuild it after 
ie pues en of the Scottish — new cylinder 

lo 


Chris Sclater’s impressive performance came to nothing after a hard landing precipitated oil circulation 
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failure. Chris had worked the Avenger up to fourth overall before retirement. 


(oversize pistons to fit the old one are in 


short supply and a new set of pistons was a 
“must”’); new gearbox, front crossmember and 
rear suspension ... the Scottish was a rough 
event! Tony was running (Phil) Short hand-cut 
Dunlop slicks for the considerable tarmac stage 
mileage. Nigel Rockey made a welcome re-appear- 
ance at the wheel of his immaculate all white, 
Norman Harvey-owned RS1800, complete with all 
the latest “tweaks” including a very powerful 
engine courtesy of Mike Phillips who has been 
working in conjunction with Cosworth lately. 
After his favourable impressions on the Welsh, 
Nigel was determining to run Goodyear racers in 
the forest and a number had been specially made 
for the occasion by Harry Gee’smen.... 

But what about all the opposition which we 
hear about but which never actually seems to 
materialise. Just as Leyland Cars were at 
Abingdon rather than Duns (enough said), so the 
“senior” half of DTV were at Shepreth; work on 
the new car having finally defeated the team at 
11.30pm the previous night. Thus we were left 
with two Chryslers and a Datsun as principal 
Ford —— The Coventry team, under the 

eneralship of none other than Bernard Unett, 

ave retained their Donegal-type lowered suspen- 
sion and Chris Sclater was using the same car he 
drove on the Welsh but fitted with the engine 
which has now done the Scottish and Donegal 
without overhaul. Andy Dawson, having returned 
his powerful but damaged TC engine to Japan for 
a rebuild, had fitted the lesser of the two units 
(this one giving well under 200bhp) but seemed 
happy with the way in which his links with the 
company are developing. By August he should be 
in possession of “honourable Andybox”’ ( or a 
high ratio steering rack as we would say!), a close 
ratio gearbox (this is already in the country) and 
his high performance engine. These additions, 
Andy feels, may get him among the Escorts; we 
are sure heis right. 


RALLY 


In some ways perhaps it was surprising that the 
Jim Clark started at all. The climate in England 
recently has been unusual to say the least, and it 
is unlikely if the forests have ever been so dry and 
susceptible to fire risk. A fire was indeed still 
raging in the Pickering area of Yorkshire, further 
south, and this disaster (in which, of course, is 
great rallying country) was expected to have put 
at risk the intention of the organizers to use 
Keilder. (The thought of a serious forest fire 
within the acres of the latter does not bear too 
much idle speculation). All however appeared 
well, and in what we have come to regard as 
perennial broiling sunshine, the Jim Clark started 
at 7.30pm from outside the Jim Clark Rooms in 
Duns as usual. 

There has been much speculation over the 
alleged use of pace notes by leading competitors 
recently, and several stories of illegal practising 
were being swopped for quantities of beer in the 
many fine hostelries within the town prior to the 
start. The RAC have belatedly made a ruling on 
the situation, and it is now no longer legal to have 
any form of marked map within the car. Any 
marks whatsoever which are discovered on 
(regulation size only) maps will henceforth being 
constituted as ‘‘notes”, and in keeping with the 
new ruling, there was a stringent but civilized 
pace-note check before the first Otterburn test. 
After all the gossip and innuendo, it would have 
been a foolhardy co-driver indeed who was caught 
with his map pockets down. The usual Jim Clark 
route of two visits to the Otterburn military 
complex with an 80-mile loose surface loop of 
Keilder sandwiched between them was followed, 
and Charterhall (where the late Jim Clark used to 
race) again formed the first and final stages — 
there were 19 in all. Charterhall is now an un- 
remarkable place (like most disused aerodromes) 
but one corner, a medium left-hand bend, was 
assumed from its arrowing, to be a hairpin right 
by a number of crews ncuidng Vatanen/Bryant, 
and the APG car began its rally by spinning off 
backwards into a fence. Worse was to follow ton 
ever for after two Otterburn tests, taken in rapid 
succession, Ari found his brakes overheating 
dramatically to the extent that six or seven 
pumps of the pedal were required to derive any 
ife from them at all. The fluid was boiling and 
there was no alternative but to leave the ranges 
for service between the third and fourth tests. Ari 
rejoined (on his maximum lateness!) with the car 
fit again, and it is a tribute to his tremendous 
speed that despite all the dramas, including losing 
nearly 20secs on Charterhall, he still led Clark by 
1l1secs after the first tarmac session (five stages), 
Brakes (or lack of them) became a feature of many 
people’s Otterburn experiences, but perhaps it is 
significant that both Vatanen’s and Airikkala’s 
rear brakes were smoking much more merrily 
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continued 
than those of the others. 

Pentti began a miserable rally when right at the 
outset he discovered that the car was not 
handling to his liking (probably due to the 
‘grasshopper’ front struts). By the end of: 

eatherwood, the brake pedal had all but 
disappeared and he booked in on his maximum 
lateness at the immediately following Silloans, 
after the Sutton mechanics had attempted to fix 
the problem. The next stages were a little tense as 
the brakes were totally erratic and one ‘moment’ 


when the rear brakes locked on just before a’ 


yump while the RS1800 was flat-out in fifth will 
doubtless remain with both crew members for 
some time. By a combination of good fortune and 
car control, Pentti kept out of trouble until 
Chirdon Moor (the second of the Keilder tests) 
when on the very first corner, a righthander, the 
brakes disappeared altogether and Pentti could 
not hold it on the track. The car went up onto its 
side before landing back on the wheels in a ditch. 
No spectators were at hand so the car stayed 
where it was; a slightly damaged wing, its only 
injury. Much later, that morning, as dawn broke 
over the moors and we discussed what 
alternatives might have been to passing a 
Saturday night/Sunday morning of sleepless 
purgatory with an attentive host of midges as 
companions, the co-driver remarked with cynical 
irony, “To think that some people do this for a 
living!”’ 

Already the pattern was clear. The triumvirate 
sped away from the field, locked in their own 
separate battle, while the remainder squabbled 
for places. The Group 1 situation was a 
fascinatin 
another of his classic drives in the White Horse 
Avenger. Despite boiling brake fluid and a loose 
TCA. he had taken a substantial amount of time 
off Robin Eyre-Maunsell on the tar in the opening 
tests, but the latter had closed the gap to an 
estimated two seconds before he rolled the A.S. 
Baird Avenger onto its side and between two 
trees in Wellhaugh. Although the car was 
driveable, there was no hope of extracting it 
without close ground support, so Gavin then 
found himself comfortably in the lead from Henry 
Inurrieta (the latter on this occasion with Dave 
West co-driving, following a difference of opinion 
with Martin Whale the previous day) who was 
also now content to drive steadily. Jim McRae 
was already out of contention thanks to a fuel 

ump failure on Carrick during which he lost at 
east three minutes, so Sean Campbell, who 
thanks to a much publicised fortuitous gratuity 
from Ford, was over from Ireland in his Northern 
Excavators RS2000, lay third, driving in a most 
impressively smooth style. Conditions for the 
later numbers (approximately from number 20 
downwards) were never easy in Keilder, and they 
were never able to take similar time increments as 


the early runners had enjoyed. 


ate 


Stage times 

SS1 Charterhall 1: 1, Clark 1.52; 2, Brookes 1.56; 3=Airikkala and 
Rockey 1.59; 5=Coleman and Thompson 2.00. 

SS2 Featherwood 1: 1, Vatanen (cleaned by 4secs) — 6.56; 2, 
Brookes 7.10; 3, Clark 7.11; 4=Coleman and Airikkala 7.18. 

SS3 Sitloans 1: 1, Brookes 8.30; 2, Vatanen 8.31; 3=Clark and 
Thompson 8.40; 5, Drummond 8.42. : 

SS4 Yardhope 1: 1, Vatanen 6.35; 2, Clark 6.42; 3, Brookes 6.45; 
4, Rockey 6.49; 5, Thompson 6.54. 

SS5 Carrick 1: 1, Clark 6.43; 2, Vatanen 6.45; 3, Brookes 6.47; 
4=Sclater, Drummond and Thompson 6.58. 

SS6 Pundershaw: 1=Brookes and Rockey 6.41; 3, Vatanen 6.44; 
4, Clark 6.45; 5, Dawson 6.47. 

SS7 Chirdon Moor: 1, Vatanen 12.52; 2, Brookes 12.56; 3, Clark 
12.59; 4, Dawson 13.00; 5, Drummond 13.17. 

SS8 Welthaugh: 1, Vatanen 8.41; 2, Clark 8.43; 3, Brookes 8.44; 
4, Dawson 8.57; 5, Sclater 9.04. 

SS9 Buckfell: 1, Clark 9.57; 2, Brookes 10.01; 3, Dawson 10.12; 4, 
Vatanen 10.18; 5, Thompson 10.19. 
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one, for Gavin Waugh was producing . 


Dust eventually claimed a very unlucky 
Inurrieta on Highfield, half-a-mile from the finish 
of the stage, when a yellow cloud of fine dust lay 
disguising a corner at the finish of a long straight. 
The car went off sideways, stopping just a foot 
from the track, its nearside Aieete OVER YY 


lodged in the depressions left by two rocks which- 


the car had unearthed. Sean Campbell, with the 
experienced Hugh McNeill beside him, now slid 
into second place in G1. ... 


Among the leaders from the start had been 
none other than Piggy Thompson, having his 
second outing in the ex-Churchill RS1800. 
Following a_ self-destruction Derby on the 
Scottish, Piggy has had the car substantially re- 
prepared at Drummond’s workshop. He seemed 
very pleased with initial results, seemingly 
surprised that all was going well at last. His 
times, particularly over Otterburn, were most 
impressive and despite a spin and a stall on 
Wellhaugh, he was eighth at Byrness having been 
as high as fourth after five stages. Nigel Rockey, 
though well pleased with his tyre experiments, 
was beginning to suffer from a transmission 
synchromesh problem which worsened 
considerably as the night deepened. He was 
nevertheless enjoying a fine return to the fray, a 
run which was so nearly curtailed at the very end 
when a strut collapsed on the final Otterburn 
test. 


__ Before the crews had reached Keilder village for 
the fuel stop at midnight, an unhappy Billy 
Coleman retired the Thomas Motors 81800 in 
Deadwater when it appears that the crankshaft 
broke, aerating the bottom of the engine. Billy 
had hitherto been having another frustrating 
drive, hampered once more by the old problem of 
uncontrollable brake bias which so troubled him 
last year. 


The forests were now an opaque world of fine 
swirling dust, the atmosphere filled with 
lemming-like avalanches of ‘Burmah-style’ 
midges feasting upon the poor unfortunates who 
dared to go near. A hasty retreat to Byrness was 
called for, and at 2.20am the familar southern 
treeline came alive with swinging headlamp arcs 
as the leading cars wended their way towards an 
hour’s richly deserved rest halt. The final three 
stages in the Redesdale complex between 
Plashetts and Byrmess appear to have been 
decisive in the battle for thelead: Roger Clark was 
first on the road, but Brookes and Vatanen had 
respectively taken 21 and an amazing 36secs off 
him in these three tests; the times to some extent 
explained by the fact that Roger reportedly had a 
minor overshoot at the hairpin near the finish of 
the final stage in this sequence, Blakehope. These 
days, time increments like the above are seldom 
recouped. As the cars burbled through the ford 
into the service area below the that familar old 
Byrness cafe, Vatanen led Brookes by 11secs and 
Clark in turn was some 21secs behind. There was 
then a gap of nearly four minutes to Rockey 
Drummond, Sclater and Dawson. Murray 
Grierson, on his way tc 9 sound eighth overall and 
at this stage lying ninth, was top Scot; but three 


ern 


$S10 Deadwater: 1, Clark 5.13; 2, Vatanen 5.16; 3, Brookes 5.17; 
4, Sclater 5.21; 5, Dawson 5.22. 

SS11 Bewshaugh: 1, Brookes 6.16; 2, Clark 6.18; 3, Vatanen6.19; 
4, Dawson 6.31; 5, Rockey 6.33. 

SS12 Highfield: 1, Vatanen 12.37; 2, Brookes 12.41; 3, Clark 
12.51; 4, Rockey 13.28; 5, Thompson 13.34. 

$S13 Rooken Edge: 1, Vatanen 10.01; 2=Clark and Brookes 
10.12; 4, Rockey 10.38; 5, Thompson 10.45. 

$S14 Blakehope: 1=Vatanen and Brookes 4.17; 3, Dawson 4.24; 
4, Clark 4.28; 5, Rockey 4.31. 

SS15 Featherwood 2: 1, Vatanen 7.01; 2, Brookes 7.09; 3, Clark 
7.13; 4=Drummond and Rockey 7.31. 

$S16 Silloans 2: 1, Brookes 8.20; 2, Clark 8.25; 3, Vatanen 8.31; 
4, Thompson 8.39; 5, Rockey 8.44. 

$S17 Yardhope 2:1, Vatanen 6.17; 2, Brookes 6.22; 3, Clark 6.30; 
4, Drummond 6.42; 5, Thompson 6.46. 

$S18 Carrick 2: 1, Brookes 6.21; 2, Vatanen 6.22; 3, Clark 6.29; 
4, Drummond 6.43: 5, Rockey 6.52. 

$S19 Charterhail 2: 1, Drummond 1.58; 2, Thompson 1.59; 3, 
Vatanen 2.01: 4, Dawson 2.02; 5, Clark 2.05. 


of his compatriots were in various states of 
disrepair following a vicious yump_ in 
Featherwood (SS2). Many crews were misled by a 
caution board placed on only a moderate yump. 
The one which followed was inestimably worse. 
Bill Taylor damaged the front suspension and 
steering rack so badly that he retired forthwith, 
while both Donald Heggie and Willie Crawford 
bent their racks. Donald later had a broken 
exhaust and front anti-roll bar to add to the tale. 
He was technically OTL according to the 
regulations which guided the rally at the start of 
the event, yet in the belief that some common 
sense would prevail, Heggie and Dean soldiered 
on and were eventually rewarded with ninth 
overall (they think!). 

As the cars growled in among the chicken 
curries, the ersatz tea and the constant stream of 
ribaldry and abuse directed at the miniature 
attacking flying machines, so the pattern was 
established. Andy Dawson had clipped a large 
rock just over three miles into the long 12-mile 
Highfield stage. He nursed the hobbling Datsun 
to the finish on a front wheel flat tyre, but lost 
nearly two minutes in doing so. This setback 
however did not diminish his enthusiasm for his 
new Klebers (a deal signed last week). Russell 
Brookes looked as if he had been hit in the left eye, 
but it was only a few playful midges who had 
decided to close it for him with a concentrated 
attack. Optrex was contributing towards his 
continued quick times . . . Sean Campbell had 
badly bent the back axle on a giant rock sitting in 
the centre of the track, and it seemed doubtful at 
this stage whether he would get the car to the 
finish; while Chris Sclater, although of course well 
down on power and up on weight as usual, was 
again driving vigorously in the Chrysler. He 
started the next stage (the first of the re-run over 
Otterburn) 5secs behind Tony Drummond and 
completed it 9secs in front. ...but in doing so he 
yumped the car a little too violently and bent the 
sump sufficiently to damage the internal oil pump 
(the Chrysler motor still used wet sump 
lubrication) which brought to a premature en 
another fine effort. During the night the leaders 
had all been playing waiting games and ‘blocking’ 
at stage starts, but now, with the coming of dawn 
out on the ranges, the ravages of the forests and 
the controversial tactics were forgotten as the 
last tests were tackled. There was cruel luck in 
store for Gavin Waugh who on the very last 
Otterburn, Carrick 2, broke the front suspension 
and retired, having led G1 from the outset. ...and 
for Andy Dawson who, while holding fourth place 
after another consistently polished performance, 
had the distributor jump out in the same stage (it 
is held in by a 10mm bolt) and had to stop to re- 
time the ignition, losing a further minute and 
finishing the stage with a red Cossack Escort 
lights ablaze, on his rear bumper. 

For Sean Campbell, no rally would be complete 
without cracking a sump (is it solely for reasons of 
profit margins that an alloy one is fitted?). He 
managed this feat twice on the Jim Clark, and the 
second time through Otterburn he did it properly, 
yet still made it to the finish after a cool and 

rofessional drive. Jim McRae too managed the 

inish albeit with no clutch, something he had 
been without for nine stages. ... 

Yet the final drama was fittingly reserved for 
Russell who more than made up for the crowd’s 
long wait in the morning mist at Charterhall by 
some inspired ‘bumpstops’ motoring. He had 
returned to Byrness (with just one stage still to 
complete) still 1lsecs behind Ari after a 
tremendous battle out on the misty moorlands. It 
was of course far too much for even the most 
ardent Brookes fan to expect him to make up the 
deficit on this one airfield test, but Russell of 
course never knows when to give up trying, and 
with typical guile, the crew hung back as the mist 
lifted to reveal more of the stage. The Andrews 
Heat car made a splendid sight as Russell showed 
us all why we watch and he drives (well, alright! 
he did spin on the marbles where Ari went off the 
previous evening, and he did stall the engine, but 
it was splendid until then!). Despite the 
misdemeanour, Russell was still only 6secs slower 
than Roger over the test, so his time excluding 
spin and stall might well have been utterly 
astounding — it certainly looked it. Besides, there 
was always the previous night’s record (of 1m 52s 
set by Roger) to go for. ...the championship is still 
wide open. 
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correspondence 


Just an illusion 


I read with much interest your interview with 
Keith Greene following his great success with 
Alain de Cadanet and his team at Le Mans (June 
24). 

There is one point that I must take up, however, 
and that is Keith’s remark, ‘‘I did have hopes of 
coming second. But then you can’t combat that 
sort of thing, when they march off down the pit 
lane with 25 mechanics.” ‘“‘They” in this context 
being the Grand Touring Cars team, who pre- 
pared and operated thet wo JCB-Mirage cars. 

Keith, we had a total of ten men plus one enthu- 
siastic student, for two cars, which is slightly 
fewer men per car than your six men for the one 
car. Of the ten men, six were mechanics but three 
of these had never been to a sportscar race before, 
let alone Le Mans. Of the others, we had one elec- 
trician who was also foreman; one body specialist; 
and two enthusiasts who drive the transporter, 
look after the spares and equipment, refuel the 
cars and fill the oil tanks. 

In addition, I must mention that preparation of 
the Mirages, and their engines, commenced on 
April 20 with four full-time men only — the cars 
having stood idle since last November while their 
fate was decided. 

Alain’s effort was superb, there is no question, 
but we were second, on fifth, witha private team 
consisting mainly of enthusiasts, and having only 
ten men, not 25. Maybe there just looked to be 
more of them because they moved twice as fast! 
ASCOT, BERKS. JOHN HORSMAN, 

Team Manager, 
Grand Touring Cars Inc. 


Unwarranted criticism 


Some of your comments in last week’s issue, 

reviewing the French GP at Paul Ricard, are no 
onger justified. For the past two years both the 
officials and the police have been extremely cour- 
teous, and the crowd has been far larger than at 
the majority of European races. In addition the 
circuit provides a variety of technical problems 
for both constructors and drivers, and at the same 
time has very good facilities and an excellent 
safety record. All in all it is one of the best venues 
on the Grand Prix calendar, and certainly does 
not warrant snide remarks. 
LONDON SW10. DAVID PHIPPS, 
Phipps Photographic 


Revealing side-slits 


Following on from Mr Lees’s letter (June 24), in 
which he suggests bodywork regulations to allow 
spectators to see more of drivers at the wheel, 
surely the answer can be found in the Tyrrell P34. 

The small perspex slots enabling the drivers to 
see the front wheels could be enlarged to include 
the entire bodywork around the driver. We could 
then watch our hero’s “‘arms and elbows” at work 
once again, and the hard-done-by spectator could 
then be reassured that beneath each helmet there 
is in fact a real live driver. 

How.about it, Mr Tyrrell? 


LONDON N20. TIM HARRISON. 


Drinks and smokes © 
— onthe BBC 


Regrettably I feel compelled to drag up the old 
saga concerning sponsorship and television. Sup- 
porting the reason for the BBC not televizing our 
sport is that the advertisements are at the centre 
of action, not at the sidelines, as on football 
pitches and horse race tracks, 

It was with great interest that I watched the 
Embassy GP for powerboats televised by the 
BBC on Saturday, June 26. I was infuriated 
(although not wholly surprised) to see Marlboro 
and Carlsberg in large decals on the hulls of 
certain outfits. 

For me, this is a blatant contradiction of the 
reasons I and thousands of others received in 
reply to complaints about the BBC’s decision to 
ban the televizing of motor racing. If this is the 
way a Government-run company conducts itself, 
then no wonder the country is collapsing about 
our ears! 
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Unfortunately, the situation seems irrevocable, 
for what can one say in the face of such rudeness? 
The BBC has treated us as a diseased limb, to be 
cut off and discarded. I can only endorse the ideas 
of other correspondents who have suggested 
writing to our respective MPs. 

May I take this opportunity to congratulate 
you on an excellent magazine. 


SWINDON, WILTS. ANDY MARSHALL. 


A few ideas to 
be going on with 


May I comment upon P. H. Rutter’s letter of June 
24, which raises two interesting points? 

Firstly, gross national apathy in motor racing. 
It is painfully obvious that a considerable amount 
of this apathy is within motor racing itself — talk 
to motoring correspondents, they will confirm 
this. If a driver’s private life is of more interest to 
the media than his track exploits, you cannot 
blame the newspapers for using that fact — after 
all, their responsibility is to sell papers. Incident- 
ally, while on the subject of national paper 
coverage, congratulations to a certain Formula 
Ford team manager who, through a sponsored 
slim (proceeds to Graham Hill fund) managed to 
interest at least one national evening newspaper 
— nice one, Bob. 

Secondly, the idea of creating a central sponsor- 
ship fund. Doubtless extremely difficult to 
administer, but at least Mr Rutter’s idea shows 
that he is interested in our sport, and constructive 
suggestions such as this can only, I trust, help 
lessen the overall apathy which exists — and who 
knows, someone in the higher echelons of our 
sport may just think “what a good idea, perhaps 
weought totry it’’. 

I have given some thought to a championship 
which could assist in establishing a driver who 
could then progress right through to Formula 1. 
It is obviously only a basic format, but hopefully 
it may give some food for thought. 

It would be based on Formula Ford — it is all 
very well to have a national Formula 3 champion- 
ship, but if the majority of aspiring Formula Ford 
drivers can’t afford to buy, let alone run, an F3, 
the choice of British drivers is going to be some- 
what limited. 

1, Open to British national drivers only. 

2, £10 registration fee (proceeds to overall 
kitty). 

8, 24 rounds — 20 to count, but must include at 
least one race at each circuit in the champion- 


ship. 

4, Major sponsor to provide prize fund of, say, 

£5000. £250 per meeting: first, £100; second, 

£70; third, £40; and so on. 

5, Points as usual 9-6-4-3-2-1. 1 pt for fastest 
lap, 1 pt for pole position, 2 pts for heat win. 

6, Guaranteed prize fund before championship 
starts, so that know exactly what they 
will win, thus ensuring that their financial 
commitments and ability (if good ha will 
be assured of a definite return. Dunlop, 
Champion, Duckhams, £1000 each. Cheap oe 
licity to be associated with a promotion such as 
this! Grovewood £2000. Should, after all, go to 
a Formula Ford driver, whe else will do so 
many races all over the country against such 
intense competition and come out on top, like 
Richard Morgan and Geoff Lees? People like 
these are the ones we should be promoting. 
Registration fees £600 (based on 60 drivers 
registering) and, finally, a Formula 3 car with 
full works support. 

A championship such as this will also have the 
ideal side effect of allowing lesser club drivers 
more ofa chance in other Formula Ford races, and 
lessen the need for the really quick drivers to 
compete in every championship at great expense 
and, grag for very little return. 

Well, there we are, just some ideas to think 
about. Let’s stop knocking lack of media interest, 
disinterested sponsors and so on, and put a con- 
structive package together which will have them 
all trying to jump on the band wagon. 

In conclusion, may I congratulate all concerned 
with Alain de Cadenet and Chris Craft’s fine 
effort at Le Mans, and commiserate with Chris 
Craft at not being nominated by AUTOSPORT 
readers for the John Player Grand Prix Escort 
race — people have such short memories. 
CATERHAM, SURREY. P. W. HAND. 


the editor is not bound to agree with readers opinions 


Use British drivers 


I write on behalf of the ‘“‘Out In The Cold Top 
Class British Racing Drivers Club”. It’s been said 
many times before, and this letter will not be the 
last, but when are some of the British-based F1 
and F2 teams and organizations going to realize 
that there is a wealth of talent going to waste in 
this country? 

The kind of driver to whom I, as a British fan, 
refer are the likes of Bob Evans, Tony Trimmer 
and Brian Henton. Maybe these gentlemen, and 
many others, do not approach teams armed with 
acres of sponsorship stickers and a large bank 
balance to back them up, but there is no gettin, 
away from the fact that they are damned goo 
drivers and, given a reliable, fast car and first 
class mechanics, they could “bring home the 
goods” — immediately! 

Far too many British teams in Formulae 1, 2 
and 3 rely on foreign drivers, a lot of whom are 
very good. But then again, some of them take 
months to become consistent finishers and points- 
scorers in spite of their backing. 

Bob Evans struggled manfully with the BRM 
for almost a year, only to receive a kick in the 
teeth for his efforts with what was the ultimate 
non-starter. He then made a brief return to 
Formula 5000 and immediately finished in the 
points towards the end of last season. 

Tony Trimmer had a go in the Maki, another 
doomed project, and then looked set to walk all 
over Formula Atlantic, thus proving his ability 
against some notable regular Atlantic drivers. 

And Brian Henton is a much sought-after 
driver for his ability to test and sort out cars for 
other ‘‘top-class” drivers. Surely a driver’s job is 
to drive, and if he (or she!) enjoys doing it, all the 
better. 

If I was running cars in the three premier inter- 
national formulae, I would do my utmost to 
ensure that at least half the drivers were British. 
But I’m not, so I can just hope that my point is 
emphasized by more good results from the British 
drivers lucky enough to bein there fighting. 
BECKENHAM KENT. JOHN RUSSELL. 


Thanks to Nottingham 
SCC officials 


May I through this column express my thanks to 
the marshals, doctor and officials of the Notting- 
ham Sports Car Club for their kind and efficient 
help following my accident in Formula Vee 
ractice, at Cadwell Park (Sports Extra, June 24). 
e damage to the car was not too serious and, 
following the help of the other Vee drivers and 
members of the Formula Vee Association, the car 
should be ready for the next Vee race at Brands 
Hatch on July 25. 


LONDON E11. MARK GODDARD. 


Then as now? 


In the issue of 25 years ago this week, 
AUTOSPORT majored on the Grand Prix 
d’Europe, run that year at Rheims. After a 
battle with the Ferraris of Ascari and 
Villoresi, Fangio’s Alfa Romeo took the 
flag first. The race time? A little under 3} 
hours.... Things were different in those 
days; as Fangio caught Ascari for the lead, 
the Italian stopped at his pit to have a row 


with the team manager about the Alfa’s 


superior speed! There was a certain 
amount of comment about “the students of 
today” and their hooliganism at Rheims — 
plus ¢a change... . Editorial comment that 
week was along familiar lines — the failure, 
yet once more, of the BRM V16 to come to 
the line, this time at the French Grand 
Prix. At the Ring, the Eifel F3 race 
provided a win for Ian Burgess. Among the 
classifieds, Kings Autos were still trying to 
shift that 1930 Bentley for £325 and 
finding notakers.... 
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TOUR OF BRITAIN 


See Sunday, July 11 
9.00-17.00 


Special Events 


Towns on or ner route 


Loton Park , 


oo) 


Who would have thought that, after 
an apprenticeship of just three 
ears, the Tour of Britain would 
ave evolved into the motoring 
extravaganza which it undoubtedly 
now is? This year all the past Tour 
winners have entered again — James 
Hunt, Roger Clark and Tony Pond — 
plus a great many other inter- 
nationally famed racing and rally 
drivers. The Texaco Tour of Britain 
is unparalleled as a class, com- 
petent stage-managed ‘‘show’’, 


Stratford-upon-Avon 


Tour of Britain preview Ea 


Hat-trick for rallymen? 


and must surely now be considered 
third in line for the title of Britain’s 
most Populer motor sporting event 
— after the Lombard RAC Rally and 
the John Player Grand Prix. 

But why should this incon- 

uously named event (‘‘Tour of the 

idlands” would be nearer the 
mark), for showroom family saloons 
(as the competing vehicles will 
undoubtedly be referred to by the 
commentators this weekend), have 
captured the imagination of public, 


press and sponsors alike? Obviously 
the fact that this three-day tyre 
squealing circus of sliding, spinning 
and yumping uses production saloon 
cars as its medium is of great signifi- 
cance. Manufacturers which out- 
wardly treat this event as ‘‘a bit of a 
break — somewhat Mickey Mouse 
but very good fun” are inwardly 
apprehensive and tense, with large 
budgets riding on the outcome. This 
reflects the prestige and esteem with 
which cracking this unique event is 
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The original winner —James Hunt. 


associated. 

Most important, though, is that 
the Texaco Tour of Britain en- 
compasses many of the most salient 
aspects of motor racing and rallying. 
That this event’s parameters are so 
wide-ranging is the very essence of 
its appeal. When Peter Browning 
and the BRSCC formulated the show 
they included two magic, almost 
mystic, ingredients. The magician’s 
touch was provided by combining 
one of the closest forms of motor 
racing with the spectacle of special 
stages. The visual appeal of both 
sports was blended in a way which 
could provide three days of 
abandoned pleasure for spectators, 
allowing one to get right “into” the 
event, moving around the route to 
choicest vieMing preferences, and all 


within a timetable allowing a casual, | have you believe, and the most | Brian Culcheth last year, will be 
good humoured ambience _ to | fancied of these must be the Ford. | another interesting team to watch 
predominate. The Escort RS2000 has two wins | closely, for their two Triumph TOUR OF BRITAIN 


The mystique is something neither 
the advertising nor the general 
razzmattazz can truly reflect. It is in 
the tenuous undercurrents of rivalry 
and associated out-psyching which 
are prevalent among the drivers and 


Itinerary 
FRIDAY, JULY 9 


ca 
Second winner — Roger Clark. 


their camps of assistants. These 
permeate the atmosphere before the 
start, and the air becomes positively 
thick at the circuit and special stage 
venues en route. This happens, of 
course, because two completely 
different ‘‘types” of competitor are 
brought together. Luckily we are not 
talking about the disposition of 
Manchester United or Tottenham 
Hotspur supporters and, instead of 
aggravation, the “rally” and 
“racing” troupes play off against 
each other wath a good natured and 
often inspirational camaraderie. 
These are perhaps some of the 
ingredients which go together to 
help make the Tour such a unique 
and successful annual cavalcade. 
Only the makers of the chariots take 
it more seriously than they might 


already to its credit, and no fewer 
than 17 such cars are appearing this 
year on the 94-strong entry list. The 
official Ford entries of Roger Clark 
and Timo Makinen (the Finn no 
stranger to the racing aspect), plus 
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Last year’s winner — Tony Pond. 


the Allied Polymer car of Ari 
Vatenen, must surely provide the 
strongest challenges. The RS2000, 
perfectly suited for the special 
stages, should not be any slouch on 
the circuits, either: Ford’s April 
homologation goddies includ a 
high ratio steering rack (2.7 tyrns); 
reinforced spension mountings; 
ventilated ffont. discs and neyised 
rear brakes "(from 12,000 to Bo.000 
square millimetres, swept); revised 
rear radius rods7‘an Atlas axle with 
four-pinion LSD (choice of - three 
ratios); and revised exhaust ports to 
complement their anuary 
homologation of twin Webers to take 
the place of the Solex examples. 
They should be quick, and they 
should handle! 

Leyland, who came so close with 


Dolomite Sprints are driven by last 
ear’s first and second place men, 
ony Pond, of course, the one defect- 

ing from the Ford onslaught as a pro- 

fessional Leyland team-mate to 

Culcheth. It will be almost as 


The entry 


Top foreigner — Timo Makinen. 


fascmating to see how they run 
together as it will be to discover how 
Leyland can cope with the RS2000s. 
Leyland have not been standing idle 
on the homologation or development 
front either — their cars are quicker 
than they have ever been — but Ford 


a 


06.45 art, Post House, Birmingham* NO CLASS ENTRANT DRIVERICO-DRIVER CAR 
09.00-11.00 Se Races (4 racesy" 1, A5 Reveille/John Day Models James Hunt/NoelEdmonds Vauxhall Magnum 
4 g : 2, A4 Ford Motor Company Limited Roger Clark/Jim Porter Ford Escort RS2000 
tape ee Naor enipeotsh ire meee 3, A4 Leyland Cars Tony Pond/Dave Richards {rumph Dolomite 
00-16. netterton Ra races prin 
15.50 Norfolk Stage ces ( ) 4,A4 Ford Motor Company Limited Tis MakineniHeniy Ford Escort RS2000 
19.40 penpewe Hall Stage* 5, A5 Dealer Team Vauxhall/ Gerry Marshall Vauxhall Magnum 
; orfo! age stro ike Greasley F ; 
19.50 Cadwell Park Stage* 6, A4 Leyland Cars Brian Culcheth/Ray Hutton eee Dolomite 
20.15 Lincolnshire Stage 7, A6 M.M. (Plant Hire) Ltd Gordon Spice/Stan Robinson Ford Capri 
21.45 Newark Stage 8, A4 Opel Euro Handler Team Walter Rohrl/Mike Broad Opel Kadett GTE 
23.00 Derbyshire tage > ne ie eas aroun ae veer Bryant pide Sn RS2000 
a A 3 10, ichar rry an ony Lanfranchi jazda 
23.25 Leicestershire Siege. Partners Malcolm Lanfranchi ; 
SATURDAY JULY 10 11, A5 Dealer Team Vauxhall Will Sparrow/Rodney Spokes Vauxhall Magnum 
14, A5 Haynes of Maidstone Ltd John Taylor/ Ford Escort 2000 
X a‘ Charles Reynolds 
ae : veceeees is Stage 16, A4 Winfield Oi at Ronnie McCartney! Ford Escort RS2000 
: els age oolworths erry Harryman 
17, A4 Withers of Winsford Barrie Williams/Peter Jopp _Ford Escort RS2000 
aa 5 Woee siages (2 & 3) 18, Mayfair DennyHulme/Pete Lyons “Opel Commodore GSE 
05 elsh Stage () ; , ‘ 19, A7 Peter Russek Manuals Tony Fowkes/ Mercedes Benz 
08.00 Breakfast Halt, Aust Service Station, Severn Bridge* Jonathan Ashman 450SLC 
08.30 Dodington Park Stage* 20, A7 PAO Preparations pene prt BMW 3.0Si 
y Ri rason q 
10.00-12.00 Castle Combe Races (4 races)* 21, B11 —_ General Relays Brian Pepper/ Opel Commodore GSE 
11.05 Wiltshire Stage (1) Nick Dueart 
Wiltshire Stage (2 22, B10 ~The Toleman Group/ Jim McRae/David Porter Vauxhall Magnum 
Ci t 5, ae * Team SMT 
irencester Fark olage 23, A4 Winfield Oil at Henry Inurrieta/ Ford Escort RS2000 
Cheltenham Racecourse Stage* CeAor Woolworths Manin Weeler eh aye 
Long Marston Stage* : eneral Relays ohn Cooper/Derek Morris . Osi 
Warwickshire Stage CaN pater penser BMweqe'n 
Donington Park Stage* 26, A4 McGill Automotive Ltd Richard llifte/ Opel Kadett GTE 
irmi ‘ony McMahon 
Overnight Halt, Post House, Birmingham 27, A4 Harris Bros — Star Paul Appleby/ Triumph Dolomite 
Garage Keith O Del : Sprint 
SUNDAY, JU LY 1 1 28, A3 Coventry Evening Telegraph Chris Field/Keith Read Chrysler Avenger GT 
08.30 Re-Start, Post House, Birmingham 29, A4 Fairfield Garage/ Jan Churchill/ Opel Kadett GTE 
* Team Castrol Rupert Saunders 
09.15 Weston Park Stage 30, A3 Robert James/Robert Davies Chrysler Avenger GT 
10.30 Loton Park Stage* 31, B11 — Macinnes Amcron Racing : 
12.10 Staffordshire Stage (1) Team Jon Dooley/Tobe nominated Alfa Romeo 2000 GTV 
12.55 Stattordenire Stage (2) sy, iN SheliSport Cons Daisy/ - Chrysler Avenger GT 
. ) 0 be nominate: 
14.00 Leicestershire Stage 33, A ShellSport Roger Platt John Platt Chrysler Avenger GT 
15.30-17.30 Mallory Park Races (4 races)* 34, A4 Vospers of Plymouth guise nen ethan) Ford Escort RS2000 
17.45 Finish, Birmingham* 35, A4 Erik Arne Lier/ Opel Ascona 


* Spectators welcome at these venues 


Karl Kreutz Hansen 


continuedoverleaf > 
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Debenhams Racing with 
Val Print Racing 
Europat Marketing 
Royal Air Force Motor 
Sports Association 


Home Tune 

Reeds Rallyesport-Torquay 
Tip Top Vulcanising 
Products Ltd 


Magpie Peter Russek 
Manuals 
English of Bournemouth 


Nu-Luxe Foam Products Ltd 


Macinnes Amcron Racing 


eam 
Allam Motor Services Ltd 
Oates Garage — Willington 


Allam Motor Services Ltd 
SKF (UK) Ltd 


Penthouse Rizla 


Barnhill Service Station 


Huxford for Fiat, 
Fareham Portsmouth 
Denmead 


Oakley Service Station 


General Relays 
To be nominated 


Forth Garage Ltd 
Satra Motors Racing — 
Team Lada 

Wilton Garage of 
Ross-on-Wye 

Satra Motors Racing — 
Team Lada 


Haroid Thompson and 
Sons Ltd 

Winfield Oi! at 
Woolworths 

Euroway Car Centre 


Lloyds Motor Club 


Marshall Amplifications 


John Hudson Fuel! Oils 


South Hereford Garages 
with Sterretts of Monmouth 
The Martin Group of 
Companies 


Morris Vulcan Ltd 


Satra Motors Racing — 
Team Lada 


Stanfield and White 
(Caravan Hire) Ltd 
Wipac 


continued 


Hat-trick for 
rallymen? 


do seem to have stolen the limelight 
in this respect once again {as they 


did with the cars of Roger Clark. 


and Gerry Marshall in_ 1974). 
Triumph, for instance, still have 
steering with more than four turns 
iock-tolocl which, to say the least, 
is going to keep their drivers very 
much busier down the special stages. 

Vauxhall have a stronger team 


David Da Costa/Mel Butcher 


Charlie Wood/Mike Smith 
John Dignan/Bill Ryall 


Tore Bratlie/Bjorn Lie 

Mike Freeman/Monty Peters 
Rod Birley/Bob Slessor 
Jeremy Walton/Roger Jones 
Michael Manning/ 

Peter Rowe 

Jeff Churchill/Roger Evans 


David Hardcastle/ 

Mick Robertson 

Nigel Clarkson/ 

HRH Prince Michael of Kent 
Stuart Patterson/ 

Bryan Fitton 

Serge Goy/ 

Jean Pierre Barricault 

lan Marshall/lan Jones 


Andrew Major/Michael Smith 
Fred Henderson/ 

David Williams 

Arne Garvik/Tam Monsen 
Jeff Allam/Mike Rodgers 
Terje Sveinsvell/ 

Thomas Thamsen 

John Parsons/John Dandy 
Jeff Williamson/ 

Jacque Williamson 

Richard Piper/ 

Suzanne Turner 

Leo Bertorelli/ 

Adrian Bertorelli 

Michael Ford-Hutchinson/ 
Norman Smith 

Peter Ripley/David Mortan 
Jody Carr/Chris Reed 
Andrew Smith/John Gemmell 
Jean Denton/Jackie Smith 


Tony Dickinson/ 

Thomas Robinson 

Nickey Porter/ 

Geoffrey Morson 

Jim Marsden/Michael Self 
Tony Stubbs/Eric Fretten 
Sigmund Holgersen/ 

Lars Helgerud Anderson 
John Beadle/ian North 
Wendy Markey/ 

Alison Jones 

Robert Bennett/ 

Stuart Harrold 

Geoff Wooldridge/ 

Dood Pearce 

Norman Dickson/ 

Keith Fehilly 

David Thompson/ 

Allan Blackburn 

Glen Mitton/Rob Pendleton 
Rob Pendleton 

Rupert Jones/ 

Geoffrey Stewart 

James Haslegrave/ 

Cyril France-Jackson 
Keith Collier/ 

Ghislaine Smith 

Jim Ranson/Ann Ranson 
lan Bracey/Paul Yorke-Wade 
Andrew Roughton/ 

To be nominated 

Gethin Jones/Frank Rutter 
Peter Aylemore/ 

David Aylmore 

Simon Everett/ 

To be nominated 

Charles Sawyer-Hoare/ 
Andrew Dent 

Alan Shaw/ 

Melvyn Hourigan 

Chris Lacey/ 

Simon Cocksedge 

Gerald Braithwaite/ 
William iu 

John Morris/Philip Morris 
Malcolm Hague/ 

Peter Harrop 

Stephen King/Roger Dye 
Roger Turner/Peter Sapiro 


William Barton/ 

Donald George 

John Spiller/ 

Richard Spiller 

Graham Hall /John Keswill 


A6 and 7 


Ford Escort 1600 
Spor 


pi 
Chrysler Avenger GT 
Vauxhall Magnum 
Simca Rallye 2 

Ford Escort RS2000 
Ford Capri 

Ford Escort RS2000 
Ford Escort RS2000 


Chrysler Avenger GT 
Ford Capri 


Ford Escort RS2000 
Mazda RX3 

Simca Rallye 2 

Alfa Romeo 2000 GTV 


Vauxhall Magnum 
Toyota Corolla 


Honda Civic 
Vauxhall Magnum 
Honda Civic 


Chrysler Avenger GT 
Mini Cooper ‘S 


Fiat 128 Coupe 

Alfa Romeo 

1300 GT Junior 
Triumph Dolomite 
Sprint 

Ford Escort Mexico 
Ford Escort RS2000 
Ford Escort RS2000 
Fiat 128 Coupe 
Chrysler Avenger GT 
Mercedes Benz 280E 
Ford Capri 

Ford Escort Mexico 
Honda Civic 


Alfa Romeo Sud Ti 
Lada 1200 


Ford Escort Mexico 
Lada 1200 

Datsun 160J SSS 
Vauxhall Chevette 
Ford Escort RS2000 
Lada 1200 

Chrysler Avenger GT 
Renault 5TL 

Mazda RX3 

Hillman Imp Sport 
Chrysler Avenger GT 


Sunbeam Imp Sport 
Ford Capri 


Fiat 127 

Renault 5TL 
Volkswagen Golf LS 
Vauxhall Chevette 
Ford Escort RS2000 


Ford Escort Mexico 
Mini 1275 GT. 


Sunbeam Imp Sport 
Lada 1200 


Mini Cooper ‘S’ 
Sunbeam !mp Sport 
Mini 1275GT 
B8and9—B10 


than ever. With Will Sparrow and 
past winner James Hunt, one need 
say no more, but Gerry Marshall has 
been busy developing his rally 
prowess aiter his hilarious (in retro- 
spect) inversion as camera car on the 

‘anx last year. Gerry pedalled down 
the Welsh lanes in DTV’s hack 
Chevette to third place on one recent 
road rally, and his Eppynt per- 
formance on the 1974 Tour was 
exemplary. 

Of the others, please refer to the 
full entry list elsewhere on these 
pages to take your pick, for the class 
interest and diversification of entries 
is great. ... There is the “unknown 

wantity’’ of Walter Rohr] with an 
} 1 Euro Handler Team Kadett 
GT/E. ... John Taylor on better form 
than ever and driving an Escort 
RS2000. ... Tony Lanfranchi with a 
Mazda RX3.... 

A predominance of rally stars 
named? Well, although one could 
argue until the cows come home, it 
does look as though the itinerary is 
going to benefit the rally driverstoa 
greater degree than before — 
especially with ‘Forestry Com- 
mission’ type going (actuall: 
Economic Forestry Group territory). 
As the second and third Tours 


showed, the rally driver is more 
readily adaptable, and versatility is 
unquestionably the greatest pre- 
requisite for success on this event. 
peers there is always a great big 
MTUG oe 

By this Sunday evening, at the 
hospitable Great Barr Post House, 


.we ‘will know to whom we should 


raise our glasses for sure. 


IAN SADLER 


GPO Progress 
reports 


During the Texaco Tour of 
Britain the.following towns and 
cities will offer a results service: 


01-246 8020 


0232 8041 
021-611 1212 
0272 8020 
0222 38511 
LEEDS 0532 8031 
LIVERPOOL _ 051-246 8020 
MANCHESTER 061-246 8020 
NOTTINGHAM 0602 8020 


LONDON 


- BELFAST 
BIRMINGHAM 
BRISTOL 
CARDIFF 


Spectating venues 


GREAT BARR POST HOUSE. Scrutineering and final preparations for the Tour take 
place in the grounds of the Post House just off the M6 (junction 7) Birmingham, on 
Thursday from 10.am to ae This is an ideal time to talk to competitors and view 
the cars at close quarters. The Tour also starts at this venue at 7am and returns for a 
night halt on Saturday evening. Admission free. 


FRIDAY 


SILVERSTONE. The first chance to see the Tour cars in action ona race circuit. There 
will be four races on the club circuit. Silverstone is 15 miles south west of 
Northampton on the A43. Racing from 9-11am, admission 60p. 

SNETTERTON. After some secret stages the Tour moves across the country to the 
Snetterton race circuit off the Al1 10 miles north east of Thetford. There will be four 
races on the fast track from 2.30-4.30pm. Admission £1 for adults, children 30p. 
SENNOWE PARK. The first public stage on the Tour. Five miles of twisting gravel 
roads through the grounds of Sennowe Hall. The stage is 5 miles south east of 
Fakenham in Norfolk off the A1067. The action starts at 4pm and the admission 
charge is 50p. Start 132/987241: Finish 132/982270. (Spectators to finish reference 


please). , 

CADWELL PARK will be used as a stage and cars will complete two Japs of the circuit 
before veering off into the loose roads around the track. Cadwell is 7 miles north 
west of Horncastle on the A153 in Lincolnshire. The first car is expected at 7.45pm, 
and the admission cost is 75p. Start and finish 122/292811. 


SATURDAY 


AUST SERVICES. After a night of rallying across the Midlands and over the Welsh 
ranges and forest sections at Aust Services just off the M4 by the Severn Bridge. 
Admission free, full breakfast facilities available. 

DODINGTON PARK. A special stage through the grounds of Dodington. This stage is 
mainly tarmac with a grass section in the middle. The first Tour car will compete at 
8.30am. Dodington is located just 200 yards north of M4 junction 18. The cost of 
admission to watch the Tour and visit the carriage museum is 50p. Start 172/758784 
Finish 172/760809. 

CASTLE COMBE. Racing on the Wiltshire track, situated 15 miles north west of 
Chippenham on the B4039. The Tour's four races last from 9.45-11.45 and are then 


followed by the BRSCC South Western Centre's regular programme which contains 
events for saloons and Formula Ford. 
CIRENCESTER PARK. One of the roughest sections of the event. Spectators at this 


venue will also be able to view the first day of the Famous Grouse Carriage Driving 
Championships featuring the coach and fours. The Tour cars will tackle the Ciren- 
cester section from lpm onwards. Admission 50p. Start 163/962021 Finish 
163/986022. Spectators follow signs on A419 to car park. 

CHELTENHAM RACECOURSE stage with a view of almost the complete 2 miles. 
Facilities include commentary. Admitance 50p, first car expected at 1.30pm. Start 
pee eS Finish 163/953244. Spectators parking through main race course 
entrance. 

LONG MARSTON is 8 miles south of Stratford on Avon off the A46. The first car will 
arrive at 2pm and many competitors will probably service directly after the end of the 
ann Cost of admission is 50p. Start and finish 151/177487. 

DONINGTON. For the inclusive price of £1 spectators will be able to visit the famous 
Donington Collection of Single-Seater racing cars. There will be entertainment for the 
early arrivals from 11.30 onwards provided by the BBC Radio 1 Road Show. There 
will be music from Pat Halcox and the Chris Barber All Stars, a tuning alley, and other 
attractions. At 4pm the Tour cars arrive to tackle a section which combines both the 
newly laid out race circuit and section in the woods in the middle of the circuit. Full 
catering facilities and a licensed bar will be available. Situated approximately 4 miles 
west of junction 24, M1. Spectators please enter by main entrance on A453. 


SUNDAY 


WESTON PARK. Within easy reach of Wolverhampton the special stage in Weston 
Park is on the A5, 10 miles from the M6 junction 12. Start 127/820106 Finish 
127/799095. Spectators signs to main Weston Park entrance. 5 

LOTON PARK is 5 miles west of Shrewsbury on the B4393. The first car is expected 
at 10.15am and the cost of admission is 50p. Hillclimb is run in reverse direction. 
Start and finish 126/357143. 

MALLORY PARK. Tour cars will race from 3-5pm which will dovetail into the 
programme of Indylantic racing. Admission (£1.50) includes the Indylantic 
programme which starts at 1pm. Mallory is 9 miles south west of Leicester and sign- 
posted off the A47. 

NATIONAL EXHIBITION CENTRE. Birmingham's fabulous new National Exhibition 
Centre is the host for the finish of this year’s Tour. Admission free. Car parking 30p 
at 139/190840. 
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Two into one will go 


Therecent non-championship race at Le Mans was a perfect indication what of what racing ought to be like in the 
varied world of two-seater sports cars. PAUL WATSON, Joint Secretary of Sportscars International (the 
British organization which oversees British sports car interests), maintains that there is no room for two 

separate categories (Group 5 and Group 6) running in what amounts to opposition to one another in 
competition for an already limited quantity of spectators, and proposes a new all-embracing formula for 


Everybody knows that with the exception of 
Formula 1 events (and Formula 2 races at 
Hockenheim), spectator attendances are by and 
large little better on the continent than they arein 
this country. It is therefore quite absurd that the 
CSI should be sanctioning two completely 
separate championships (the World Sports Car 
Championship and the World Championship of 
Makes) when a single all-embracing one would roll 
all the most spectacular two-seaters in Europe 
into one really superb series. 

The main (and, as I see it, the only) opposition 
to this fusion of interests would seem to come 
from Porsche and BMW. 

Group 6 sports car racing started the season at 
the Nurburgring in a more than precarious 
position, and nobody could have blamed those 
with interest in the future of sports and prototype 
racing from raising grave doubts about the 
prospects for Group 6 cars. However, in the 
months that have followed, Group 5 has hardly 
shown itself any more successful, with only two or 
three cars, at the most, capable of being on com- 
eesers terms with each other, and the Martini- 

orsche Turbo strictly speaking a lot faster on a 
regular basis than anything BMW can produce. 

ver Le Mans weekend, sports cars were out 
racing on two circuits. In the French race, about 
20 sports cars were in action, while at Zolder in 
Belgium 34 cars practised for the second round of 
Interserie Championship. 

It would seem to me that it should be not so 
much the CSI, nor the manufacturers, who should 
decide which formula is the more acceptable, but 
rather the circuit organizers. They alone must 
decide the best format for filling the grandstands 
to capacity for events which require large 
budgets, but which give truly international and 
varied motor racing in return. 

Of those continental circuits apparently capable 
of organizing Group 5, Group 6 or combined 
events, the AC de Spa is known nore J to 
favour a combined formula. Their President, Leon 
Sven, specifically cancelled his sports car race 
this year as a direct result of being forbidden by 
the CSI to maintain his championship status 
within a mixed event. 

Having dealt for many years with the various 
ADAC organizations throughout Germany, I am 
fairly sure that, in spite of this country being the 
home of BMW and Porsche, they are largely in 
favour of a combination of groups. Certainly, the 
ADAC/Koblenz, organizers of the Nurburgrin 
300 kms in April, can hardly have been overianed 
with their entry for the Group 6 event. And 
ADAC/Munich had a lack of effective opposition 
to the German makes in their 1000 kms race the 
following month for Group 5. 

In Italy, there is definitely a bias in favour of 
sports cars. This is shown very clearly by com- 
perme the G6 races which have been run at 

onza, Imola and Enna with their ‘‘Silhouette”’ 
(G5) counterparts at Vallelunga and Mugello. The 
Italians have at the present time upwards of 50 2- 
litre and 1600cc Group 6 sports cars, of which at 
least 20 are new or virtually new Osella PA3 or 
PA4 models. It is indeed true that organisers out- 
side Europe have had considerable difficulty 
persuading Italian 2-litre teams to leave their own 
country, but certainly if the championship were 
big enough, and the money as big, then the very 
cost-conscious Latins would surely be coaxed out 
of their home country. 

France, being politically motivated in every 
step it takes, is a difficult country to define in 
terms of where interest really lies. At the begin- 
ning of this season, when the revamped Alpine- 
Renault A442 Turbo looked likely to wipe the 
board with all and sundry, France was the first 
nation to indicate through the World Champion- 
ship Sportscar Association that the future of 

orts car racing lay in a combination of interests. 

owever, since the Nurburgring things have not 
gone too well for the French. Two Alpines were 
severely damaged at the ’Ring, and they lost out 
to Porsche again at Monza and Imola. In the 
prestigious Le Mans 24 Hours, their single car 


36 


long-distance sports car racing. 


retired after making fastest practice lap. At 
Enna, both cars broke. Rumour has it, anyway, 
that Renault leanings arenow towards Formula 1. 
Of the other European organisers of these types 
of event, Sweden and Holland do not seem to be 
able to raise suitable enthusiasm or budgets to be 
taken seriously, the Anderstorp G6 race having 
been cancelled as well as the Zandvoort G5 event. 
Austria, on the other hand, always has a good 
long distance race, previously for G6 sports cars, 
but this year for G5 “Silhouette” cars. Austria 
are not manufacturers of road cars, at least in a 
big way, and therefore I cannot see that their 
interests would go beyond the honest-to-goodness 
wish for bigger and better sports car and proto- 
typeracing, which every honest person knows can 
only really be provided by a fusion of categories. 
There remains Britain, pleading poverty as 
always and with few organizers or promoters 
willing to risk their shirt on a sports and proto- 
type gamble. All the more credit, therefore, to 
Silverstone’s Jimmy Brown and Pierre Aumonier, 


’ who, in the face of severe criticism from brother- 


promoters and | oom went ahead and organized 
a world status Group 5 race last May, and werere- 
warded with fewer than 20 starters for their 
efforts. 

For anyone who visited Silverstone and 
watched as a spectator, and was therefore not 
aware of the full technical interest of the race, it 
was a bore. In fact, the sole excitement was the 
finish, and finishes certainly don’t make races, or 
at least only under exceptional circumstances. 

Of all the British organizations, the BRDC at 
Silverstone would seem to have the most enter- 
prise as well as having the best circuit, or 
certainly the most suitable for this type of racing. 
I feel sure that this go-ahead body needs little 
encouragement to press the CSI for a complete re- 
think in the makeup of sports and “yaa m 
championships with a view to running one big 
combined event in 1977 with every type of sports 
car, prototype, CanAm and suitable saloon en- 
comeges to race in one championship. Failing 
this, then to hell with championships. There is a 
real opportunity for {fone it alone, much as Le 
Mans have done. If the event is big enough and 
the date is right, then the manufacturers and 
their teams will bethere. : 

In conclusion, I would say that it is high time 
that the CSI stopped being dictated to by manu- 
facturers with vested interests in racing, but 
rather remembered that without the spectators 
(that is, the ordinary man in the street who 
watches, or follows motor racing in the journals), 
racing means nothing. 

If mai go on as they are at the moment, I 
don’t really think there will be any serious sports 
and prototype racing worth watching left in 1977, 
or in the future. Remember one thing: 
“Silhouette” cars are really only beefed-up 
touring cars, and I do not believe that spectators 
will ever give this type of car their real support, at 
least in vast quantities. On the other hand, 
imagine a mixture of Renault, Porsche, Alfa 


Romeo, Lola, Chevron and Toj from G6 involved © 


with Porsche, BMW, Lancia and other manu- 
facturers perhaps (Ford included) in G5, not to 
mention the host of new and old 2-litre Group 6 
cars that are known to exist. 

What about this as a proposal for a World 
Championship of Makes in 1977 (see box)? 


Facing page: some of the categories for the 
author’s proposed championship. Top left Group 
4 Porsches at Le Mans. Centre left: Mike Keyser 
in the IMSA Chevrolet Monza at Le Mans this 
year. Bottom left: Peter Hoffman's stock-block 5- 
litre McLaren-Chevrolet Group 7 car. Top right 
the Group 5 Alpina-Faltz BMW driven by Harald 
Grohs at Silverstone. Centre right Richard 
Petty’s NASCAR Dodge (above); Iain McLaren’s 
2-litre Group 6 Chevron (below). Bottom right: 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille’s 3-litre Alpine-Renault 
Turbo at the ‘Ring, a Group 6 car. 


PROPOSAL 
World Championships of Makes 1977 


Categories 

1, G6 cars 2001-3000cc 

2, G6 cars 1601-2000cc 

3, G7 cars up to 5000cc (stock-block) 
4, G5 cars 1601-2000cc* 

5, G5 cars 2001-3000cc 

6, G5 cars 3001-6000cc 

7, G4cars 2001-3000cc 

8, G4 carsover 3000cc 

*Selected entries only in this class. 
Turbocharging as prescribed. 


Dur ation of Events 

Minimum 4 hours or 600 kms 
Maximum 6 hours or 1000kms 
Le Mans 24 hours by exception 


Venues 

Only circuits taking 35 or more cars to be 
granted a race. A maximum of two events 
per country per series. 


Additional possibilities 
The inclusion of NASCAR/TransAm/IMSA 
cars from the USA. 


This week's 
centre spread 


A 3-litre Group 6 sports car, the JCB 
Mirage-Ford: the J.C. Bamford 
involvement in Le Mans this year was 
a highly successful one-off effort. As 
many a sponsor has found out, back- 
ing a car (or two in JCB’s case) in front 
of half a million people at the Sarthe 
circuit is well worthwhile. In JCB’s 
case, it was their French branch which 
arranged the project, and they were re- 
warded with a fine race result. The 
illustrated car, driven by Jean-Louis 
Lafosse/Francois Migault, finished 
second and the second car, the victor- 
ious Mirage of 1975, came in fifth in 
the hands of Derek Bell/Vern 
Schuppan. 


JCB have been involved in long-dist- 
ance racing in the past, running works 
MGs and later a Lotus 30 for Trevor 
Taylor and a Chevron B8, but their 
French Le Mans effort was solely for 
the one 24-hour race, tying in with 
JCB’s 24-hour service for their heavy 
duty contractor’s plant vehicles. 


Since Le Mans, JCB have bought 
the French-driven car in order to con- 
tinue the JCB association with the ex- 
cellent race result of the Mirage by us- 
ing it for exhibition purposes in 
France. 
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Cosworth muscles in 


Al Unser gives Cosworth DFX first USAC win — Foyt retires after leading — Mosley wins long battle for 
| second — Report: GORDON KIRBY — Photography: CHARLES LORING 


| There was little question as to who the 
fastest man was at the second USAC 500- 
miler of the year. Despite starting from as 
far back as the sixth row, Al Unser had 
ushed his Parnelli-Cosworth DFX into the 
ead by the 19th of 200 laps and, even after a 
failure of the car’s onboard air jacks and a 
costly puncture which put him nearly two 
laps behind, Unser and his unique little 
machine were able to recover the leading 
lace and hold it for almost every one of the 
inal 75 laps. For the younger Unser brother, 
it was the first time in five years that he had 
won a 500, and for Vel’s Parnelli Jones 
Racing it was a clear vindication of faith in 
their self-developed Cosworth DFX. 

Just as much as Al Unser’s victory at 
Pocono was an historic occasion, so the race 
itself confirmed what had been mooted at 
Indy — that the USAC Championship 
racing is moving, by way of regulation, into 
a new stage of competitiveness and 
technical activity. Only seconds behind the 
winning white and blue Parnelli, a shifting 
knot of four cars squabbled hard over 
second place. Refreshingly enough, it was 
29-year old Mike Mosley, showing better 
form than ever he had before his brief 
“retirement”, who finally took control of 
the position, and pressured the winner all 
the way home. Just behind Mosley’s Eagle 
came Wally Dallenbach’s Wildcat, then 
Johnny Rutherford’s McLaren, while Mario 
Andretti, driving his second race for Roger 
Penske, fell away from this battle only two 
laps from the end because of a failing 
engine. 

ocono was everything Indianapolis 
should have been. As Jerry Eisert, chief 
mechanic for Pancho Carter’s works Eagle, 
later crooned, ‘‘Whooee! That sure was some 
kinda sprint race we were runnin’. We were 
flat out all the time, on the track, in the pits, 
everywhere!” 


G8 USAC CHAMPIONSHIP TRAIL 5 
POCONO 


Facing page: Dallenbach’s Sinmast leads 
Rutherford, Sneva, Krisiloff, Loquasto, winner Al 
Unser, Martin, McCluskey and Bigelow (top). 
Unser pits the victorious Parnelli-Cosworth DFX 
(bottom). Al holds up the cup after his first win in 
a long time (inset). Below: Unser confers with 
Parnelli Jones before the start. 
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ENTRY & QUALIFYING 

is year Pocono was on everyone's minds rather 
earlier than usual. The rain at Indianapolis had 
contrived to move the final solution of that 
frustrated event, in fancy if not in fact, to the 
difficult and in places bumpy tri-oval located atop 
the Pocono mountains in the south-eastern corner 
of Pennsylvania. Unlike Indy (and Ontario), the 
speedway at Pocono is one which demands 
substantial compromises. Each of the three 
comers are considerably different both in terms of 
radius and banking angle. The first turn is steeply 
banked, loops through almost a full 180deg and 
requires a firm stab of brakes; then the second 
turn bends through barely more than 90deg and is 
banked enough to tempt drivers into trying it 
without lifting, although there’s a bump on the 
entrance just to upset the unwary; a short 
straight leads into the third turn which is much 
like the previous corner although it is almost 
devoid of banking so that it needs to be taken 
with great care. Pocono is certainly a place which 
rewards the best of drivers. 

The field for this fifth round of the USAC 
Championship was almost identical to that at 
Indy. Missing were Lloyd Ruby, Vern Schuppan, 
Jerry Grant, David Hobbs (although he was on 


_ hand using his skills as a television commentator) 


and Billy Scott. Most of the cars were to the same 
epocilicabion as well, although Foyt had left his 
“Vittle” car at home and brought along one of his 
spares, which is both wider and a little deeper 
through the moped ne: This particular Coyote 
was one in which A.J. has always felt very 
comfortable, and as he feels that aerodynamics do 
not matter so much at Pocono he decided to give 
his regular car (he calls it ‘“‘The Rainmaker’’) a 
rest. Both Wildcats appeared with little wings 
attached above the noses in an effort at 
combating the understeer which affected them at 
Indy, while Pancho Carter’s Jorgensen Eagle was 
fitted with more of a sprint engine than that used 
on Memorial Day. 

Gullvng was scheduled to take place on the 
weekend previous to the race (the same weekend 
as Mosport’s F5000 race), but that plan was 
senttied by two days of rain which moved in early 
Saturday afternoon after only two cars had 
completed qualifying runs. So it was that the grid 
was determined by a draw. The field was divided 
into two segments, with the top 14 points-holders 
and the two whohad been able to qualify (Dick 
Simon and Al Loquasto) drawing for the first 16 

laces, and the remaining drivers taking pot luck 

or 17th through 33rd positions. Those who drew 
31st through 35th positions had to complete two 
pe ualifying runs on carburation day, the 
ursday before the race, to decide which of them 
would not make the field. As it was the unlucky 
ones were Bill Puterbaugh and Bobby Olivero, the 


Johnny Parsons Bill Vukovich Mario Andretti 
Eagle-Offy Eagle-Offy McLaren-Offy 
Dick Simon A. J. Foyt Mike Mosley 
Vollstedt-Offy Coyote-Foyt Eagle-Offy 
Pancho Carter Gordon Johncock Al Loquasto 
Eagle-Ofty Wildcat-DGS McLaren-Offy 
Bobby Unser Steve Krisiloff Boge McCluskey 
Eagle-Offy Eagle-Offy McLaren-Offy 
Tom Sneva Wally Dallenbach Johnny Rutherford 
McLaren-Offy Wildcat-DGS McLaren-Offy 

Al Unser John Martin Spike Gehihausen 
Parnelli-Ford Dragon-Offy McLaren-Offy 
Tom Bigelow Todd Gibson Gary Bettenhausen 
Eagle-Offy Eagle-Offy Eagle-Offy 

Janet Guthrie Larry Cannon Larry McCoy 
Vollstedt-Offy Eagle-Offy Rascar-Ofty 
George Snider Eldon Rasmussen Sheldon Kinser 
Eagle-Offy Rascar-Offy Dragon-Offy 

Lee Kunzman Bill Simpson Salt Walther 
Eagle-Offy Eagle-Offy McLaren-Offy 

Bob Harke Jan Opperman Larry Dickson 
Kingfish-Ofy Eagle-Offy Eagle-Foyt 


latter not being able to make a qualifying effort 
after crashing his Eagle that morning. 

The luck of the draw for pole went to Johnny 
Parsons, who therefore took up his first-ever 
inside front-row position with his Citibank Eagle. 
Foyt, who had been quickest in practice (just shy 
of 186mph), drew fifth place, but as his pace (more 
so the ease with which he found it) was so much 
superior to all save Al Unser, it looked to some as 
if A.J. might be ready for another of those 
remarkably dominant wins. Unser was unlucky 
enough to draw the last place of the “protected”’ 
16, but but such was the expanding confidence of 
him and his team that they expected that to be of 
little handicap. 

Luckiest of the ‘“‘aces” in the draw was Mario 
Andretti, who picked number three. This being 
his second drive for Roger Penske, and it coming 
at his “home” track, there seemed every reason to 
believe that Mario might well be able to make 
good use of such fortune. 

Indy winner Rutherford had practised at about 
the same pace as Andretti (abt 183mph), but was 
back in 15th place on the same row as Tom Sneva 
and Wally Dallenbach. Certainly the first few ae 
at least of the Schaefer 500 were going to be 
spectacular stuff! 


RACE 


And indeed they were. Well before the flag came 
down to start the race, a huge plume of dust and 
dirt was already billowing out above the long 
stretch of eleven rows of cars, and by the time 
Andretti dived smartly away from the wall to lead 
into turn one, half the field was lost from view 
beneath a huge grey-brown cloud. Rain and 
minimal use had left the track surface thick with 
sand dust, and, as the clusters of photographers 

athered on the outside of the first turn, they 

elt bits of grit slapping sharply at their skin 
and cameras (watch them bend and protect their 
cameras first!). As the cars skittered past as if 
this were one of those frenetic, tail-waggling dirt 
track battles, it was inevitable that one of them 
should spin. Yet no-one touched the man who did 
(that was Eldon Rasmussen), nor did anyone come 
near the wall, and even as the yellow light blinked 
on and the motor race paused more suddenly than 
it had started, one’s admiration for the skills of 
USAC drivers swelled forward all around into 
broad, kindred smiles. 

It took five laps for Rasmussen to collect 
himself and replace his bent nose (he had touched 
the grass on the inside) and the pace car to decide 
that the dust had risen and thinned enough to 
start again. Again Andretti dashed away Troe. 
fully but Foyt, who was up to third by the time he 
saw a yellow flag on the first lap, was now 
charging past Parsons and reeling in the red 
CAM2 McLaren’s brief advantage. Through the 
second turn Foyt ran inside Andretti, and a la 
after the second green flag of the race A.J. 
streamed past more than a second clear! 

In three laps the Coyote pulled out five full 
seconds, but then the gap began slowly to 
dwindle. By the time Foyt approached the first of 
the backfield (lap 16), he was not much more than 
a second clear of a train consisting of Andretti, 
Johncock, Rutherford, Al Unser and Mosley. 
Very soon they were all together, chopping and 
thrusting their way past slower clumps of cars in 
startling, | aggressive manoeuvres’ which 
sometimes had them three abreast in nose-to-tail 
queues! Vintage USAC style. 

Through all this, Unser’s slim white Parnelli 
wound. a confident, fast path, and when the 
leaders again established themselves on their own 
piece of track there was Al leading by over a 
second from Johncock, Foyt, Andretti and 
Rutherford. Looking quite comfortable, Unser 
soon pulled further away, with only Johncock 
giving serious chase from among the others. B 
the time of the first pitstops (lap 24), the shri 
little Cosworth machine was leading by 4secs to 
the enthusiastically-driven Wildcat, while Foyt 
was at least that much further back, clear of the 
McLarens of Andretti and Rutherford. 

On the 26th lap, the yellow was brought out 
when Bobby Unser’s Eagle dropped from ninth 
place with a burned piston along the back straight. 
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continued 


No sooner had the oil from this been cleared up 
and the field sent away again than Foyt’s engine 
suddenly failed as well, and another yellow came 
out. So there we were, the race hardly begun and 
both A.J. and Bobby U gone from it. And then, 
just after the restart following Foyt’s retirement, 
out came the fourth yellow flag when Larry 
Cannon’s Eagle blew its engine! 

After that, there were some 20 clear laps 
without a yellow, and dung this time Al and the 
Parnelli continued to hold the lead, always 
maintaining a cushion of just under 2secsto those. 
behind. Leading that lot now was Sneva, in 
company with Mosley and Carter, all of whom had 
stayed out of the early battle but now were 
moving comfortably into the chase. Meanwhile 
Andretti, Rutherford, Johncock and Dallenbach 
had got caught up with the midfield during the 


various yellows and were running another 10secs 


or so further behind the leader. 

But then Johncock’s engine failed, and then the 
Parnelli lost some 15secs on its second fuel stop 
when its air pressure operated onboard jacks 
failed to work. Now the race changed again. For a 
while it was Carter’s chance to lead, again 
showing good form in the Jorgensen Eagle, while 
behind him Mosley and Sneva maintained close 
pressure. Now that was good to watch, not a man 
among them who could be considered a tough, old 
pre. but all of them running cool, calculated races. 

ey used to say USAC lacked young blood, and 
for a while that seemed true, but now that is 
changing. Hm! Strange as it may seem, there’s 
lots of change going on around the USAC ovals. 


American road racers for sure, maybe Europeans . 


too, could do well to think about that. 

Back in the ruck, the biggest change of all 
striking USAC this Sunday was working its way 
back into the hunt after that problem with its 
jacking system (the team stuck with hand jacks 


for the rest of the race). Some misfortune with: 


yellows had put the Parnelli even further back, 
almost a full lap in fact, but Unser was slowly 
making up the time and even as Mosley forced his 
way inside Andretti to take the lead, it looked as if 
Al would be able to pull himself right into the 
thick of things well before the final sprint to the 


flag. 
But then another turn of bad luck snatched at 
a pees Just as it shot past the pits on its 
t 


he had to limp around slowly for a full lap before 
graunching his way into his pit. The tyre was cut 
and pulled away from the suspension and radiator 
ducts, and a new one bolted on, but by then Unser 
was in danger of being lapped for a second time. 
Then, as he pulled back into the race, he was held 
up by a tow-truck which was responding to 
another yellow, and as the driver’s arm swept into 
the air and waved madly at the truck driver you 
could see the utter frustration of a racing driver 
being denied, by the flights of fortune, a race 
which hek new was his. | 

So, at the halfway mark, it was that other 

British chassis, the McLaren, which found itself 
,at the front. And in this.case there was a pair of 
them, Penske’s man Andretti leading works man 
Rutherford, while a little further behind Sneva 
held station with the other Penske McLaren 
among the Eagles of Mosley and Carter and 
Dallenbach’s Wildcat. 

Just over ten laps before the race’s midpoint, 
however, a yellow flag came out (because of a spin 
by Al Loquasto) which helped Al Unser’s task a 
great deal. It allowed the Parnelli to close up most 
of the second lap it was trailing Andretti (the 
Cosworth car had been mung 7 or 8secs ahead 
of the Offy machine on the road), and soon Unser 
was pushing through the midfield, pulling himself 
toward the front and hoping to be able to unlap 
himself. Helped by another yellow, Al was able to 
do that and very soon he was pulling well clear of 
the red McLaren. Now Al and the Parnelli had 
their second chance. 

On the 115th lap another yellow flag (the ninth 
of the race) came out when John Martin’s engine 
failed in his Dragon (incidentally, he was still on 
the same lap as Andretti and Rutherford and up 
to sixth place). When ihe) green waved again the 
Parnelli was there in third place behind the two 
McLarens. Two laps later, Unser was past 
Rutherford. A lap later, and he was attacking 
Andretti, diving inside as they braked for the first 
turn. Mario went as tight as ever, aiming only to 
shut out his erstwhile team-mate, but Al went 
tighter and deeper still. Through the first part of 
the long loop they ran side by side, wheels almost 
banging wheels until, out the other side, the 
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the left rear ae blew out; although the; 
driver held the car perfectly and brought it down” 
to the inside of the track without a hint of drama, . 


* 


Todd Gibson’s Eagle-Offy leads a midfield bunch (abov 


lead, but the Texan retired with a blown engine (below). 


Parnelli nosed ahead and pulled away. Within a 
couple of laps Unser had more than 2secs to 
Andretti, and by the 130-lap mark, the status quo 
apparently re-established, the leaders began to 
settle into a pace and wait for the last pit stops. 
The next round of gene came and went without 


incident, and then a yellow flag just past lap 150 
gave everyone a chance to stop for enough of a 
top-up so that they would require only one more 
fuel load to get home. Dallenbach lead briefly 
after this short yellow, but Unser’s Parnelli was 
soon back in front, the combination showing 
their superiority clearly by easily making up time, 
executing clean passes and then pulling away into 
a comfortably and apparently-unstrained lead of 
around 4secs. 

With 24 laps to go, and no sign of another 
yellow, the fmal fuel stops began. Mosley was 
first in, making it out quickly and without 
trouble. A lap later Rutherford peeled away for 
his stop. The next lap Andretti made his stop, 
then on lap 179 Dallenbach and Carter rushed in 
and out. The leader, however, kept going while the 
others established themselves in the order 
Mosley, 4.5secs clear of Dallenbach, then 
Andretti barely a second behind the Wildcat, and 
Rutherford holding fifth perhaps as much as 
3secs further back. 

On lap 181 the Parnelli darted into its pit. It got 
away rapidly, cleanly, and with 18 laps to go and 
no more stops needed, the Cosworth DFX was 
cles along 4secs ahead of Mosley’s chasing 
Offenhauser. This was it. 

Mosley was soon attacking, working hard to 
follow up his win at Milwaukee with his first 500 
eee The yellow Eagle edged slowly into the 
Parnelli’s slipstream: 3.6secs, 3.2, then 3 dead. 
But try as he might, and powerfully well done it 
was, Mosley just could not get much closer than 
that, and as lap 190 came up Unser looked as 
strong as ever at the front. By now Andretti’s 
frost challenge was fading, his car’s front anti-roll 

eying broken, and Dallenbach had pushed past 
into third place as Rutherford too an to close 
in on Mario. Eight laps from home, and 
Rutherford dived ahead of the Penske car to take 
fourth. Then, only two laps from theend, Andretti 
had to shut off and coast-into his pit rather than 
blow his engine and ruin the finish with a yellow. 

As Andretti pulled off, Mosley gathered himself 
for a final attack, but again he could make no 
worthwhile impression on the leader’s cushion. 
Inside the Parnelli’s cockpit, however, everythin, 
was far from relaxed, for five laps from the a 
the Cosworth began to miss and Al himself was 
suddenly seized with that gnawing gasp of, ‘““My 


God, I’m not going to finish!” 

But he did, and with it opened up a whole new 
field of business for Cosworth Engineering and 
other V8 or V12 builders who care to enquire. 
Mosley’s strong finish represented a testament to 
the longevity of the famous four-cylinder 
Offenhauser as well as to the brightness of his 
own future after last summer’s false retirement. 
Andretti was classified fifth behind Dallenbach 
(who had as faultless a run as one could want) and 
Rutherford (who was troubled once only, because 
of a jack which broke). 

Roger McCluskey, driving Larry McCoy’s spare 
McLaren M16 while waiting for his Hopkins to be 
repaired, ran well to finish sixth, two laps behind 
the winner. Slowed in the last quarter of the race 
because of a jammed waste gate, Tom Sneva 
slipped back to seventh, while Pancho Carter had 
atyre blow out which in turn broke the rear cross- 
member laps from home. And, oh yes, Janet 
Guthrie ran competently in her first USAC 500-. 
miler, keeping in touch with the tailenders with 
her rather long-in-the-tooth Vollstedt until its 
gearbox stopped her. 

So the Parnelli-Cosworth DFX has won its first 
major event, and the car and driver are now in a 
serious hunt for the USAC Championship. Al 
Unser holds a strong second place after Pocono, 
and who do you suppose is leading? Why, it’s 
Johnny Rutherford, who just happens to be the 
only other driver who might race a Cosworth in 
USAC this year. . . . That is, unless you discount 
Penske’s customer McLaren-Cosworth, which 
may be raced this summer by Tom Sneva. Or 
maybe Mario Andretti? 

Well now, perhaps the California 500, two 
months from now at Ontario, will be the best 500 
of them all! 


Schaefer 500 
Pocono International Speedway 
Pennsylvania, USA, June 27 
200 laps — 500 miles 

USAC Championship — round 5 
1, Al Unser (Parnelli-Ford Cosworth DFX VPJ6B), 200 laps: 
2, Mike Mosley (Eagle-Offenhauser 74), 200; 
3, Wally Dallenbach (Wildcat-SDG/Offenhauser Mk2), 200; 
4, Johnny Rutherford (McLaren-Offenhauser M16E), 200; 
5, Mario Andretti (McLaren-O ffenhauser M16C), 198, DNF; 
6, Roger McCluskey (Hopkins-O ffenhauser 76), 198; 

7, Tom Sneva (McLaren-Offenhauser M16C/D), 197; 8, Steve 
Krisiloff (Eagle-Offenhauser 74), 196; 9, George Snider (Eagle- 
Offenhauser 74), 195; 10, Dick Simon (Vollstedt-Offenhauser 73), 
195; 11, Larry Dickson (Eagle-Foyt/Ford 74), 188; 12, Bob Harkey 
(ingfish Offeghatee 73), 187; 13, Lee Kunzman (Eagle- 

ffenhauser 74), 186; 14, Pancho Carter (Eagle-Offenhauser oe 
183, DNF; 15, Al Loquasto (McLaren-Offenhauser M16B), 183; 16, 
Larry McCoy (Rascar-Offenhauser 74), 159; 17, Todd Gibson (Eagle- 
Offenhauser 73), 156, DNF; 18, Salt Walther (McLaren-Offenhauser 
M16C), 151; 19, Jan Opperman (Eagle-Offenhauser 74), 145. 
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Innocents 


Pete ‘‘Livingstone’’ Lyons, a newly-licenced private pilot, describes his 
experiences flying to the Continental Grand Prix races 


The beachline slowly emerges through 
the murk below and we drone inland 
across the first fields. So far, so good. 
Filthy day, visibility getting down near 
the minimums, but we've made it home 
to Englarfid, anyway.’Then a voite pipes 
up from the back seat. ‘‘I say, they're 
driving on the wrong side down there. 
Do you see — we're back in France!” 


Scratch just about anybody and you'll uncover a 
fascination for flying. People in motorsport es- 
pecially; in fact the relationship between aviation 
and racing is old and broad. 

My own interest was latent for years. I once 
took a few hours of instruction but adverse cir- 
cumstances (read: lack of money) made me give it 
up. Last year, however, I found myself re-exposed 
to flying on several different fronts, and decided 
that time was getting on. Back home in America 
at the end of the GP season I made foolish 
rationalizations about the expense and went 
ahead and devoted the winter to qualifying for a 
private pilot’s licence. 

It was a longer and more difficult process than 
I’d anticipated — I proved to be a duller pupil 
than I’d anticipated — and flying turned out to be 
a dozen times more complex and exacting than I 
had ever imeem Believe me, those carefree 
Great War films featuring scarves-around-the- 
neck and a cheery Tally-Ho! don’t tell the whole 
tale. There were indeed many days when I’d drive 
slowly home from the airfield chewing a lip and 
sinking gloomy Hourhie: perhaps I just didn’t 
have what it takes. There, however, came one 
sunny Arizona afternoon when I somehow 
managed to fly my way around my inadequacies 
and my examiner granted a passing grade. 

The sense of accomplishment was tremendous. I 
immediately hired a plane and larked off across 
the south-west for three days to visit my friends 
and show off. We flew over mountains and looked 
down into canyons; places I knew from personal 
experience as long days on horseback were seen as 
one more set of wrinkles amid the general jumble. 
(Hey, look, I never knew there was a lake there, 
did you?) It is no play on words to say that flyin 
adds another dimension to your life. Reward 
enough. } 

But it seemed possible as well to turn my spot- 
less new pilot’s certificate to account. I have to 
travel to theraces anyhow — why not fly myself? 

After three seasons of going back and forth 
across Europe by road the first flush of novelty 
has paled. Fast cars, big motorcycles, microbus- 
campers; all have their points but nowadays the 
Continent seems to be so crowded and so re 
gulated that really it isn’t as much fun as it ought 
to be. But the notion of going out at the controls 
of a Hone aircraft is fresh enough to be appealing 
indeed. 

Ways-and-means. Are planes available for hire 


in Europe? Yes, the rates (done per-hours-flown), 


are a good bit higher than at home but then what 
isn’t. Am I allowed to fly on my US licence? Yes, 


member nations of the ICAO honour one 


as 


and I’ll manage to swin 


ous with time and tips it would read like a dedi- 
cation. One of thetruly fine things about the avia- 
tion world is the spirit of friendliness; it really is 
like ‘‘a band of brothers’’. Well, it turns out that a 
lot of the motor racing fraternity have flying ex- 
perience and recently a lot of my duty-chats about 
‘How’s-your-understeer-today?”’ have somehow 
transmogrified into conversation about flying! I 
don’t suppose there can be anyone more disa- 
greeable to be around than a new convert to some 
passion or other, he can’t be bothered to discourse 
on any other subject. I plead guilty as charged. 
Try to talk to me about racing car suspensions 
it around to the last 
simulated forced-landing I performed on the grass 
strip at Biggin Hill. I must beinsufferable. 

y excuse is that flying, for me personally, is so 
demanding that much like driving a racing car it 
deserves total dedication. It isn’t something I 
want to do casually. 

But one doesn’t stew about it. As Mike 
Hamlyn, professional pilot to Team Lotus, 
advised a friend, ‘“You’re going to make dumb 
mistakes, feel a fool, we all do, but joe plunge in 
and make them — that’s how you learn.” That’s 
been a comfort on more than one occasion this 
summer! 

So far it’s been going well. I started my 
European flying by sitting alongside the FF/F3 
driver Don Macleod; it was Don who led me to 
Biggin (“probably the best general aviation air- 
field in Britain”) and who flew me first to Silver- 
stone one weekend and then to the Belgian GP. 
We landed there on a little grass strip at Hasselt, 
only two flying hours out and a few minutes taxi 
ride from Zolder circuit. We were there before the 
Lotus plane. 


.up on schedule. 


That introductory flight was essentially a piece 
of cake. We only got lost a couple of times, the 
rain never became too heavy, and only two note- 
worthy things went wrong. One was the radio, 
which in this Cessna 172 of ripening years was a 
little temperamental. The iffy nature of our com- 
munications wasn’t too serious as long as we re- 
mained in uncontrolled airspace, but nearin 
Brussels we were faced with a solid wall of ad- 
joining control zones. At that very critical junc- 
ture the radio elected to chime in loud and clear. 
Good little radio. 

The other problem was with the weather on the 
return flight. It was too good. I believed a fore- 
cast that it was going to deteriorate and elected to 
hitch a lift back by road with the all-important 
race report, leaving Don to get the plane back 
when and as he could. Of course the weather on 
the day turned out to be the clearest, sunniest, 
mildest you ever saw. Gnash. 

The next trip was to Monaco, and altogether 
more ambitious. Macleod couldn’t make it, so 
senior pilot this time was the photographer Chris 
Mullen. (It is to Chris that I really owe this expen- 
sive obsession, because she qualified for her 
licence last year and couldn’t stop talking about it. 
She was insufferable.) Along for the ride was 
Racetape producer Patrick Stephenson, and he 
was to do more than hold down the back end of 
the airplane. His unfailing cheery nature lifted the 
mood on a number of occasions when us big shot 
pilots in the front got ourselves thoroughly 
screwed up. (A “Flightape” of us would be 
hilarious.) ; 

We set off in a jaunty mood on a Thursday in a 
different, newer C-172. Apart from a layer of 
fuzzy broken cloud aloft it was a fine summery 
day, and we chumed along in fine style, radio 
working properly and navigation points coming 
nce or twice, it is true, the empty 

rench airspace spat little lethal pointed seeds 
across our bows at terrific speed; it didn’t help 
much to reflect that they were only Mirages. 
Things went well until our first refueling/customs 
stop at Troyes, when I managed to bounce the 
landing quite unforgivably. You can perform 99 
per cent of a flight competently, and yet mess it 
up at the end. I sulked in the co-pilot’s seat all the 
rest of the day, and only came out of my mood at 
the end of Chris’s leg when she too bounced the 
landing. That was courteous of her. 


A flair for landings 


Having gotten off later than planned, we 
elected to overnight at Avignon. We could have 
pressed on to the Mediterranean coast, just, in 
the remaining hour of daylight but it would have 
been pressing, and to no good purpose. Five hours. 
in the air drains you when youre a novice, and a 
tense period in the Lyons area, when I just 
couldn t make sense of the charts and couldn't in- 
form my pilot exactly where we were, was a warn- 
ing of weariness. 

e breezed down to Cannes bright and early 
next morning, landed at the fine modern airfield 
there (we had been advised to choose it rather 


On the glidepath into Anderstorp in the Piper Cherokee... no mention of bouncing. 
ee * 
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than Nice, which they say is less hospitable to 
small aircraft), and a bit over an hour’s train jour- 
ney along the coastline later we disembarked at , 
Monte Carlo station five minutes’ walk from the 
circuit and with the sounds of first practice 
already filling the air. Definitely the way to arrive’ 
at a motor race. : 

Monday was devoted to coming back, along 
much the same route although we avoided Lyon 
by going West and refuelling at Ste Etienne, then 
stopping again at Troyes for more fuel and 
customs clearance. I flew that leg and once again 
treated our friend in the tower to a series of enter- 
taining bounces. Apart from my landing tech- 
nique the flight was progressing smoothly until 
we arrived at the Channel, when it rapidly went to 
hell. Before leaving Cannes we had known there 
was a belt of low cloud there, but we expected to 
be able to go under it. We couldn't and Chris went 
onto instruments for a minute or two to get up 
above it on the advice of a passing fellow pilot. 
(And on the clearance of Le. Touquet, radar, I 
hasten to add.) We were back in visual contact 
with the ground when we reached the French 
coast and confidently proceeded on out over the 
water. We made our mid-Channel report to Lydd, 
and asked them as a favour to contact Biggin for 
us with our estimated arrival time. The answer 
came back a couple of minutes later: Biggin 
thinks you should know that Biggin is down to 
200ft in driving rain and is closed. 

Hmm. Well, thanks, we'll divert into Lydd then. 
Sorry, Lydd will be closing down in three minutes’ 
time. What? Say again please? Lydd will be 
closing down in two minutes’ time. 


Distinguished disorientation 


There ensued a period of confusion, with me 
scratching through a pile of maps and manuals 
and dithering over correct frequencies and 
getting tongue-tied on the microphone, all in 
search of a suitable alternate airport I ought to 
have had in mind all the time. So pathetic was my 
performance in this rather simple moment of mild 
crisis that Chris was distracted and leaned over to 
help, and unnoticed we made a long, gentle turn to 
the left. That’s what we must have done, anyway. , 

The visibility from mid-Channel was such that 
you couldn’t really distinguish either shore, so 
when a beach loomed out of the murk dead ahead 
and right on schedule we only glanced at it and 
carried on with our fumbling. But Patrick in the 
back, gazing down, noticed first that the houses 
didn’t look like English houses, and the fields 
didn’t look like English fields, and then he noticed 
the traffic on the roads... . ; aes 

That was about the funniest thing that’s. 
happened to us so far, and we had a good laugh 
about it — later, when we were solidly on the 

und at Calais and the plane was securely tied 
own and the kitchen of the little hotel was 
‘aromatically preparing our steak-au-poivre and 
we were nearmg the bottoms of our second big 
Pie of cold lager; then we began to laugh. 

“Yl thought you were veering off to the left 
there, it seemed like it to me,” remarked the irre- 
pressible Patrick. Good passenger, Patrick, in- 
terested in flying but as yet without the know- 
ledge when to be scared. I think he made a silent 
decision to speak up more often, though, for the 
next morning when I taxied over to the fuel pump 
and filled up and we all climbed aboard and 
strapped in and I was getting into the starting-up 
drill, it was Patrick watching carefully who 

inted out that I had neglected to push the eee 
back away from the pump, and unless we had a 
reverse gear, ah. ... I want Patrick along on all 
our flights, he has a way of saving the day. 

T bounced the landing at Biggin, too. 


In the line of fire 

It seemed not unwise to add another pilot to our 
happy band and so we invited a certain racing car 
designer who keeps his own Chipmunk on a 
grassy field on the South coast to go along with 
us to Sweden. This time we took a Piper Cherokee, 
with the 180bhp engine, a faster plane that 
carried more weight well and the flight went 
pretty smoothly. We did get diverted around 
Amsterdam at low altitude, which was irksome 
but allowed us a fine view of Zandvoort circuit 
from_1500ft. Over the middle of Denmark we en- 
countered a band of poor visibility which got us 
worried about our ability to get to Sweden that 
day, but Copenhagen assured us things cleared up 
further on and sure enough. The engine did have a 
funny habit of going rough occasionally — ‘It 
may be the heavily leaded petrol fouling the 
sparking plugs”, suggested our always calmly 
analytical racing car designer — and this always 
seemed to occur over the widest stretches of 
water, like the Kattegat. But the motor did keep 
running, and our only episode worth a story was 
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our refuelling stop at Bremerhaven. 

“Ah, Bremerhaven tower, Bravo-Golf still does 
not have the airfield in sight, ah, we are circling 
north of the city but cannot spot the field, can you 
describe some, ah, landmarks please, over.” 

“Golf-Bravo-Golf, Bremerhaffen-Luneort iss 
not to se Norss, it iss to se Souse of se city, you 
vill steer one-niner-fife degrees please, yess?” 
Well, our chart has the field clearly marked to the 
north side. But, ‘Oh, yess, satt iss se old 
aerodrome, from se war, iss finished now.” Great, 
somebody ought to inform the chartmakers, 
perhaps. They ought to be told about the obstruc- 
tiononthefinal approach,too.  —_—{ ciges 

“Yess, OK, Bravo-Golf, you can land now, ah, 
QFE iss one-zero-seffen, vint sree-two-zero at 
fifteen, ah, yess, be careful about se obstruc- 
tions.” 

Obstructions? Oh — you mean that bloody 
great blue crane. It’s Brow ing, up out of the ship- 
yard on the canal, and my goodness you're right, 
it’s exactly squarely precisely on line with the 
runway. I actually have to do an ess-turn to miss 
it, and we pass by under the level of the cross 
beam and below the man in the cab. Then another 
ess-turn onto the runway. Charming. 


“Yess, ve haff to make a new airport, ziss is nix 


eo agreed the Bremerhaven man as, with 
and-of brothers hospitality, he served us coffee 
all round. Mope when he moves somebody thinks 
to inform the brothers who publish the charts. 
Otherwise the trip was fine. A tall radio mast in 
the background helped us find Anderstorp circuit, 
and landing on the runway there fulfilled ambit- 
ions long held all round. We were second plane in, 


only Niki’s big 400-series Twin Cessna was there: 
before us. On race day, I counted over thirty air-. 


craft, and I may have missed a few. 

Apart from a couple of customs blokes who 
didn’t turn up on Monday as promised, the return 
Highe was quite smooth. There was one small bout 
of bother with the radio, however. Going down the 
Denmark/Schleswig-Holstein Siete at one 
point we got too far away and too low over the 

orizon to pick up Copenhagen very well. I was 
dozing in the back when the flight deck up front 
became agitated about the r reception 
through our ane yerdly| place overhead speaker 
of an insistently repeat 
my belt and kneeling on the seat I could press my 
ear against the speaker and just make out what 
the man was saying. ‘‘Copenhagen, this is Bravo- 
Golf, we read you strength one, please say again 


Aerial view of A nderstorp over the Piper’s low wing — an ambition fulfilled. 


‘to learn to fly all these years, he — and 


message. By unlatching 


‘very very slowly.” 4 -_. 
“Golf... Bravo...Golf...1... repeat... you. 


..are...in...restricted...area... Romeo... 
‘three... zero... Delta... ground... level... to 
... six... thousand... feet... this...is... 
‘a... Shooting...area...”” 

So weleft. 


Beleupa azide, the flying out to the races has 
been worki gE: That is, we ve been getting there 
and getting back. I won’t say it’s the most effic- 
ient way — a jet is much quicker, a car is much 
cheaper — and professional pilots would make 
fewer mistakes. But I will say it’s as enjoyable as 
I’d hoped. 


Join the club 


It would be grand fun, I think, to do a flyin 
tour of Europe, with no real itinerary beyon 
going to places where you could look down on the 
‘green hills and the ancient mountain villages, and 
see the Alps standing up like crystal white god- 
heads off one wingtip as the Céte d'Azur drifts in 
golden splendour below the other. If you alight 


‘one evening at Avignon, I can tell you, the girl in 


the tower will welcome you with lively courtesy 
and the man on the fuel pump will bustle over to 
the telephone on your behalf, and presently the 
poke of the little auberge just down the road 

ill come out in his CX-Diesel and whisk you back 
for a splendid meal and a snug night. And as you 
pass round the last of the wine you will not be 
sure if the glow you feel comes entirely from the 
bottle, or from the day’s flying. 

Here’s where I make a lot of wives cross with 
me, but if anyone has been secretly nursing a wish; 
bring her, 
too — could do no better than go check things out 
at his local small aerodrome. At Biggin Hill for 
example there are more than a dozen clubs to join 
for purposes of instruction and hire. I myself have 
joined Surrey & Kent, which bills itself as the 
racing driver's flying club. It seemed appropriate. 
I’ve also taken aircraft from the Air Touring and 
Biggin Hill flying clubs, and King Air I know has 
a fine instrument simulator. : 

I must get started on my Instrument Rating... 


Gliding looks a lovely sport... . 

Helicoptersfascinateme.... 

Learning Twins would be useful... . 

And I must conquer my unreasoning fear of 
aerobatics. ... o 
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SILVERSTONE 


Outright record for Lepp 


The Midlands Centre of the BRSCC made 
their annual visit to Silverstone last Sunday 
and organised a enjoyable seven-race pro- 
gramme in friendly and efficient style. It 
was an out of the ordinary meeting for 
Silverstone with no FF1600 or Clubmans 
but plenty to keep the many spectators 
happy — the day’s highlight was John 
Lepp’s outright lap record in the Ultramar 
Ensign N174 in the Libre race after a spin. 
Lepp won the APG Driver of the Day award. 
The most exciting lead battle was in the 
Modsports round as Brian Murphy (Jaguar 
E) scored a splendid victory after a race-long 
duel with John Cooper’s Porsche. Colin 
Hawker was unbeatable in the Super Saloon 
round and also set a new lap record as he 
took the now well-sorted DF to victory. 


The 1000cc Special Saloons were qualifying for 
Hitachi points and from the start it was good to 
see Geoff Farmer back on form and leading from 
fellow Imp drivers Jeff Ward and Basil Dagge 
with Don Hardman’s Mini a close fourth. Ward 


soon put Farmer under pressure and took the lead 
on lap 2. A lap later Farmer bee evo Ward’s trick 
by outbraking him into Woodcote. Next, Dagge 
had a turn in the lead but a lap later Ward got 
ahead and eased away a little as Farmer and 
Dagge held each other up a bit. On the 
ayer sarees lap Farmer got it all wrong at 

oodcote and almost spun, but held it although 
by now Ward had won and Dagee was second. 
Farmer recovered to get third before Hardman 
caught him. Geoff Gilkes had a fairly comfortable 
850 class win in his Mini-Imp. 

It looked as though Brian Murphy would spend 
another race greg = the Porsche Carrera of 
John Cooper in the BRSCC Modsports qualifier 
but the E-type driver was in determined mood 
and made his first bid to pass the Porsche at 
Woodcote on 7 three only to run wide. A few 
laps later he did it again and held his line but 
Cooper fought back using Porsche power to pass 
the Jaguar as they entered the last lap. As they 
came into Woodcote, the yellow E-type was on the 
inside and it outbraked the Porsche to win — 
pire proving that there’s life in the aie 

et! Behind this ye duel the Elans of Jon 


letcher and John Bury finished nose-to-tail for 


os 


FF2000 winner Frank Sytner (Dulon) leads second man Oscar Notz (Crossle) and Richard Piper (Sark). 
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Tony Strawson’s 7.2 Capri gives vain chase to Colin Hawker, as the DF VW goes onits way toa superb victory in the Super Saloon race. 


the 2-litre honours. Kenny Allen’s remarkable 
Clan Crusader had been right with the Elans early 
on before breaking the distributor — but he broke 
the 1150 lap record. 

It didn’t take long for the APG FF2000 round 
to settle into a high-speed procession after a 
couple of fraught early laps. Leoter throughout 
was Frank Sytner in the Ken Hensley Dulon 
MP18. Despite the odd twitch here and there he 
never looked in_ serious trouble. Second 
throughout was Venezuelan Oscar Notz who 
pressed the Crosslé in fine style getting very 
crossed up on occasions. Richard Piper had one of 
his best races yet in the Sark CRO/1, gg | 
from pole and holding a competitive thir 
throughout ahead of Tiff Needell (who set a new 
lap record in his Hawke DL14) and_ Geoff 
Friswell’s similar DL14, Stuart Baird (Hawke), 
Roger Orgee and Richard Dutton (Eldens) fought 
a battle for sixth but Dutton got a puncture and 
all was decided at Woodcote on the last lap when 
Orgee locked up and went wide letting Baird hold 
the place. Another to find Woodcote difficult was 
Divina who spun there on lap 7. 

With the Chimp missing (pending an RAC 
tribunal) the Super Saloon round lacked one of its 
prime contenders. As it was, Colin Hawker was in 
devastating form and completely overshadowed 
the rest, winning as he pleased, also lopping a 
further 0.4s off the lap record he shared with 
Gerry Marshall. After an early challenge for the 
lead Tony Strawson settled into a safe second 
spot until his boot-cum-rear spoiler fell off, the 
resulting loss of adhesion allowing Martin Birrane 
to go past on the last lap. Nick Whiting was 
fourth, holding off a challenge from Stuart 
Graham (Camaro) and Vince Woodman’s glorious 
sounding 3.4 V6 Capri, whose positions were 
reversed when Graham incurred a 10 secs penalty 
for jumping the start. Oh, you want to know what 
happened to Gerry Marshall do you? Well it’s a 
long story. See Sports Extra! 

Chris Meek won the Euro-Burgess Southern 
League Prodsports round in the Biba Lotus 
Europa by 26sec and set a new lap record 0.8sec 

uicker than his old one. Meek was third on the 
st lap, took the lead on lap two and drove 
smoothly away from the field. Of the rest Colin 
Blower (TVR 3000M) led on lap one but spun at 
Woodcote on the third lap — he restarted in front 
ofa pack of three cars almost causing a pile up. So 
the similar car of Stewart Halstead took second 
only to spin at Becketts. This let John Britten 
(Morgan Plus 8) into second spot which he held to 
the end. Halstead rejoined and took fourth from 
Bruce Stapleton’s Morgan Plus 8. é 

Alan Eccles had put Fr prize money for 
the Formule Libre race which guaranteed a good 
entry. John Lepp had the Ultramar Ensi; 174 
ready after all and sat on pole with Ray Mallock 
(Ardmore March 752) alongside with the same 
time of 52.2s — equal tothe outright lap record. At. 
the start, however, neither of these led — it was 
the other front row man John Wingfield, who 
thrust the Ralt RT1 to the front, but first Mallock 
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=F 
two. Mallock had a small lead and Lepp whittled 


e only other unlapped runners were Mike King 
(Lola T360) who won a race-long duel with Alan 
Crocker’s March 74B. 

Colin Hawker finished off a very good day by 
taking the DFVW to another very comfortable 
win in the Simoniz round which catered for 
Special Saloons of over 1000cc. Despite leading on 
ep one Strawson was no match for the flying 

awker and settled for second ahead of Stuart 
Graham, who was careful not to jump the start 
this time. Championship leader Nick Whiting 
again went well, this time winning a battle for 
fourth with Vince Woodman’s Capri. Tony 
Rosen, who had a spin in the Birrane Capri, and 
Tony Sugden’s Escort werenext up. 


PETER RICHINGS 


2, Basil Dagge (Imp), 11m 34.2s; 3, Geoff Farmer (Hillman Imp), 11m 

46.8s; 4, Bon Hareinan rocher $), 11m 49.8s. (astest lap Woe 
Bs, . Up 

80.55mph; 2, Cliff Watts Saini; 3, Peter Day (Mini). Fastest lap: 

Gilkes, 1m 10.4s, 82.23mph. 3 

BRSCC Modsports Championship Round (10 laps) overall: 1, 
Brian Murphy (4.2 Jaguar E), 10m 21.2s, 93.19mph; 2, John Cooper 
(3.0 Porsche aire) 10m 21.4s; 3, Jon Fletcher (1.6 Lotus Elan), 

Om 45.6s; 4, John Bury (1.8 Lotus Elan), 10m 46.0s, Over 2000cc: 
1, Murphy; 2, Cooper; 3, David Moore (4.2 Jaguar E). Fastest lap: 
purphy, 1m Os, 96.48mph. 1501-2000cc: 1, Fletcher, 89.66mph; 2, 
Lyf , Keith Norris (1.6 Ginetta G4). Fastest lap: Bury, 1m 2.6s, 
92.47mph. 1151-1500ce: 1, Gordon Howie oe MG _ Midget), 
81.79mph; 2, Richard Ward (1.4 MG Midget); 3, Frank Swanston 
1.3 M pidge) Fastest lap: Howie, 1m 7.6s, 85.63mph. Up to 

f ‘at Longhurst (1.1 Davrian), 85.41mph; 2, Andrew 
Bailey a AH Sprite); 3, Ron Kirkham (1.1 Davrian. Fastest lap: 
Kenny Allen (1.1 Clan Crusader), 1m 4.2s, 90.1 7mph (record). 

Allied Polymer Formula Ford 2000 Championship round as fens) 
1, Frank Sytner (Dulon-Fewkes te) 15m 6.4s, 95.79mph; 2, 
Oscar Notz (Crossié-Titan 31F), 15m 7.0s; 3, Richard Piper (Sark 
Holbay CRO/1), 15m9.2s; 4, Ti Needed ine Holbay DL14), 15m 
12.2s; 5, Geoff Friswell (Hawke Scholar DL14), 15m 17.6s; 6, Stuart 
Baird (Hawke Scholar DL14) 15m 23.6s. Fastest lap: Needell, 
59.2s, 97.78mph (record). 

Tricentrol Super Saloon Car chepplonship row (15 oe 1 
Colin Hawker (3.0 DFVW), 14m 22.8s, 100.64mph; 2, Martin 
Birrane (5.0 Ford Capri), 14m 56.4s; 3, Tony Strawson (7.2 Ford 
Capri), 14m 56.6s; 4, Nick Whiting ze Ford Escort), 15m 4.6s; 5, 
Vince Woodman (3.4 Ford Capri), 15m 7.4s; 6, Stuart Graham (5.7 
Chevrolet Camaro), 15m 5.6s. Fast lap: Hawker, 56.2s, 103.00mph 


(record). 
Euro-Burgess Southem League Prodsports Championship round 
10 laps). Overall and £3000-£4500: 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus 


uropa), 11m 29.4s, 83.97mph; 2, John Britten (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 
11m 55.4s; 3, Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M), 11m 57.2s; 4, Stewart 
Halstead (3.0 TVR 3000M), 12m 4.0s. Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 7.8s, 
85.38mph (record). £2000-€3000: 1, Chris Alford (1.6 TVR 1600M), 
74.81imph; 2, Chris Hampshire (1.6 Morgan 4/4) 3, Doc Griffiths 
1.8MGB). Fastest lap: Alford, 1m 15.85, 76.37mph. Up to £2000: 1 

ave Karaskas ie AH Sprite), 69.39mph; 2, Ken Davies (1.3 AH 
Fars a Valli (1.5 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Karaskas, 1m 21.2s, 


Alan Eccles Trophy for Formule Libre (15 laps): 1, Ray Mallock (2.0 
March-Swindon 752), 13m 28.8s, 107.76mph; 2, John Wingfield (2.0 
Ralt-Swindon RT1), 13m 31.2s;, 3, John Lepp (3.0 Ensign-Cosworth 
Hi74), 14m 2.8s; 4, Alo Lawler (1.6 Chevron-Swindon B29), 14m. 
74s; 5, lain McLaren (2.0 Chevron-Swindon B26/31), 14m 9.85; 6,. 
Mike King (1.6 Lola 1360), 14m 16.6s. Fastest lap: Lepp, 51.6s, 
112.19mph (outright record 

Simoniz Special Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps). Overall 
and over 1300cc: 1, Colin Hawker (3.0 D , 9m 38.4s, 
100.08mph; 2, Tony Strawson (7.2 Ford Capri), 9m 55.2s; 3, Stuart 
Graham (5.7 Chevrolet Camaro), 9m 59.8s; 4, Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford 
Escort), 10m 6.8s. Fastest lap: Hawker, 56.8, 101.92mph. 1001- 
1300cc: 1, Peter Baldwin (1.3 Mini-Allen), 87.09mph; 2, Phil Winter 
1,3 Roreman Mini); 3, Clinton Bourke (1.3 Motospeed Mini). Fastest 

p: Baldwin, 1m 5.0s; 89.06mph. 


Barry Pigot had a successful day, winning both FF1600 races with his Royale RP21. 


AINTREE 


Two wins for Pigot 


No, this is not an account of how Lester 
Piggott took up steeplechasing and won the 
Grand National. Last Saturday motor 
racing returned to Aintree and, in torrid 


conditions, Barry Pigot emerged a 
convincing winner of both Formula Ford 
1600 heats in his new Royale RP21 after 
almost everyone, including himself, had 
spun at one time or arvcher. The Clubmans 

ports cars also provided plenty of action, 
on and off the tarmac, and resulted in a 
deserved win for southern stock car driver 
Tony Norton in his Gryphon. The Aintree 
Circuit Club received the go-ahead from the 
RAC only two days before the meeting and 
deserve every credit for the hard work which 
went into preparing the circuit amid the con- 
tinuing uncertainty surrounding the future 
of the whole Aintree Racecourse. In possibly 
the hottest conditions since that famous 
Mercedes-Benz British GP in 1955, a fair 
number of spectators came along to watch. 
A full field of FF1600s began their two-part race, 
with a duel for the lead between Barry Pigot’s 
Royale and the elderly, but now immaculate, 
Hawke DL11 of Richard Jones. Chaos reigned 
behind them at Country on lap 2 when the 
Merlyns of Mick Starkey and Graham Hill 
touched, the former’s fast ATS Mk20A retiring 
on the spot while John Kent’s Royale RP21 was 
also delayed in the mélée. Pigot led from lap 2 
onwards until lap 7, when he feb at Country. 
Jones spun too, but recovered first, rong 
second behind the Royale RP21 of Richar 
Peacock which promptly spun at the next corner, 
Village! Jones slowed in avoidance, and was 
promptly passed by ee Ian Dow’s rebodied 
and rapid Lotus 61 and Nigel Robinson’s Merlyn 
Mk24. At Club Jones tried to regain his lost 
places, made his own mistake this time, ran wide, 
and dropped back to sixth. After all this, Pigot 
was left with an unassailable lead while Robinson 
pipped Dow for second on the last lap and Jones 
recovered well for fourth, ahead of Kent, these 
two relegating the Merlyn Mk25 of Roger 
Abrahams to sixth on the last lap. 

The second part was just as frantic to begin 


In the Aintree Clubmans race, Malcolm Jackson’s Mallock leads the similar cars of Ray Edge and Vin 


Malkie. Winner Tony Norton has his Gryphon in fourth spot 


’ 
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‘the first 


with. Robinson made a storming start to lead 
Pigot into the first corner but was down to third 
by Club behind the Royale and Jones. Trying to 
keep up, he ia and took off Dow, who retired on 
the spot, while the hapless Kent was delayed once 
again and fell to 15th. After that, things 
simmered down a little with Jones chasing Pigot 
to the flag and assuring himself of second overall 
on aggregate. Hill, 13th in the first part after his 
incident, emerged from the first-lap confusion in 
fifth place, was third a lap later and held it all the 
way to the line from Abrahams and Stephen 
Greenwood’s Van Diemen. Peacock, seventh in 
art after his spin, retired from sixth on 
three cylinders which allowed Kent to take that 
cpt after another good drive through the field. 

n aggregate, Abrahams’s steady drives earned 
him third, while Kent and Greenwood tied for 
fourth. 

A welcome late entry for the special saloon race 
was Nick Whiting’s All Car Equipe Escort BDG 
and a great race was promised between him and 
the Escort RS2000 Turbo of Jim Evans. The first 
two laps were terrific, the two cars very evenly 
matched, but then the temperatures started 
rising in the Turbo and Evans backed off into the 
clutches of the well-driven Camaro of Doug Emms 
and Derek Walker’s new Escort-BDE. Evans's 
plan was to sit behind Emms until the last lap, 
taking it easy, and then np past for second, but 
he was caught out when Whiting lapped him just 
before the Iast corner of the race and he had to 
settle for third. Walker’s car disliked the heat, 
too, and he dropped back to fifth behind Gerry 
Gough’s class-winning 1.3 Cooper S, which had 
had Peter Cartlidge’s A40-Ford in tow until the 
last lap, when engine trouble stopped it and 
handed the 1-litre class to George Hard’s distant 
Cooper S. Whiting broke the existing class record 
by 0.2sec, the only driver of the day to do so. 

More Country capers upset the gicneporee 
Formula championship round when evor 
Scarratt’s Brabham spun and knocked off Alan 
Baillie’s championship-leading Viking. David 
Coombs’s Manta-Renault and Joe Applegarth’s 
ex-Rindt Brabham BT23C avoided the confusion, 
the Brabham driver taking over the lead on the 
third lap when Coombs lost all but first and third 
gears and fell back. The Manta was further 
troubled by a cracked chassis member, losing 
second place too when Anthony Ford’s 
immaculate Emberton Mk2A passed him with 
four laps to go. Scarratt set fastest lap of the race 
in his recovery drive, but had to settle for fifth 
behind “The Streaker’s’’ Lotus 35 when heat 
exhaustion took over near the end. 

Chris Meek’s Europa won the combined 
prodsports/saloon race as expected, lapping 
everyone else before the finish. Ton igson, 
whose brother Jeff used to race a Chevron B8 
successfully a few years ago, took second in the 
ex-Sports Motors Europa, a loss of second gear 
making for a slow start. Colin Wild’s roadgoing 
but technically ineligible Capri GT headed the 
saloons in third place overall, chased all the way 
by Alan Minshaw in the ex-Ronnie Scott/Pete 
King Mazda RX3. 

Malcolm Jackson’s task of winning his third 
successive round of the Cooper Oils Northern 

lubmans championship was seemingly made 
much easier when the other U2 on the front row, 
David Manley’s, refused to start on the button. 
However, after 10 laps in an ever-increasing lead, 
Jackson pulled off with an engine on three 
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cylinders, and the race became a battle between 
Ray Edge’s U2 and Tony Norton’s Gryphon. 
Edge led for nearly a lap before spinning at Club 
Sater pressure from Norton, who did likewise but 
recovered before anyone else caught up. Edge was 
slower and then spun again on the next lap, a 
minor fire causing instant retirement. Johnny 
Muirhead’s single lap in second place with his U2 
ended when the engine overheated and went dead 
so who should be second but Manley, chasing 
hard after the leader. The gap came down in the 
remaining laps but Norton was equal to the 
challenge and took a good win in his smart but 
not-so-young car. Ken Brown’s U2 lost its oil 
pesseure so the FF1600 class went to And 

eather’s similar car after a keen struggle wit 
Don Cressy’s U2. 

Despite ever-increasing engine temperatures, 
Brian Murphy took his 4.4 E-type to a dominant 
win in the modsports event, but it was all-change 
behind on the very last lap, after a comparatively 
dull race, when Ken Allen’s Clan Crusader broke 
its gearlever and dropped to fourth behind the 1.3 
Sprite of Tony Williams, which squeezed past 
Dave Moore’s standard engined 4.2 E-type on the 
last corner. Jean-Claude Buirc’s Elan caused 
other minor dramas on the last lap when it went 
off at Village while lying fifth and caught fire, 
without too much damage. 

To no-one’s surprise, Alo Lawler’s Chevron B29 
won the Formule Libre finale, although the first 
lap provided some excitement as Richard Simms 
used the 5 litres of Chevrolet in his Chevron B24 
to lead. As Alo went ahead, Simms fell back into a 
battle with the ex-F3 March 733 of Peter 
Dugdale, David Manley in the Red Arrow Racing 
U2, and Joe Applegarth’s Brabham. Simms spun 
at Club on lap 5 and soon retired with a holed 
radiator, while apebesieh spun and stalled at 
Beechers just as Lawler came up to lap him. In 
the dash for the line, Dugdale just held off 


Manley. 
IAN TITCHMARSH 


Formula Ford 1600, part 1 (12 laps): 1, Barry Pigot (Eayele: 
Scholar RP21), 13m 23.4s, 88.18mph; 2, Nigel Robinson (Merlyn- 
Minister Mk 24), 13m 29.6s; 3, lan Dew (Lotus-Rowland 61), 13m 
29.8s. Fastest lap: Pigot, 1m 4.2s, 91.96mph. ; 

Formula Ford 1600, part 2 (12 laps): 1, Pigot, 13m 1.2s, 
90.69mph; 2, Richard Jones (Hawke-Turner DL11), 13m 4.0s; 3, 
Graham Hill (Merlyn-Scholar Mk 29A), 13m 20.2s. Fastest lap: Pigot, 
Im 4.2s, 91.96mph. 4 

Formula Ford 1600, aggregate (24 laps): 1, Pigot, 26m 24.6s, 
89.42mph; 2, Jones, 26m 34.0s; 3, Roger Abrahams (Merlyn- 
Scholar Mk 25), 26m 53.6s; 4, John Kent (Ravate scholar RP21), 
and Stephen Greenwood (Van Diemen-Minister RF74), 27m 1.6s; 6, 
Dave Morgan (Merlyn-Scholar Mk 25/29), 27m 19.2s. Fastest lap: 
Pigot, 1m 4.2s, 91.96mph. f 

ecial Saloons (12 laps): 1, Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort BDG), 
12m 24.2s, 95.45mph; 2, Doug Emms (6.1 Chevrolet Camaro Z28), 
11 laps; 3, Jim Evans (2.0 Ford Escort RS2000 Turbo), 11 laps. Over 
1300cc: 1, Whiting, 95.45mph; 2, Emms; 3, Evans. Fastest lap: 
Whiting, 1m 0.2s, 98.07mph (record). 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Gerry 
Gough (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 86.43mph; 2, John Fenton (1.3 Mini- 
Cooper S); only finishers. Fastest lap: Gough, 1m 7.2s, 87.86mph. 
851 to 1000cc: 1, George Hard (1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 81.75mph; 2, 
Peter Burdis (1.0 Ford Anglia); only finishers. Fastest lap: Peter 
Cartlidge (1.0 Austin A40-Ford), 1m 7.0s, 88.12mph. Upto 850cc: 1, 
Harold Nuttall (850 Mini), 76.69mph; only finisher. Fastest lap: 
Nuttall, 1m 14.6s, 79.1 4mph. 

Varley Batteries Monoposta Formula Championship round (15 
laps): 1, Joe Applegarth (Brabham-Ford B123C), 15m 18.2s, 
96.44mph; 2, Anthony Ford (Emberton-PMED/Ford Mk 2A), 15m 
34.0s, 3, David Coombs (Manta-Renault 75B), 15m 35.8s; 4, “The 
Streaker" (Lotus-Holbay/Ford 35), 15m 36.8s; 5, Trevor Scarratt 
Brabham-PMED/Ford BT21B), 15m 36.8s; 6, Brian Toft (Anco-Ford 

lono), 16m 16.0s. Fastest lap: Scarratt, 59.4s, 99.39mph. 

Production Sports and Saloon Cars (12 laps): 1, Chris Meek (1.6 
Lotus Europa Special), 13m 51.2s, 85.23mph; 2, Tony Hodgson (1.6 
Lotus Europa Special), 11 laps; 3, Colin Wild (3.0 Ford Capri 
3000GT), 11 laps. Production Sports Cars £3001 to £4500: 1, Meek, 
85.23mph; 2, Hodgson; only starters. Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 7.8s, 
87.08mph (record). Production Sports Cars £2001 to £3000: 1, Rick 
Podmore (1.8 MGB), 71.80mph; 2, Doc Griffiths (1.8 MGB); only 
Starters. Fastest lam Griffiths, 1m 18.6s, 75.11mph (record). 
Production Sports Cars up to £2000: 1, Valli Stack (1.5 MG Midget) 
Mk 4), 62.16mph; only starter. Fastest lap: Stack, 1m 28.0s, 
67.09mph (record). Production Saloon Cars over £2400: 1, Wild, 
77.38mph; 2, Tony Hill (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint); only starters. 
Fastest lap: Wild, 1m 14.8s, 78.93mph (record). Production Saloon 
Cars £1601 to £2000: 1, Alan Minshaw (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 
77.02mph; 2, Clifford Butler (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé); only starters. 
Fastest lap: Minshaw, 1m 15.4s, 78.30mph (record). Escort Mexicos 
and Sports: 1, David Clarkson (Mexico), 75.48mph; 2, Mark Birrell 
eco) 3, Eric Fishwick (Mexico). Fastest lap: Clarkson, 1m 16.4s, 

.28mph. 

Cooper Oils Northern Ciubmans Sports Champagne 
Fapmpionship round (15 laps): 1, Tony Norton (1.6 Gryphon- 
Longman C4A), 15m 2.6s, 98.11mph; 2, David Manley (1.6 Mallock 
U2-Swindon Mk 17B), 15m 5.2s; 3, Vin Malkie (1.6 Mallock U2- 
Cosworth Mk Vee 15m 10.8s; 4, Jim Yardley (1.6 Beagle-Yardle 
U2-Cosworth Mk 3B), 15m 17.6s; 5, David Harrison (1.6 Malloc! 
U2-Swindon Mk 16), 14 laps; 6, Andy Feather (FF Mallock U2-Brown 
Mk 16), 14 laps. Fully modified class: 1, Norton, 98.11mph; 2, 
Manley; 3, Malkie; 4, Yardley; 5, Harrison; only finishers. Fastest 
lap: Malcolm Jackson (1.6 Mallock U2-Arden/Holbay Mk 14), 57.0s, 
103.57mph. Formula Ford 1600 class: 1, Feather, no speed given; 2, 
Don Cressy, (Mallock U2-Holbay Mk 16B); only finishers. Fastest lap: 
Feather and Cressy, 1m 4.2s, 91.96mph. 

Modified Sports Cars (12 laps): 1, Brian Murphy Gs Jaguar E), 
12m 59.6s, 90.87mph; 2, Tony Williams (1.3 Austin-Healey Sprite), 
13m 51.8s; 3, Dave Moore (4.2 Jaguar E), 13m 51.8s. Over 2000cc: 
1, Murphy, 90.87mph; 2, Moore; only starters. Fastest lap: Murphy, 
im 2.0s, 95.22mph. 1501 to 2000cc: 1, Mike Smith (1.6 Lotus Elan), 
no speed given; only finisher. Fastest lap: Jean-Claude Buirc (1.7 
Lotus Elan), 1m 7.6s, 87.34mph. 1151 to 1500cc: 1, Williams, 
85.17mph; 2, lan Wilkinson (1.3 Austin-Healey Sprite); only 
finishers. Fastest lap: Williams, 1m 7.0s, 88.12mph. Up to 1150cc: 
1, Ken Allen (1.1 Clan Crusader), 84.66mph; 2, Bill Higgins (1.1 
Ginetta-Ford G4); only finishers. Fastest lap: Allen, 1m 4.4s, 
91.68mph (equals record). Formula Libre (15 laps): 1, Alo Lawler 

1.6 Chevron-Swindon/Ford B29 BDA), 14m 25.2s, 102.35mph; 2, 

ter Dugdale (2.0 March-Holbay/Ford 733 Pinto), 15m 3.8s; 3, 
David Manley (1.6 Mallock U2-Swindon/Ford Mk 17B), 15m 4.8s; 4, 
David Mabbutt (1.6 Mallock U2-Cosworth/Ford Mk 11/16), 14 laps. 
Fastest lap: Lawler, 55.8s, 105.8O0mph. 
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. Tony Halliwell in his 


BRANDS HATCH 


That man Warwick 


On Sunday the Rochester Motor Club 
organised seven races on the Brands club 
circuit. Derek Warwick emerged victorious 
after two heats and a final for the MCD 
Formula Ford Championship, and there was 
a round of the Kent Messenger 1000cc 
Saloon Car Challenge, and races for 
Bigs ROmes: Special Saloons and Formule 
‘ibre. ‘ 


Racing started with the fifth round of the Kent 
Messenger Challenge. In pole position having. 
equalled the lap record in practice was Rob Mason 
in his Bevan Imp. At the start Colin Craven took 
his Imp into the lead from Mason, followed by 
Imp men Mike Chapple, Barry Hopwood and 
Garry Hall (Mini). On lap 2 Mason managed to 
pass Craven along Cooper Straight. Craven 

ought back, and repassed Mason on the run up to 
Druids. He then ie until lap 5, when Mason took 
him at Druids, this time pulling out a substantial 
lead to the end. ; 

South African Bobby Scott in his Merlyn 
headed the field for the first heat of the MCD 
Formula Ford Championship event. Next to him 
was championship leader Mike Thompson in his 
Sample Surveys Rostron. It proved to be a 
thrilling battle, Thompson leading the first three 
laps and Scott the last nine. Twice Thompson got 
alongside and on the last lap they almost touched 
at Clark Curve, Thompson losing out by inches. 

erlyn finished a fairly close 
third. A great race was marred by a nasty 
accident on lap 10 when Roger Pedrick thumped 
the Armco very hard on the outside of Graham 
Hill Bend; the driver broke his wrist and was 
knocked out for a few minutes, but was otherwise 
unhurt. ; 

Dave Bettinson’s Caterham Super 7 seemed to 
have the Modsports race all sewn up until lap 6, 
when he lost a wheel at Clark Curve and spun to a 
stop. This left Richard Scantlebury in his Ziebart 
E-type Jaguar in the lead, chased by Ted Reeve’s 
Midget. Reeve made a do-or-die effort to get by at 
Paddock on the last lap but made a mess of it and 
spun to a stop. This left David Mercer to collect 
second spot in his Ginetta G4. 

The fourth race was the second heat for the 
Formula Fords. From the outside of the front row, 
David Kemp snatched the lead with his Merlyn 
Mk29A, but by the end of the first lap. poleman 
Wil Arif had moved ahead with the Brookside 
Crosslé. His lead was short-lived, because on lap 4 
Derek Warwick’s Hawke moved ahead at 
Paddock and ran out an easy winner. Arif 
remained in second place, and Matthew Argenti's 
Royale finished third, 

The Modsports field provided drama. As the 
flag fell Zekia Redjep’s Escort was pushed into 
the Armco. However, he was OK and the race 


Dave Bettinson’s Caterham Super 7 leads Richa 


rd Scantlebury’s J aguar Einto Paddock. 


went on. The race turned out to be a great dice 
between Tony Whibley’s Firenza and Rob 
Mason’s Imp. Whibley eventually came through 
to win after 12 hard-fought laps. Third was Gary 
Streat in his Mini, doing a giant-killing act on 
Barry Holdsworth’s Capri. 

The Formule Libre race provided Chris 
Featherstone’s McRae with a fairly easy win once 
he got by Adrian Russell’s GRD. sy a 
up a very good performance, was David Manley’s 
Clubmans Mk17B Mallock. Unfortunate to finish 
fifth was Philip Guerola, who was going very well 
until plagued by a misfire in his BT30 Brabham. 

The final of the Formula Ford event provided a 
lot of fireworks with six cars battling for the lead. 
Arif was the initial leader, and then Warwick took 
over to win, after poring up from fourth place. 
Bobby Scott (Merlyn Mk29A) challenged Arif, 
but threw it all away with a spin at McLaren. This 
left third to Argenti, with Thompson fourth and 


Halliwell fifth. 
PETER MOORE 


Formula Ford 1600, heat 1 (12 laps): 1, es Scott (Merlyn 
Scholar Ne aee 10m 2746s, Seems 2, Mike Thompson 
Rostron-ASD CT75), 10, 27.6s; 3, Tony Halliwell (Merlyn-Minister 

k11A), 10m 28.0s. Fastest lap: Scott and Thompson, 51.4s, 
84.29mph. 

Ford Ford 1600, heat 2 (12 laps): 1, Derek Warwick (Hawke- 
Minister DL15), 10m 27.4s, ve all 2, Wil Arif (Crossle-Minister 
25/30F), 10m 29.4s; 3, Matthew Argenti (Royale-Scholar RP21), 
10m 34.0s. Fastest lap: Warwick, 50.8s, 82.29mph. 

MCD Formula Ford 1600 champion site round, final (15 laps): 1, 
Derek Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15), 12m 58.8s, 83.45mph; 2, 
Wil Arif (Crossle-Minister 25/30F), 12m 59.6s; 3, Matthew Argenti 
Royale Shoe RP21), 13m 3.6s; 4, Mike Thompson (Rostron-ASD 

T75), 13m 3.6s; 5, Tony Halliwell (Mera Minister k11A), 13m 
7.8s; 6, Doug Wood (Elden-Scholar Mk10C), 13m 15.0s. Fastest lap: 
Thompson, Arif, Warwick, 51.2s, 84.63mph. 

Kent Messenger Saloon Car Challenge (12 laps): 1, Rob Mason 
(1.0 Hillman Imp), 10m 50.8s, 79.89mph; 2, Colin Craven (1.0 
Hillman Imp), 11m 09.4s; 3, Barry Hopwood (1.0 Hillman Imp), 11m 
16.4s; 4, Mike Chapple (1.0 Hillman Imp), 11m 21.8s; 5, Gary Hall 
(1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 11m 30.45; 6, Richard Oliver (850 Hillman Imp), 
11m 40.0s. Fastest lap: Mason, 52.2s, 83.01mph. 

Modsports (12 laps) — overall and over 2000 cc: 1, Richard 
Scantlebury (4.5 Jaguar E), 10m 48.2s, 80.21mph. Fastest lap: 
Scantlebury, 52.6s, 82.37mph. 1500-2000cc: 1, Roger Redsell (1.6 
Caterham 7), 11m 11.8s, 70.94mph; 2, D. Murphy (1.6 Lancia 
Fulvia), 11m 00.6s (10 laps). Fastest lap: Ted Reeve (1.3 MG 
Midget), 52.6s, 82.37mph. 1151-1500cc: 1, David Mercer (1.3 
Ginetta G4), 11m 9.0s, 77.72mph; 2, Richard Gamble (1.4 MG 
Midget), 11m 32.2s; 3, Lawrence Cutler (1.3 Austin Healey Sprite), 
ig el Fastest lap: Geoff Weeks (1.4 MG Midget), 53.2s, 

45mph. 

Special Saloons (12 laps) — over 2000cc: 1, Tony woeey (2.3 
Vauxhall Firenza), 10m 33.4s, 81.96mph; 2, Barry Holdsworth (3.0 
Ford Capri), 11m 25.0s. 1601-2000cc: 1, Gary Streat (1.3 Mini- 
pooper aeae 25.4s, 75.86mph; 2, Geoff Bedding (1.3 Ford 
Anglia), 10m 32.2s; 3, Derce Mercer (1.3 Mini Clubman), 10m 57.6s. 
Fastest lap: Bedding, 55.0s, 78.78mph. 850-1000cc: 1, Rob Mason 
io Sunbeam Imp), 10m 35.2s, 81.86mph; 2, Mike Scott (1.0 Ford 

nglia), 10m 35.0s; 3, George Ostroumoff (1.0 Hillman Imp), 10m 
52.0s. Fastest lap: Mason, 51.6s, 83.97mph. Up to 850cc: 1, John 
Tait (850 bal 10m 38.4s, 83.97mph; 2, Simon Lee (850 Mini), 11m 
9.0s. Fastest lap: Tait, 1m0.1s, 71.03mph. 

Formule Libre “(12 pes 1, Chris Featherstone (5.0 McRae- 
Chevrolet GM1), 9m 52.2s, 87.80mph; 2, Adrian Russell (1.6 GRD 
372), 9m 54.2s; 3, David Manley (1.6 Mallock Mk17B), 9m 55.2s; 4, 
Ronnie Grant (1.6 Taurus M24), 9m 59.6s; 5, Philip Guerola (1.6 
Brabham BT30) 10m 11.4s; 6, Mike Tobitt G6 Lola T250), 10m 
13.0s. Fastest lap: Featherstone, Russell, Manley, 48.0s, 90.27mph. 
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Determined Lockhart 


The Romford Enthusiasts CC organized a 
six-race programme at Snetterton last 
Sunday. On a crowded day in the racing 


calendar, there was a class for everyone and © 


anyone and, while the resultant varied 
arrays on the grids may have lacked quality, 
the racing was always interesting and in the 
main closely contested. 

The opening event catered for MG ‘T’ and MG ‘A’ 
Register variations, with classes for ‘‘full-race” 
an pogdee ing cars. At the front, three MGAs 
disputed the lead, Roy McCarthy and Mick 
Walker swapping it between them with Alan 
Ward, their constant shadow, threatening at half- 
distance to get at them. McCarthy and Walker 
completed the tenth lap side by side, but when 
they next appeared rounding Coram, the white 
Walker car was ahead and McCarthy’s yellow one 
suddenly spun into retirement, as overheating 
caused water to spray onto the tyres. Walker thus 
won from Ward, with the dicing TCs of Pete 
Cresswell and Dave Clewley next up, Cresswell 
just in front as they swept under the chequered 
flag together. Stuart Dean (TA) took the road- 
going class, but only after Ken Tugwell had 
retired his MGA. 

Race wins by Van Diemens are rare these days, 
yet for the non-championship FF1600 race they 
occupied the front row (with the works RF76 of 
Mario Ferraris Neto on pole), and scored a 1-2-3-4 
triumph. Glenn Eagling’s RF75 led away, but the 
Brazilian was soon in front, although he could not 
shake off Eagling. The young Norfolk driver was 


A lurid moment for the 1932 Morgan 3-wheeler of 
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Andy Stewart. 
et eI ai 


quicker through the corners, but could not match 
the straight-line speed of his rival and, although 
he got in front on the ninth lap at Riches, he was 
soon passed on the straight. Exiting Russell for 
the last time, Eagling was faster, and in the short 
run to the flag he tried first the inside, then the 
outside, but finished just one length behind the 
happy South American. Another young Norfolk 
driver, David Sears, brought his RF76 home 
third, despite a down-on-power engine, while the 
second works Van Diemen of Teddy Voellmy com- 
pleted the domination by finishing fourth, but 
only just, as Brian Turner’s eight-year-old Lotus 
51 was only inches behind. 

The Modsports and Morgan Sports event was 
led all the way by David Rutherford. The hill- 
climber had one of his infrequent circuit outings 
in John Berry’s 4/4, and was untroubled, even 
though his nearest pelleneed Myke Bluston put 
in a late spurt with his roadgoing Plus 8 to finish 
only 2secs behind. Star turn was David Wallis, 
literally, for he managed to rotate his Modsports 
Dutton three times in the Esses during the ten- 
lapper. Each time he enthusiastically climbed 
back to third and Modsports leader — an eventful 
first ever race. 

Historic Sports, Vintage Sports, Vintage and 
Historic racing cars and Morgan three-wheelers 
(and one or two others the organisers let in for 
good measure!) contested the next event. Initially 

id Hoole’s Cooper Monaco headed the field, but 
after a few laps it pitted with an ominous smoke- 
screen billowing from the cockpit. This left Frank 
Lockhart (Rover Special) and John Berry, in the 
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of Pete Cressw 


previous race winning Morgan, at the front. Ever-. 
green Frank, his face locked in a determined 
rimace as he hunched over the wheel, was in fine 
orm and moved ahead when they encountered 
traffic, but when this happened again on the pen- 
ultimate lap John retaliated. But no sooner was 
he ahead than the Moggie ran out of fuel — they 
had added three gallons between the races, but 
somehow it wasn't enough. Roy McCarthy, out 
again in the MGA, finished second after the 
iaagaificens Maserati 250S of Martin had retired 
with an oil leak. The three-wheel Morgans were 
tremendous fun in the Esses. Bill Tuers finished 
an incredible fifth overall, 0.2sec ahead of Gar 
Caroline’s example after a race-long battle whic 
at one point had them leaping and bouncing spec- 
tacularly across the rough in unison. 

Phil Clarke made it two wins in consecutive 
weekends when he won the Special Saloon thrash 
with his 2.3 twin-cam Firenza. Phil lapped every- 
one, despite having to run with tyres of differing 
compounds and with new brake pads, following a 
pee in practice. In truth, after the early 

emise of Roy Yates (5.0 Zodiac) who thought he 
would have been able to challenge Clarke, there 
was no opposition. The well-driven Mini 1000 of 
Andy Devine led home the remaining four 
finishers. 

Tim Gath (U2) professed to not knowing his 
way around Snetterton, but he won the Libre/FF 
race by over half a minute. Sears and Eagling 
squabbled over the FF class until Eagling’s 
steering broke as he braked for Sear; Glenn for- 
tunately brought the car to a standstill without 
incident. Robin Green (Van Diemen RF75) and 
Rupert Suren (Dastle 16) fought throughout, 
third place finally going to Green. 
ANDY LEEDER 


MG “T" & MG “A” Register (12 laps) — overall and Full Race: 
1, Mick Walker (MGA), 17m 58.8s, 76.77mph; 2, Vic bea 
18m 02.0s; 3, Pete Cresswell (MG TC), 18m 05.8; 4, Dave Clewley 
(MG TC), 18m 06.2s Roadgoing: 1, Stuart Dean (MG TC), 18m 06.2s,, 
64.12mph; 2, Jeff Townsend (MG TB). No fastest laps given. “ 

Formula Ford 1600 (10 laps): 1, Mario Ferraris Neto (Van Diemen- 
Scholar ih 12m 38.6s, 90.97mph; 2, Glenn Eaglin (Van Diemen- 
Scholar RF75), 12m 38.8s; 3, David Sears (Van Diemen-Scholar 
RF76), 12m 42.2s; 4, Teddy Voellmy (Van Diemen-Scholar RF76), 
12m 596s; 5, Brian Turner (Lotus-Ford 51C), 12m 59.6s; 6, Robin 
Green (Van Diemen-Scholar RF75), 13m 06.2s. No fastest lap given. 

Modsports & Morgan Sports (10 leper 1, David Rutherford 
pica 4/4), 14m 26.8s, 79.62mph; 2, Myke Bluston (3.5 Morgan 

lus 8), 14m 29.0s; 3, David Wallis (1.7 Dutton B), 14m 56.6s; 
4, Bob Stuart (3.5 Morgan Plus 8) 14m 58.4s. Modsports: 1, Wallis, 
76.97mph; 2, Jon Ansell aS ie gg 3, Alan Ward (MGA). Fastest 
lap: Wallis, 1m 27.2s, 79.14mph. Morgan rts over 2200cc: 
1, Bluston, 79.42mph; 2, Stuart; 3, Grahame Bryant (Morgan Plus 
8). Fastest lap: Bluston, 1m 24.8s, 81.38mph. Morgan Sports y ites 
2200cc: 1, Rutherford, 79.62mph; 2, Bryan 4 Ae (Morgan 4/4); 
3, Andrew Garlick (Morgan Plus 4). Fastest lap: Rutherford, 1m 
22.2s, 83.96mph. ‘ 

Historic Sports Cars, Vintage Sports, Vintage & Historic Racin 
Cars & Morgan Three-Wheelers (12 laps. 1, Frank Lockhart (1 
Rover Special), 17m 18.6s, 79.74mph; 2, Roy McCarthy (1959 
MGA), 18m*15.2s; 3, Robert Cook (1959 Austin-Healey Sebrin, 
3000), 18m 23.8s; 4, Dave Clewley (1947 MG TC), 18m 32.4s; 5, Bi 
Tuer (1932 Morgan), 17m 38.0s, 11 laps; 6, Gary Caroline (1928 
Morgan), 17m 38.2s, 11 laps. Fastest lap: John Berry (1971 Morgan 
4/4), 1m 22.6s, 83.55mph. : 

Special Saloons including Mini 7 & Mini 1000 (10 Ispsy 1, Phil 
Clarke (2.3 Vauxhall Firenza), 13m_18.0s, 86.48mph; 2, Andy 
Devine (1.0 Mini), 9 laps; 3, Colin Rimington (1.3 Ford Anglia); 
4,Tim Cockle (1.0 Mini), 8 laps. Special Saloons: 1, Clarke, 
86.48mph; 2, Rimington. No other finishers. Fastest lap: Clarke, 1m 
17.2s, 89.39mph. Mini 1000: 1, Devine, 76.89mph; 2, Cockle; no 
other finishers. Fastest lap: Devine, 1m_28.2s, 78.24mph. Mini 7: 
1, Tony Hyatt (850 Mini), 14m 12.2s, 64.78mph; no other finishers. 
Fastest lap: Russell Bust (850 Mini), 1m 34.0s, 12 420P iL 

Formule Libre & Formula Ford 1600 (10 laps): 1, Tim Gath (1.6 
Mallock U2), 12m 16.0s, 93.77mph; 2, David Sears (FF Van Diemen 
RF76), 12m 47.4s; 3, Robin Green (FF Van Diemen RF75), 13m 
13.4s; 4, Rupert Suren (FF Dastle 16), 13m 14.6s. Formule Libre: 
1, Gath, 93.77mph; 2, Frank Lockhart (1946 Rover Special); no 
other finishers. Fastest lap: Gath, 1m 11.4s, 96.66mph. Formula 
Ford: 1, Sears, 89.93mph; 2, Green; 3, Suren. Fastest lap: Glenn 
Eagling (Van Diemen RF75), 1m 14.8s, 92.26mph. 
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MALLORY PARK 


Ian Briggs leads the Mini 1000 train through the Esses. 


Double for Wenham 


The annual 750 Motor Club meeting at 
Mallory Park last Sunday featured many of 
the Club’s national championship rounds. 
Graham Wenham won both Leyland Mini 
Seven Challenge races, although the second 
was controversial. Chris Hague (Wessex) ex- 
tended his lead in the Reliant 750 Champion- 
ship with a fonts win while Vic 
Waterhouse (Mallock Mk14B) scored his 
first win in a Formula 1300 race. The nine- 
race programme proved a little gruelling for 
many of the competitors, with retirements 
through overheating being common. 

With so many entrants the Reliant 750, Leyland 
Mini Seven, and Formula 1300 Championship 
races had to be split into two with the fastest 20 
cars in practice qualifying for the main event. The 
opening lap of the Reliant 750 pg mE race 
saw the two Wessex Specials of Roland Nix and 
Chris Hague in front. Hague took his customary 
lead on the second lap and a moment by Nix at 
‘Shaws enabled him to pull out a moods | margin 
from Tim Green (Time Mk3), Nix and John Giles 
(JGS 5B). Giles ie see back eventually to retire, 
while Green and Nix had a fabulous dice before 
the Wessex Special peeled into the pits on lap 
seven with a suspected blown head-gasket just as 
Green was slowmg with overheating — he had 
fitted the wrong diff — and his Reliant engine was 
revving too much. He made it to the finish as did 
Chris Elmes (Maggot) who came third after his 


sparring partners fell by the wayside although 
‘evor egarty. (Hega) and Bob Simpson 
shadowed him all the way. 


Reg Armstrong, hris ‘Tyrrell, Graham 


Wenham and Graham Child disputed the lead for 
the Leyland Mini Seven Challenge race with some 
ferocity although Armstrong always looked in 
command. Just as Armstrong looked to be get- 
ting away, he retired on lap seven with a broken 
engine. Wenham leapfrogged into the lead which 
he extended at Gerards on the last lap to take a 
comfortable victory while Child took Tyrrell at 
the Esses on the final ye John West headed a 
train fighting over fourth but as the others retired 
or were slowed in a last-lap barging-match he 
eased ahead of Julian Cutler, Hugo Shipley, Dave 
Facer, and Martin Goddall. 

Although Vic Waterhouse led the Formula 1300 
race throughout to take his first, long overdue, 
win he hon to contend with Phil Lloyd’s very 
successful Nomad which had a moment at 
Gerards on lap two, forcing John Allen (Allen) to 
spin. Lloyd was challenging Waterhouse again, by 
lap four but then the car stuck in third gear and 
he retired. Thus the dice involving Steve Collier 
(Wells), Jim Ravenscroft (Messer 2a), Graham 
Greig (Mallock Mk8B), and pues Lloyd, became 
one for second. Greig dropped away, havin 
tripped over some backmarkers, and the due 
between Collier and Ravenscroft was resolved in 
the latter’s favour on the last lap as Collier spun 
at Shaws. After Greig came John Allen who 
recovered well and coasted over the line, while 
Chris Kite ousted Peter Grzewinski from fifth on 
the last lap. 

Having passed Roy Lewington’s Brabham on 
lap two and pulled away from Bruce West’s GRD 
by lap four, Bill Cowling had an easy victory 
driving the ex-Fergus Tait Delta Formula 4 car 
for the third time. A good dice for second 
developed with West heading Lewington and 


Brian Waterhouse spins his Lancia Aurelia in the Classic Saloon thrash. 
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Mike Whatley (modified Brabham BT21/24). 
West spun the GRD at Shaws on lap eight leaving 
Lewington (whose Brabham sported a new 
Ensign-like rear engine cover) to ease —_ from 
Whatley. Alex Lowe’s Chevron took fourth after 

ir away from Eddie Heasell’s Brabham 

T38C and then came a chastened West who 
passed Ken Crook’s Lotus on the last Pe. , 

With an easy win in the Leyland Mini 1000 
Challenge race, Ian Briggs took the overall lead of 
the wy vy ed from the man who finished 
second, Mike Curnow (driving his brother Alan’s 
1975 Championship-winning car) had to contend 
with Rick Cutting and John Hazell. Cutting 
retired on the penultimate ms with overheatin 
caused by a fractured pipe while Curnow nipp 

ast Hazell on the inside of the Esses on the last 

p. With John Bradburn retiring with a cutting- 
out problem due to fuel problems, a slowing Phil 
Spurling was able to head Peter Morris over the 
line by the smallest of margins. 

Jeff Brown’s exotic-sounding Turpus Merula 
led the consolation 750 race for most of the laps 
before engine problems (oil in the passinger com- 
partment) forced his retirement two laps before 
the end. Dave Kelly’s vag thereafter lead to 
the end with Mick Kenny (MPK) being promoted 
to second after Andrew Findon (Reon) dropped 
behind Dave Robson (Viking) on the last lap with 
a broken throttle return spring. 

The updating (between races) of the Messer 
from 2a (when Ravenscroft drove it in the first 
Formula 1300 race) to 3 when Keith Messer drove 
it in the consolation event, proved to be beneficial 
for Messer who led from start to finish. Phil 
Williams (Hibbit) took an equally easy second, 
followed by Mick Wilks’s E, which was the 
last unlapped runner. 

Graham Wenham took over G. Larrington’s 
TW Racing Mini for the consolation Mini Seven 
race and caused an upset by starting dead last on 
the grid and leading by the end of the first lap! He 
pulled inexorably away to take a win in a race 
which some people thought he should never been 
allowed to start. With Mike Taylor retiring on lap 
seven after a bolt came out of the gearbox and Ian 
Mittell retiring earlier with overheating (after 
pope y Baten -penp John Love was promoted 
to second. Derek Ransome took third, having got 
the better of a dice which ended with Mrs Denny 
Hulford’s Gerrydon Mini upside down at Gerards 
(the lady only suffering from shock). 


The Classic Saloon Car race was led from start 
to finish by Bob Meacham’s immaculate 2.8 
Jaguar which slowed over the last couple of laps 


and was nearly caught on the line by Craig 
Hinton’s Jaguar which had broken away from 
Miles Marshall’s immaculate Borgward and Mike 
Bennion’s closely-followingF ord Zephyr. 


COLIN MASTERMAN 


Bayliss Autovents Trophy Race for Reliant 750 National 
Championship (10 laps): 1, Chris Reae (Wessex CH767), 9m 38.4s, 
no aneed vem 2, Tim Green (Time Mk3), 9m 48.8s; 3, Chris Elmes 

Maggot Mk3c), 9m 56.8s; 4, Trevor Hegarty (Hega), 9m 57.6s; 5, 
job Simpson (Reliant Special), 9m 59.2s; Mike Standring (Jeffrey 
MYS), 10m 00.2s. Fastest lap: Hague and Roland Nix (Wessex), 
56.6s, 85.86mph (record). 

Leyland Mini 7 Challenge race (10 laps): 1, Graham Wenham, 10m 
24.2s, no speed given; 2, Graham Child, 10m 24.6s; 3, Chris Tyrrell, 
10m 24.8s; 4, John West, 10m 31.2s; 5, Julian Cutler, 10m 32.2s; 6, 
Hugo Shipley, 10m 34.4s. Fastest lap: Reg Armstrong, 1m 01.0s, 

67mph. 

Ken Hudson Loughborough Ltd Formula 1300 National Champion- 
ship race (10 laps): Vic Waterhouse (Mallock Mk14B), 8m 47.2s, no 
speed given; Jim Ravenscroft (Messer 2a), 8m 54.6s; 3, Graham 
Greig (Mallock Mk8B), 9m 02.0s; 4, John Allen (Allen Mk4), 9m 
11.6s; 5, Chris Kite mort Kite), 9m 16.2s; 6, Peter Grzewinski 
(Bladon), 9m 16.4s. Fastest lap: Phil Lloyd (Nomad Mk2), 50.6s, 
96.05mph (Record). A a 

De Montford Finance Formula 4 Championship race (10 laps): 1, 
Bill coco 8 (Delta IRF4), 8m 27.2s, no speed given, 2, Roy 
te ay (Brabham BT28), 8m 30.6s; 3, Mike Whatley (Brabham 
BT21/ po 32,6; 4, Alex Lowe (Chevron B20), 8m 36.0s; 5, Eddie 
Heasell (Brabham BT38c), 8m 38.4s; 6, Bruce West (GRD 373), 8m 
50.2s. Fastest lap: Cowling, 49.4s, 98.38mph. ‘ 

Leyland Mini 1000 Challenge race (10 laps): 1, lan Briggs, 9m 
40.8s, rate 2, Mike Curnow, 9m 49.8s; 3, John Hazell, 9m 
50.0s; 4, Phil pure’ 10, 00.4s; 5, Peter Morris, 10m 00.8s; 6, 
Sranneroore 10, 02.8s. Fastest lap: Briggs and John Hazell, 57.4s, 


.66mph. 

Twinsock Consolation Reliant 750 race (10 laps): 1, Dave Kelly 
(Viking LV17E), 10m 37.0s, 76.29mph; 2, Mick a , 10m 
41.2s; 3, Dave Robson (Vikin ey 10m 42.6s; 4, Andrew Findon 
Gaon 2a), 10m 43.8s; 5, Colin Hill (Shy Toy), 11m 00.6s; 6, Ray 

ilson (Qmagon), 11m 146s. Fastest lap: Jeff Brown (Turpus 
Merula), 1m 01.0s, 79.67mph. 

Shepperson (Radio and ™ Formula 1300 consolation race (10 
eos 1, Keith Messer (Messer3), 9m 28.8s, 85.44mph; 2, Phil 

illiams (Hibbit Mk1), 9m_35.4s; 3, Mick Wilks (RAE Type E), 10m 
02.6s; 4, Austin Palmer (Terrin) 9 laps; 5, David Andrews (Hudson 
LC 1a); 6, lan Hills. Fastest lap: Messer, 54.6s, 8901mph. 

Leyland Mini 7 consolation race (10 laps): 1, Graham Wenham, 
10m 48.2s, 74.97mph; 2, John Love, 11m 03.0s; 3, Derek Ransome, 
11m 12.2s; 4, Michael Jackson, 11m 44.6s; 5, Arthur Baker, 11m 
penn, nf finishers. Fastest lap: Wenham and lan Mittell, 1m 03.4s, 
76.65mph. 

Classe Saloon Car Championship race (10 laps): 1. Bob Meacham 
(2.8 Jager Mk1), 11m 14.4s (72.06mph); 2, ye leg (aguar), 
11m 15.2s; 3, Miles Marshall (1.5 Borgward Isabella), 11m 17.3s; 
4, Mike Bennion (2.5 Ford Zephyr Mk2), 11m 18.0s. Over 2700cc: 1, 
Cra if Hinton, no speed given; 2, Peter Defee (3.4 ape Mk7); only 
finishers. Fastest lap: Hinton, 1m 05.2s, 74.53mph. 1902 to 2700cc: 
Bob Meacham; 2, Mike Bennion; 3, Terry Harris (2.8 Jaguar Mk1). 
Fastest lap: Meacham, 1m 05.2s, 74.53nph. 1251 to 1901: 1, Miles 
Marshall, no speed given; 2, Mike Hawes (1.5 MG Magnette); 3, 
Hugh Hutton (1.5 Wolseley ag’ 2 Fastest lap: 1m 06.2s; 
73.41mph. Up to 1250cc: 1, Andy McLennan (Austin A35), 11m 
29.6s, no speed given; 2, Bill Stone (Morris Minor); 3, Steve McHale 
(Volkswagen). Fastest lap: McLennan, 1m 07.2s, 72.32mph. 
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HAREWOOD 


Lane’s return to form 


Roy Lane returned to the winner’s rostrum 
at Harewood on Sunday to take his third 
round of the RAC Hillclimb Championshi 
. this year, and to stretch his lead to a hand- 
some 14 points. However, if the big F5000 
Fenny Marine GM1 looked fast when Roy 
made his winning climb of 38.72s, the same 
cannot be said of Ken MacMaster’s superb 
second-place drive of 38.83, which was one of 
his typically unflurried ascents which leave 
everyone else wondering just where he 
manages to find those vital tenths which 
add up to so much on a 1000yds hill. Third 
place went to Alister Douglas-Osborn, who 
found that, despite the presence of designer 
Mike Pilbeam, the DFV-engined R22 just 
didn’t want to go round corners, finally 
recording a Championship time a quarter of 


a second slower than his qualifying class 
run. 

The battle for the RAC Leaders 
Championship continues apace, Russ 


Ward’s Sprite taking its customary class 
win to keep Russ 5 points clear of Chris 
Dowson (Brabham BT15), who also won his 
class and has a round in hand over Ward. 
Among the other Leaders contenders to win 
their classes and consolidate their Pn eam 
were John Meredith and Charles Barter — 
Barter having the distinction of being the 
only driver to set a new class record when 
his 1-litre Hartwell Imp broke Chris 
Cramer’s long-standing time. 
The Yorkshire Centre of the BARC have been 
organizing hillclimbs at Harewood since 1962, so 
by now they must be used to the vagaries of the 
Yorkshire public, but even Mike Wilson and John 
English must have been disappointed in the su 
ort which they received in response to an excel- 
ent entry and a well-promoted meeting. Saloons 
have always been a strong point at Harewood, 
and this time there were no fewer than 19 cars to 
contest the various classes. David Gooch (Imp), 
John Davies (Cooper S) and George Swinburn 
(Escort 2000) had no problems in taking class 
wins, while Charles Barter at long last managed 
to pedal his Golden Springs Watercress Imp fast 
enough to take the seven-year-old Cramer Mini 
record by a margin of eight-hundredths. Chris’s 


, damagin; 


other saloon record seems safe for a little longer, 
as John Meredith’s best time in the 1.3 Cooper S 
was still way off the “Total Trophy” target time 
set back in 1970. 

Guyson MD Jim Thomson brought along his 
Firenza to support the “‘other” Championship and 
had no difficulty in taking the class with a stylish 
45.57, interestingly enough some way off his own 
class record set two pone ago of 45.09. Mike 
Gleave had no difficulty in winning the 1300cc 
“Marque” sports car class in his Sprite, despite 
being chased by a trio of hard-driven Midgets — 
second place man Jonathan Dale going so far on 

is second run as to do a slow and reasonably un- 
roll at Farmhouse Bend in his attempts 
to catch the leader. ; 

If Ronnie Craik (Elan Sprint) had a fairly easy 
task in taking the 1301-2600cc “Marque” class, 
Richard Jackson had to put up with much sterner 
opposition to his delectable Porsche Carrera 
before he could get clear of Paul Tankard’s TVR 
Tuscan in the unlimited class. Things haven’t 
been going Russ Ward’s way recently, and Hare- 
wood saw Maurice Ogier’s Clan Crusader renew 
the battle in a big way, victory just going to 
Russ’s ole by the narrowest possible margin of 
one-hundredth. 

Bob Prest in the 1.6-litre Mallock U2 tied up the 
Clubmans class with two smooth drives, the 
faster being almost half a second up on the Mk 18 
U2 of Jim Robinson. Dennis Pegg’s Mistron made 
easy work of the 1300cc GT & sports-racing car 
class with a climb of 50.04, although the pro- 
gramme indicates that this is a long way off the 
class record of a certain ubiquitous single seater 
driver of 42.55! Norrie Galbraith, having sold his 
successful Daren 2B, has now bought a Mk11B 
U2 and he proceeded to pe this to work extre- 
mely well by taking his class for 1300-1600cc GT 
and sports-racers on his first time out in the car. 
Yet another of Major Mallock’s products, this 
time the 2-litre BMW-engined Mk16 of Ian Curtis, 
took the unlimited class from a very on-form- 
George Tatham (7.2 McLaren M12C). f 

A satisfyingly large entry in the first of the 
single-seater racing car classes provided Chris 
Dowson with yet another opportunity to show his 
mastery in the Penrhos Wine Brabham BT15, this 
time his Saf meres 42.13 being supervised 
from the Paddock by the car’s original owner and 
builder, Jimmy Johnstone. Second was John 
Crowson with the Gunk Terrapin on 42.91, 
followed at some distance by the Carburol Special 


John Cussins climbed his 5.7 litre Chevrolet powered Chevron toa well-deserved fourth place. 
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‘of John Shapley. Fifth in class was Duncan 
Welch, driving Shapley’s car which had been very 
sportingly lent to him when his own Midget deve- 
loped serious engine maladies on the Saturday. 

he 1600cc racing car class saw Rob Turnbull 
take the B&W Motors Brabham BT35 "= in two 
different guises, first with a full-width Chevron- 
type nose, and then in a significantly faster and 
more stable 41.22 with its traditional “scoop” 
nose. Peter Kaye’s similar BT35 was also running 
with a full-width nose, his first time of 41.53 bm 
good enough to lead the class until Turnbu 
reverted to his well-proven and original Brabham 
bodywork. Robert Sunderland made it a Brabham 
1-2-3 in class when he only just failed to catch 
Kaye in their shared car by 0.02sec. 

e unlimited capacity class looked a little 
depleted when both Sir Nick Williamson (March 
741) and Reg Phillips (Chevron B27) non-started, 
and then David Franklin had to withdraw on the 
Sunday morning when he found the oil pressure 
dangerously low in the BMW unit of his March 
742. However, the remaining 14 drivers did their 
best to cover the gaps, and it was to no-one’s sur- 

rise that Roy Lane slotted the 5-litre Fenny 
arine into first place with an impressive “point- 
and-squirt’”’ 38.91 second run. Alister Douglas- 
Osborn had a difficult weekend with the Motosail 
(Jersey) Pilbeam, and fought the car into second 
lace in class on 39.16, leaving third spot to the 

runhalle Lager March 76A of Chris Cramer, . 
whose 39.51 second climb looked quite ee 

The RAC Championship runs were led of: by 
Richard Brown in the Martin BM16, which seems 
to have benefitted from the new wider nose unit, 
as his eighth-place 40.78 would show. Richard 
Jones started off well in the Surtees TS10, but 
could only improve slightly to 40.85, which 
dropped him back to tenth place. The Severn 
Advertising March 74B of Martyn Griffiths 
almost knows its own way up Harewood, and in 
the hands of its new owner made a useful improve- 
ment to 40.51 for seventh position. Malcolm’ 
Dungworth was running the Brabham BT35 in 
“Chevron guise” (with a full-width nose) and, 
despite a good qualifying position, could ony 
manage a 40.78 ninth place in the actual run-off. 
Team “boss” John Cussins, on the other hand, 
made a very considerable improvement to 39.67 
on his second run to take a well earned fourth. 

Mike MacDowel made two very busy and extre- 
mely neat climbs to consolidate his fifth fastest 
position in the 2-litre Ralt, and is peng A start- 
ing to enjoy his hillclimbing once again. The best 
improvement of the day must undoubtedly have 
been that of Ken MacMaster, who suddenly pro- 
duced a real flyer in the 2.2-litre Modus to shoot 
right through the order into a well-deserved 
second place at 38.83 — a truly remarkable time 
for a ‘‘2-litre’ car. Chris Cramer, having been 
third in the classes, found that the Grunhalle 
March simply didn’t like the conditions and, 
rather than risk anything, settled for a lively but 
controllable 40.07 and sixth position. 

Over the last few weeks, Douglas-Osbom has 
been the driver to beat, but Harewood found a 
new series of problems for him to sort out, and as 
the day proceeded so his times in the DFV- 
engined Pilbeam became more difficult to make. 
Finally ADO settled down to take third place on 
39.41. Lane seemed to have got his confidence 
back for this weekend, and the orange McRae was 
the only one of the big-engined cars to maintain 
an almost constant progress, finally taking the 
BTD and Championship Run-off with a most 
impressively fast and stable 38.72 climb. 


BOB COOPER 


BTD: Roy Lane (5.0 Fenny Marine Chevrolet GM1), 38:72s. 

Class winners, David Gooch (875 Chrysler Imp), 64.91s; John 
Davies (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 49.71s; George Swinburn (2.0 Ford 
Escort), 49.71s; Charles Barter (1.0 Chrysler Imp), 46.1 8s (record); 
John redith (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 45.87s; Jim Thomson (2.6 
Vauxhall Firenza), 45.57s; Mike Gleave (1.3 AH Sprite), 48.96s; 
Ronnie Craik (1.6 Lotus Elan), 50.75s; Richard Jackson (2.7 Porsche 
Carrera), 47.58s; Russ Ward (1.3 AH rye 46.66s; Kim Johnson 
1.3 MG Midget), 50.29s; Bob Prest (1.6 Mallock U2 Mk16), 43.08s; 

ennis Pegs (12 Mistron-Ford), 50.04s; Norrie Galbraith (1.6 
Mallock U2 Mk11B), 45.42s; lan Curtis (2.0 Mallock U2 Mk16), 
43.36s; Chris Dowson (1.1 Brabham BT15 s/c), 42.13s; Rob 
Turnbull (1.6 Brabham BT35), 41.22s; Lane, 38.91s. 

RAC Championship runs: 1, Lane, 38.72s: 2, Ken MacMaster (2.2 
Modus-Hart 420R M4), 38.83s; 3, Alister Douglas-Osborn (3.0 
Pilbeam-Cosworth DFV R22), 39.41s; 4, John Cussins (5.7 Chevron- 
Chevrolet B32), 39.67s; 5, Mike MacDowel (2.0 Rait-Hart 420R 
RT1), 39.97s; 6, Chris yaeered eg March-Cosworth 76A), 40.07s; 7, 
Martyn Griffiths (2.2 March-Hart 420R 74B), 40.51s; 8, Richard 
Brown (2.0 Martin-Vega BM16), 40.78; 9, Malcolm Dungworth (5.0 
Brabham-Repco BT35), 40.78s; 10, Richard Jones (2.0 Surtees-Hart 
TS10), 40.85s. 

RAC lag seem Positions after 7 rounds: 1, Roy Lane, 66 pts: 
2, Alister Douglas-Osborn 52; 3, Ken MacMaster 42; 4, Chris’ 
Cramer 40; 5, Sir N. Williamson 39; 6, John Cussins 31: 7, David 
Franklin 29; 8, Martyn Griffiths 28; 9, Mike MacDowel 25; 10, Rob 
Turnbull 11. 

RAC Championship positions after 7 rounds: 1, Roy Lane, Chptss 
2, Alister Douglas-Osborn 52; 3, Ken MacMaster 42; 4, C ris 
Cramer 40; 5, Sir N. Williamson 39; 6, John Cussins 31; 7, David 
Franklin 29; 8, Martyn Griffiths 28; 9, Mike MacDowel 25; 10, Rob 


Turnbull 11. 
RAC Leaders Championship positions after 7 rounds: 1, Russ 
Ward 58pts; 2, Chris son 53; 3, John Meredith 45; 4, Michael 


White 37; 5, Stuart Watts 27; 6, Charles Barter 24. 
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EE Sports extra 


RAC calls for more definition 


after Chimp exclusion 


Tony Wadsworth Racing's appeal 
against the decision to band their 
Super Saloon ‘Chimp’ was tinged 
with some sadness and some jubil- 
ation. The car was excluded from 
racing at Thruxton recently and the 
appeal against this was heard last 
week. The outcome was that the 
wing was against the regulations, 
but the wheelbase alteration was 
{quite legal. At the same time, the 

AC called for more definition by 
the Race Committee on the subject 
of spoilers for rear-engined cars, and 
also the fact that engines must not 
extend above the bottom of the rear 
level of the window. 

The wording involved in the 
Chevron-based Imp which is driven 
by Jonathan Buncombe, goes as 


First FF2000 
for Fewkes 


Sunday’s Formula Ford 2000 race at 
Silverstone saw a first-time win for a 
new engine tumer to the Formula: 
Roy Fewkes. Fewkes used to be one 
of the F5000 engine tuners, but with 
the decline of the formula in this 
country, had rather lapsed as a race 
pe aine tuner, preferring to be in- 
volved in exotic road cars. 

Some six weeks ago, Frank Sytner 
approached Fewkes at this Little 

aton, Derbyshire premises with a 
view to developing an FF2000 
engine. After a number of traumas of 
late, including various foreign bodies 
finding their way into the engine, it 
finally ran really well on Sunday and 
Sytner’s Ken Hensley/Sytner of 
Nottingham Dulon took the fla 
with a reasonable margin to secon 
man Oscar Notz. 

Fewkes says his engines are deve- 
loping “well in excess of 130 bhp” 
and at present has no plans for a 
production run, although one feels 
that if he were approached, 
customers would not be tumed 
away. 


Wykeham gains 
Morgan 
sponsorship 


Bill Wykeham, who gained consider- 
able publicity over the weekend for 
sending his gelnend actress Sally 
Thomsett off in a Morgan for a 
“naughty girls’ week”, has gained 
Some sponsorship for his own, poss- 
ibly less naughty efforts on the race 
track. Wykeham has secured the 
support of Trandex International 
id, the Knightsbridge shippers and 
eight forwarders. Trandex join 
orris Stapleton, the Morgan 
ents, in running Wykeham’s 
organ Plus 8 in prodsports. 


Roz Prior made a couple of runs in 
round-robin at Santa Pod against 
ony Froome and Ron Picardo, 
ating Picardo with a 7.6s, but red- 
ighting against Froome — who lost 
ter to Picardo to score it one each! 
ut it was good ta see the Prior team 
ving some success for a change. 
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follows. First, the forward-facing 
struts were not within the periphery 
of the original boot lid surface, and 
the tribunal stated that struts and 
tie bars were not a part of the spoiler; 
for this reason the appeal was not 
upheld. 

However, the tribunal found that 
the wheelbase can be modified and 
the appeal was well-founded and sub- 
sequently upheld. But, costs of £40 
Were awarded against Tony 
Wadsworth Racing. 

Various points were made, includ- 
ing the fact that the overall peri- 
phery of the original bootlid must be 
in_the vertical plane and the 
definition of a spoiler is that it must 
be a continuous surface which must 
not be broken by tie barsand struts. 
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SB TAC \ ts 


Seen lurking in Sussex recently was 
lovely Suzanne Turner, prior to 
trying out Richard Piper’s Tour of 
Britain Fiat 128. 


Thorpe beats 
the slippery 
conditions 


The rain came down heavily last 
Saturday night during the ear ly part 
of the Chess Valley MC Three 
Counties Rally and made many 
roads extremely slippery which is 
probably a contributory factor to 
only 45 crews out of 90 completing 
the 162 miles route which took in 
Northants, Oxon, Gloucestershire 
and Warwickshire. 

First, by just over a minute, were 
the Aylesbury team of Garry Thorpe 
and Mike Wise in an RS1600 who 
dropped 15m 22s in beating Derek 
Skinner and Peter Rushford in their 
MGB V8 who dropped 16m 38s. 
Keith Rushby and” Ian Simpson 
brought their RS2000 into third on 
18m 5s ahead of the Escort TC of 
Terry Arnold and Victor Clark on 
19m 28s. 

Having started at zero Kevin 
Videan and John Dickson were fifth 
in their Datsun 1600 on 20m 5s and 
sixth were Pat Burke and Dave 
inidas in another RS2000 on 21m 

s. 


Dave O’Brien and Mike Turner fin- 
ished eleventh on 25m 14s to collect 
the semi-expert class and the novice 
pie went to R. Archer and A. 

utchinson in an MGB who were 
22nd on 41m 50s. Best Chess Valley 
members were Jerry Voinquel and A. 
Wallace in an Escort Sport. 


Fa ante censgiei 


The only clouds at Silverstone emanate 


Ultimately, it blew up. 


d from under Gerry Marshal's Firenza. 


tS 


Miles 


Clouds over Marshall 


Gerry Marshall was in all sorts of 
drama with the Holden Repco 
engined DTV Firenza in the Super 
Saloon round at Silverstone on 
Sunday. Throughout practice the car 
was belching out clouds of smoke 
under braking and cornering which 
would have done an array proud for 
a smokescreen. The lads 
scratched their heads after practice 
and changed the oil scavenge pump, 
but could find no apparent reason for 
the surge on the car, which had not 
been altered since its last outing. 

As the performance seemed little 


afficted they decided to start the 
race. Thesmokescreenin the race had 
to be seen to be believed as Marshall 
held third spot, those following him 
must have been driving almost blind. 
The car lasted for nine laps and the 
smoke seemed to be diminishin (an 
ominous sign?) when the engine blew 
up in a big way passing the pits. One 
can only hope that the damage is not 
too extensive and that the car is 
soon back on the tracks as Super 
Saloons conely noes a spectacular 
performer like Marshall in a spec- 
tacular car like Baby Bertha. 


Lord and Lola reappear 


Among the many old favourites who 
will be at Silverstone on Saturday 
for the Aston Martin Owners Club’s 
superb meeting will be a not-so-old 
favourite, the DFV-powered Lola 
T280 entered by Minilite and driven 
by Jeremy Lord. Minilite and Lord, 
the Bournemouth solicitor, have had 
a long association in sports car 
racing, latterly with the 3.0 Lola, but 
this ended in 1974 when Lord retired 
from active racing, although he’s 
kept his hand in at various events 
including hillclimbs. 


Baird’s Brook 
FF2000 efforts 


Stuart Baird, the lean, 30-year-old 
structural engineer who is going well 
in Formula Ford 2000 this year, now 
has three Liverpool businessmen 
behind his racing efforts. 

Major sponsor is Peter Brook, of 
Brosenne. which owns Baird’s 
Hawke DL14. The others are 
Sherwood Skelly, boss of Ford main 
dealer Skelly’s, and Mike Ellis, who 
runs the rival British Leyland dealer- 
ship, Parkfield. 

the bearded Baird, the most, 
Northerly-based driver in the 
formula, has been provided with a 
team manager by Brookhire to 
handle all Tis off-circuit racing 
problems. 

Baird reveals that he spends more 
time competing on foot than he does 
in a car for he is a cross country 
runner who does 50 miles a week in 
summer and much morein winter. 


@ Santa Pod Raceway were trying a 
new type of plug from Champion in 
their carson the weekend, and witha 
6.63s from the Vega, it could be that 
the cars’ potential will now start to 
show. 


Partially for the purpose of publi- 
cising the car as it is for sale, the 
association is renewed at Silverstone 
during the ten lap Goddard and 
Smith Trophy race for sports and 

T cars. Among Lord’s considerable 
rivals in the superb entry, are a 
Porsche 917 for a Mr Norman or 
Chris Craft, Louis Lorenzini in 
Michael Vernon’s Ferrari 312_P/B, 
Mike Salmon in Viscount Downe’s 
GT40, Richard Bond and Jack le 
Fort’s Lola T70s and Chris Stewart 
in Rod Leach’s 2.0 Alfa Romeo T33. 


AMJ Racing 
suffer arson 
setback 


Alan Morton-Jacobs Racing suffered 
a severe setback to their Formula 
Ford plans last week when fire broke 
out at their New Works Road, Low 
Moor, Bradford workshop. Police 
consider the cause of the Bre to be 
arson. Alan Morton-Jacobs has 
appealed to us, asking that anyone 
who saw anything suspicious in the 
area should contact him or the Brad- 
ford police. The incident happened 
on Thursday last at 8.30 pm. 

Further problems include the 
destruction of all records, so all 
members of his team are asked to 
contact him on Bradford 671858 to 
talk about future race-hire bookings. 
Some of the cars were damaged, and 
the transporter particularly so, 
meaning that the team is likely to be 
off the tracks for at least two weeks 
and all entries in that time are can- 
celled. 
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Crane gets | 
lift to 
World finals 


racer Pete Crane, from 

Orpington, the first man to do a sub- 
6s quarter-mile in Britain, has been 
invited to the World Drag finals in 
Texas. This is the first time a drag 
racer and his car will travel across 
the Atlantic to represent Britain 
against the best of America. 

Crane is taking over his Valvoline 
= cane Stormbringer for the Indy 

ationals at Indianapolis on 
September 1-6, and then moves onto 
Texas for the World finals from 
October 8-10. Crane is current 
looking for sponsorship to help wit 
the trip, although he has some help 
from the organisers. 


New line 
in prizes 
from RECC 


The enterprismg Romford Enthu- 
siast Car Club came up with a 
new line in prizes at last Sunday’s 
Snetterton meeting. Gone ‘were the 
tankards, cups and silverware so 
usually awarded that just gather 
dust on the shelf. In their place 
RECC were presenting pocket 
calculators and binoculars, practical 
prizes that seemed to delight most of 
the recipients. Other worthwhile 
prizes, of a useful nature, awarded at 
what was very much a Clubmans’ 
day, were donated by Duckhams, 
Spax, Britax and Simoniz._ 


The enterprising Joe Kelly has been 
at it again. After his long march to 


que enough money to race in 
‘ormula Ford, Kelly recently organ- 
ised a raffle, results of which were 
announced last Saturday. Winner of 
a week’s holiday for two in Majorca 
was Geoff Turner of Wallasey; a 
week’s holiday in Amsterdam goes 
to Mrs A. Hay of London NW6. a 
fournight bargain-break holiday for 
two goes to Miss Jo Jarrett of 
Hampstead and one gallon of Vat 69 

oes to Mrs M. Petty of London 

W1. Kelly is seen above with his 
Scorpion-run Royale, drawing 
tickets in the sun. 
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Geoff Smailes, the South African accoun 


“ 
oe Sr ~~ -— 


tant who races in Formula Ford, 


has forsaken his Formula Ford Royale RP21 with Scholar engine for a simi- 
larly powered Ashtune run Hawke DLI5. He’s still sponsored by Kismet 
Dynaflex :the garage equipment and fluid-handling equipment manu- 


facturers. 


Midland driver John Ravenscroft set 
one of the fastest times ever 
recorded at the one mile course used 
for sprinting at Oulton Park last 
Saturday when he returned 39.16s 
with his Token F1 car at the Lancs’ 
and Cheshire CC sprint. In 
what transpired to be a two car 
battle for BTD, Ravenscroft just 
pipped Bob Speak in his Chevron B 
23, but the margin was only four 
tenthsofa Power F ; 

In extremely hot and humid condi- 
tions — the temperature played 
havoc with many engines — the 
event attracted 96 starters and was 
a round of the Longton and District 
championship. The course, from the 
now disused Cascades exit through 
to Knickerbrook, is still in good 
condition and there was only a single 
accident when a Midget rolled at 
Island. 

Only two of the 17 classes pro- 
duced close results, in the GT and 
sports racing class and among the 
single seaters up to 1600cc. In the 
former Jack Marland got the better 
of A. H. O’Hara by only three 


Hot Hawkes 
cause FF2000 
problem 


Last weekend’s FF2000 race at 
Silverstone witnessed the _extra- 
ordinary sight of the FF2000 
Hawkes not really being in the hunt 
during the race. The cars of Tiff 
Needell, Geoff Friswell and Stuart 
Baird finished fourth, fifth and sixth 
respectively, which is rather: lower 
than their normal finishing = 
tions. However, the reasons have 
come to light, for all four were 
running with water temperatures 
near the hundred degree mark. Post 
race discussion revealed that the 
engines start losing power over the 
ninety degree mark, hence their 
comparatively unimpressive per- 
formance. 


@ Bill Ben and John Lunn will’ 
debut the ays of Leominster 
Opel Kadett GTE Group 1 car this 
weekend on the Eagle Rally run by 
Newtown and District MC. The 
event is being used as a shakedown 
prior to his son Theo taking over 
with his navigator Bill Pardoe. 


More than a Token effort 


tenths, the Marland Special beating 
the MDS-Ford of O’ Hara. 

Mike Utley, who shared his 
Brabham BT35 with Mike Chapman, 
ended up the bridesmaid by nine 
hundredths of a second. Des 
Richardson’s Sprite was nearly a 
second quicker than John Merrill’s 
Sprite while the Escort battle was 
resolved in favour of Tim Brooke 
who was close on a second quicker 
than Alan Forrest. : 

Everyone had the opportunity of 
three runs, not all took them for. 
various reasons but Ravenscroft was 
always ahead of Speak. 

BTD.: J. Ravenscroft (Token), 39.16s. 

Class winners: S. Chesser (Mini Cooper), 57.34s; 
J.,Casey (Cooper S$), 50.53s; C. Hewardine 
Mustang), 46.81s; T. Carthy (Mini), 48.93s; T. 
rooke ag ke 44.84s; D. Richardson (Midget), 
51.70s; K. Bradshaw (Elan), 49.64s; M. Trewhitt 
gti 48.76s; R. McKee (Ginetta G15), 50.56s; 
. Moran (Jaguar E), 46.74s; B. Prest (Mallock 
U2), 42.23; J. Marland (Marland Special), 49.02s; 
T. Turnbull (Ginetta G12), 45.70s; J. Crows on 
Terrapin), 43.66s; L. Hughes (Motus), 49.20s; M. 
hapman (Brabham BT35), 42.31s; R. Speak 
Chevron B23), 39.58s; W. Bailey (Cooper $. 
3.81s; B. McElroy (MGA), 52.81s. Ladies: Mrs P. 
McKee (Ginetta G15), 32.1; N. Howell (Morgan 
Patterson (Mallock U2), 49.02s Best Lancs & 
Cheshire: R. Sproston (Terrapin), 49.48s. 


Kart’s BID 


A Motus 250 cc kart, owned and 


driven b Larry Hughes of 
Macclesfield, took BTD at the Stock- 
rt MC’s first hillclimb at Baitings 
am last Sunday. On his first run he 
did 31.5s to beat the rest of the field 
by just over 0.5s. 

Rallyman Jim Stanton had an 
eventful day. He rolled his Escort on 
his second run but his first run time 
of 33.8s gave him the class and after 
suitable repairs he drove the Twin 
Cam home. Novice Rob Eckersley 
finished second with his 1.0 Mini 
only 0.8s behind the class winner. 


BTD: L. Hughes (Motus), 31.5s. 

Class winners: J. Stanton (Escort TC), 33.8s; R. 
McKee (Gibetta G15), 32.15; N. Howell (Morgan 
Plus 8), 33.1s; A. Smith (Morgan 4/4), 32.5s; S. 
Beamish (Mini), 33s; B, Machin (Dolomite Sprint), 
33.5s; W. Richmond (Mini), 32.5s. 


@ Having his first outing for 1976 in 
his familiar PW Electrical Controls 
-1150 modsports Sprite at Silver- 
stone last Sunday was Andrew 
Bailey. Despite running in a rebuilt 
engine and recovering from an 


attack of the ‘getting married and’ 


having a new mortgage’ Andrew 
went well and took second in class to. 
Pat Longhurst’s Davrian as well as 
running out of petrol on the last lap! 


Newsum 
beats tie 


Although at least three crews tied 
for the lead at the halfway mark 
having dropped only minutes, Tony 
Newsum and Jack Brader ran out 
clear winners for the second year in 
succession at the end ofthe Hartford 
— Barnard Trophy rally run by the 
Lincoln MC over a 180 mile route in 
Lincolnshire and part of South 
Humberside last Saturday evening. 

Newsum and Brader dropped four 
minutes in their Group One Avenger 
to emerge clear winners over lan 
Johnson and Stuart Rigall. This 
crew had dropped seven minutes in 
the first half and were well out of the 
reckoning but the three litre Capri 
whipped through the second half 
dropping only one minute and they 
finished on eight minutes. 

Besides Newsum, Peter Hether- 
shaw/Howard Wilcox (Mexico) and 
Alan Scoble/Peter Knight (Mazda) 
were level at petrol but Hethershaw 
dropped to finish third overall on ten 
minutes while Scoble ny aon 
late in the second half when he went 
straight on at a T junction and 
retired his bent motor car. 

The fourth and fifth placed crews 
also finished on ten minutes with 
Alan Faulkner/Trevor Faulkner 
bringing their Mexico home on 
furthest/cleanest over Bill 
Gwynne/Howard Morrae in an 
RS2000. 

The leader board was completed 
by John Beaty/Eric Scoffin in an 
Escort on 12m. The Novice crew of 
G. Ashley/K. Storer were seventh in 
their Anglia dropping 14 minutes. 


Championship 
positions 


At the midway stage through the 
season the points (after Mallory 
Park) in the various Mini Challenge 
Championships are as follows: ‘ 


1275GT: 1, Roger Saunders 67; 2, Alan Curnow 
and Malcolm Leggatt 56. _ 

Leyland 1000: 1, lan Briggs 62; 2, Mike Curnow 
61; 3, Phil Spurling. 

wo aay ini 7: 1, Chris Tyrell 62; 2, Graham 
Wenham 61; 3, Graham Woskett 57; 4, Terry 
Pudwell 56. 

Overall Challenge: 1, Saunders 67; 2, Briggs 
vand Tyrrell 62; 3, Wenham and Curnow 61. 

Esso Uniflo special saloon car championship, 
over 1300cc: 1, Tony Dickinson, 22; 2, Colin 
Hawker, 13; 3, Nick niting, Tony Strawson, 9. 
1001cc to 1300cc: 1, Geoff Byman, 15; 2, David 
Carvell, 12; 3, Gerry Gough, 10. 851cc to 1000cc: 
1, Rob Mason, 22; 2, Richard Oliver, 19; 3, Peter 
Cartlidge, 14. Up to 850cc: 1, Mike Kirby; Geoff 
Gilkes, 18; 3, Robert Goodwin, 11. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford champion 
ship: 1, Rick Morris, 36; 2, David Kennedy, 32; 3, 
Derek Daly, 27; 4, Derek Warwick, Kenny Gray, 
23; 6, Mike Blanchet, 22. 


@ Did anyone see anything 
su 8 around the Ashtune camp 
at Mallory on June 26 as they lost a 
Varley battery. comments please to 
David Fletcher on Ashdon (079984) 
306 or 0799 22462. 


@ The ladies of the BMRMC award- 
ed their Dish of the Day award to 
\FF2000 driver Geoff Friswell for 
{being the most friendly driver at 
signing on. 


@ Formule Libre, Supersports, 
Formula Ford, Modsports, special 
saloons and Morgans are catered for 
at the Nottingham Sports Car Club’s 
meeting at Croft on August 1. Secre- 
tary of the meeting is Alan Bragg, 
NSCC Ltd, 1 Fisher Lane, Bingham, 
tel: Bingham 38664. 
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Birley 
excluded 


After dominating production saloon 
car racing of late, Rod Birley has 
finally met his match in the RAC. 
After being excluded from the Radio 
One production saloon car events 
over the Spring Bank holiday at 
Brands and metterton, Birley 
appealed against the decision by the 
stewards to exclude his Capri from 
points dueto it's 3.22:1 axle ratio. 

His appeal was heard last 
Thursday by the RAC and they up- 
held the decision of the stewards; 
Birley now loses his points and his 
appeal fee. 


Useful local 
knowledge 


Last weekend’s Associated Tyre 
Specialists Rally, run by Car- 
marthen MC was fast and furious 
and local knowledge paid handsome 
dividends with members of the Teifi 
Valley club taking first and second 
places. 

Current leader of the Welsh Road 
Rally Championship Howard Davies 
finished third and added to his 
slender lead in the series as none of 
his nearest rivals featured. 

Sixty crews turned out for the 130 
mile event which was run without 
rain. There were 30 time controls and 
a selective in the first half. 

From the start the pace was fast 
and furious with Eric Davies and 
David Jones heading the field and 
just taking BTD on the selective. 

or most of the night they was 
‘hounded by Gwyndaf Evans and 
Martin Thomas who finished second. 

Davies and Jones returned with 
8m 3s penalties in their Escort 1800 
to beat Evans/Thomas (RS2000) by 
lm 15s while Howard Davies, part- 
nered by Phil Jones (RS2000) were 
third on 11m 0s. 

Best of the ‘foreigners’ was Mick 
Briant who managed fourth spot in 
an RS1800 along with Dave Kirk- 
ham. They dropped 11m 52s while 
Ted Cowell and Colin Francis 
(RS2000) were a steady fifth on 12m 
87s. The leaderboard was completed 
“| Mike Pattison and David Taylor 
(RS2000), on 12m 51s. 

The best semi-expert crew of Mike 
Terry/Mark Terry managed twelfth 
in their Mexico on 21m 27s, a credit- 
able performance and they won their 
class by more than two and a half 
minutes. 


Aintree’s 
marshal plea 


Aintree are making a plea again for 
marshals to officiate at the circuit as 
it is now certain to get its track 
licence soon. Work is progressing 
well, and all those who have helped in 
getting the track ready are thanked 
in particular by Aintree Circuit Club. 
The meetings on July 3, July 24, 
August 21, August Bank Holiday 
| and September 25 are all expected to 
take place, so available marshals 
should contact the chief marshal, 
F, E. Myerscough, 53 Nook Rise, 
Liverpool 15, tel: 051 722 8726. 


AUTOSPORT, JULY 8, 1976 


Stringer 
beats off the 


i. B 
| 


invaders 


Despite the challenge of a 16 strong 
contingent from northern and south- 
ern Ireland, an Englishman still 
managed to collect BTD at the 
Cumberland Sporting Car Club’s 
event on June 29, again held on the 
large car park at the Pirelli company 
premises in Carlisle. 

Making a round trip of more than 
800 miles Steve Stringer took his 
Lotus 7 to an exciting win with a 
total time of 344.0s holding off a 
challenge from Harold Hagen from 
the North and Alan Murray from 

ire. 

Murray, in his 1275 GT, would 
have won but for making a mistake 
on the last test but he still won his 
class by 25s from William Ruther- 
ford from N. Ireland in a similar car. 
Best of the home side was Paul Swift 
who took third six seconds down. 

Hagen in his Midget, finished 
seven seconds to the good over Scot- 
land’s Grainger Robertson with Lee 


Lucas, from Belfast trailing third 


with his Buggy. 

BTD: S. Stringer (Lotus 7), 344.0secs. 

Class winners: A. Murray eye GT), 350.4s; L. 
Dallas (Datsun Cherry), 404 8s; J. Calton wero: 
408.6; H. Hagen idget), 347.2s; F. Kerr 
(Cannon), 406.4s. Novice: C. Langan (Sprite), 
pe a Ladies: Mrs C. Wibberley (1275 G 


Tim Brise’s 


Capacity win 


Prescott hill climb had its first taste 
of rallying last Saturday when the 
Bugatti Owners’ Club allowed the 
famous hill to be used as a stage on 
the Cheltenham MC’s clubmans 
stages rally. The course was used 
twice in quick succession, cars being 
let loose at 30 second intervals. 

In a grand mixture of stages, 12 in 
all, the rally visited the Little 
Rissington airfield where a six mile 
stage ended up on part of the airfield 
proper while Cheltenham race course 
was used three times. 

The event, sponsored by Esso Uni-: 
flo, resulted m an unusual situation 
with two crews totalling the same 
penalties. The tie was resolved on 
engine capacity and this gave vic- 
tory to Tim Brise, brother of the late 
Grand Prix driver who, navigated by 
Mike Greasley, took their RS2000 
round with 622 penalties. 

The Firenza of Derek and Terry 
Evans was second and they were 
well ahead of third pla Mike 
Warner and Pete Knowles in a Capri 
who had 668 penalties. 

Escort RS2000s filled the next 
three places with Grant Edwards 
and John Savage fourth on 721 
Penaltics, Ron Aiken/Terry Aunn 

ifth on 735 penalties and Terry 

Wilmot/Alan Edwards sixth on 752 
poteliees Sir Peter Moon, on whose 
and one of the stages was run, was 
seventh in a Carrera which he is. 
reported to have bought for the 
event. He totalled 760 penalties. 

Ron Aiken took a special award for 
the highest leap over the yump on 
the racecourse and was said to have 
been 3ft higher than the gatepost at 
his best! 

Best Cheltenham club crew were 
M. Miles and R. Turley in a Mexico 
and the Ladies award went to Miss 
Jackie Smith and Freda Brake in a 
Fiat 127. 
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John Anderson’s 7.4 Manta lead. 
setting a Swedish record in the process. 


s away Phil Elson’s 6.4 Chrysler, Anderson 


sports extra 


Herridge’s sort-out 


With two Swedish funny cars added 
to the six UK entries at Santa Pod 
over the weekend, some first class 
racing was promised — and backed 
up with qualifying times that had 

ive Skilton quickest on average 
with a 6.9s time in front of Allan 
Herridge at 6.99s. John Anderson 
made a historic 6.9s run at 205mph 
in his Chevy-powered funny, 
Sweden’s first run under the seven- 
second mark, and the first by a 
Chevy-powered car in Europe, at 
that. 

But the first round was subject to 
the usual upsets, with first hot 
favourite Skiton breaking his axle 
as he unleashed his Donovan — giv- 
ing Dave Stone yet another lucky 
break in the Chevy Stardust at 
7.58. The next upset came when 
Anderson red-lit away an almost cer- 
tain win to Phil Elson’s 392 Capri at 
9.19s. Bjorn Carlsson then faced 
Allan Herridge for his country’s 
remain chance, but was out- 
powered by the fearsome Vega as it 
performed another wild run all over 
the strip — but still clocking 7.3s to 
win. Lastly, poor Owen Hayward fell 
to Dennis Priddle when his bottom 
blower-pulley came loose, forcing 
him to shut off and leave Dennis a 
casual 7.2s winner. 

Stone took a predictable win over 
Elson in the semi-final, 8.2s to 9.3s, 
and then all eyes turned to the best 
match of the day, Priddle and Herr- 
idge, who had yet to find the true 
pera) of the sleek Vega. With its 

istory of erratic handling, it could 
well have gone to Priddle, but this 
time Allan had it pointed straight all 
the way and clocked a blistering 
6.63s to 7.12s, only 0.038 off Hay- 
ward's class record, which is sure to 
fall before long. In the final run, odds 
were again on Herridge, but both 
cars laid down the most fantastic 
burn-out disappearing into the 
smoke as they rolled to a stop. The 
run itself was a slow one, as Herridge 
led, then slowed with what looked 
like a fuel leak — but Stone had also 


. slowed, and rolled through just after 


Herridge! 

The Pro Comp class had a full 
eight entries, with some very fast 
runs from the almost exclusively 
dragster class. Lone outsider was 
Swede Ben Homgren in his blown 
Chevy altered, which clocked a 
strong 7.76s to beat Martin Rowat’s 
creditable 8.03s from his injected 
354 Chevry rail. Mike Hall made 
short work of Pat Cuss: 7.76s to 9.66, 
while Jim Read ran an 8.2s to put out 


Liz Burn’s Donovan-powered car at 
9.1s, while rounding out the first 
round, Gerry Andrews had a solo run 
when Barrie Young lost fire in his 
injected Pontiac — so that all four 
semi-finalists were in with 7-second 
tential, and as it turned out only 
im Read failed to make it with a 
losing 8.06s to Gerry Andrews’s 
7.38/188mph winning charge. Mike 
Hall just manenes to put away 
Homgren’s fast altered with a 7.77s/- 
175mph to 7.78s at 176mph — close! 
The final was a classic Chevrolet v 
Chrysler match, with Hall only 
losing in the closing yards: 7.29s/- 
180mph to 7.72s/1 epee 
The Senior Comp class had only 
three entries, with Anders Lantz’s 
immaculate injected Chev/T against 
Dave e’s similar mount and 
Barry Sheavill’s Pontiac/Austin, 
who fell to Page. With both finalists 
running near-identical cars, Lantz’s 
version oyu, had some more 
horsepower inside somewhere, for 
Geapite a good hole-shot, Page fell 
back to lose, 9.4s to 8.67s. 
In Middle, closely fought yet 
again, ten second runs abounded, 


_ with Stripteaser going out early as 


more and more of the competition 
gets the measure of the previously 
ominant car. Finally, it boiled down 
to Jason Smith (Pontiac/Ford) and 
Sue Coles in her Chev/T, both well 
into the tens, and it was Smith away 
first in his big tall Ford. But Sue 
Coles’s famous top end told in the 
end as she hit 136mph in 10.6s to 
10.9s for the Pontiac. 

With the weather just starting to 
cool down, the capacity crowd had 
little to complain about all day, with 
excellent racing. 


@ After the May 29/30 rallycross 
meeting at Long Marston, Richard 
Painton was reported to the RAC for 
reckless driving, and last week, when 
the RAC tribunal convened, he was 
severely reprimanded for his efforts. 


@ High cash awards are the rewards 
for success in the Hartlepool and 
District MC’s John S. Rae Prom 
autotest on August 8, a round of the 
BTRDA an RAC autotest 
championships. The cash comes 
from local Audi-NSU dealer and 
former autotest driver Rae and £20 
goes to the first overall, this being 
the highest money awarded in any 
championship round so far. Regs are 
available from C. Langan, 12 Thorn- 
ville Road, Hartlepool, Cleveland 
TS26 8DY, tel: Hartlepool 5615. 
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sports ¢xtra is Weekend sport 
Midlanders challenged 


Southern and south west drivers 
withstood a_ strong Midland 
challenge to win three of the main 
classes on a very dusty course near 
Exeter last Sunday when the 
BTRDA Autocross Championship 
again visited that part of the world. 

Dave Blaber came from behind to 
clinch the over 1 litre class from 
Terry Smith, Peter Maslin and 
Trevor Smith demoted front runnin 
Frank Morris in the 1 litre class an 
David Paul pedalled his Imp rapidly 
to vanquish the once again troubled 
VW of Brian Betteridge. 

On a tight 650 yds course, Terry 
Smith led for B for the greater 
part of the day but Blaber found 
nearly a second on his second outin 
to go into the lead overall but Nic 
Seymour got the Volnik through for 
a time and his unchallenged 74.9s 
gave him another comfortable win. 

Continuing his recent run of 
success, Philip Wilson took the 
870cc Mini class by a very handsome 
two seconds with Ivan Gill and Jeff 
Hawkins scrapping for the places 
and Clive Trueman had his revenge 
with his Escort over Bob Mack's 
Anglia in the next class winning by 
over a second. 

Rob Gibson’s Sprite was always in 
complete command of the sports car 
class and David Paull got his Imp 
round a tenth of a second quicker 
than Brian Betteridge’s VW which 
again had oil seal trouble. 

One of several drivers to be 
Ehowe with drive shaft problems, 

orris was three tenths slower than 
Trevor Smith in the 1 litre Mini class 


Success for 
Morris and 
Wilsons 


Although conditions were by no 
means ideal, three new class records 
were established at the Pembroke 
MC’s Sprint at Talbenny airfield 
near Haverfordwest last Sunday. 
Tom Wood and Neal Johnstone, 
both from the Midlands, cracked 
their own three months old previous 
best in the two special saloon classes 
and John Morgan sliced three 
seconds off the big capacity saloon 
category, though in fairness the old 
record was not really respresentative. 

Taking time off from farming the 
Morris brothers, David and Bill, 
shared their usual Ensign to BTD 
and a class win though David’s BTD 
of 92.28s was two seconds slower 
than his own record. 

In the 1 litre special saloons, John- 
stone clipped just over a tenth off his 
record with his 1.0 Mini Cooper to 
record 102.12s while W was 

articularly pleased to get his 1.3 
ini round in 99.68s, the first timea 
sub 100s run had been achieved by a 
car of this capacity. Morgan’s E 
Type did 103.32s for the third record 
and in doing so he pipped the effer- 
vescent Dave Preece in the DB4 
Aston by more than a second. 

The Wilson brothers, John and 
Brian, did their own things with the 
Mallock U2 fitted with a 1300 engine 
in the clubmans sports class, John 
beating Brian by 0.38s. 


BTD: D. Morris (Ensien), 92.23s. 
Class winners: M. Davies (Anglia), 103.94s; K. 
Lewis (Mini), 114.37s; P. Wakion part 
108.12s; T. Ward (Mini), 99.68s (record) J. 
morgen (Jag E), -103.32s i » E. Preece 


lectron), 102.69s; J. Wilson (Mallock U2), 
3.11s; W. Morris (Ensign), 94.99s. 
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Nick Seymour — BTD. 


and his time was bettered by 
Maslin who caught everyone by 
surprise. 

With Dimi Mavropoulos never 
able to get his Escort BDA ‘on the 
cam’, Tony Merridale had a comfort- 
able class win with his Escort and 
the once again popular rally car class 
ended in a narrow win for Tony 
Criddle’s Escort just beating Dave 
Newland’s 1275 GT. 


BTD: N. Seymour (Voinik), 74.9s. 
Class winners: D. Pitcher (BMW), 93.2s; P. 
Wilson (Mini), 81.2s; C. Trueman (Escort), 81.85; 
R. Gibson (Sprite), 79.6s; D. Paull (Imp), 80.8s; P. 
Maslin (Mini), 79.9s; T. Merridale (Escort), 79.8s; 
D. Blaber (Mini), 78.0s; T. Criddle (Escort), 86.4s. 


Clubmans 
French entries 


The ambitious Clubmans drivers 
visit Nogaro this weekend with the 
help of computer manufacturers 

erry Univac who also sponsor 

rian Green. The Clubmans outing, 
masterminded by Peter Evans of the 
Register and Nicole Cooke, wife of 
Peter Cooke, is one that has taken 
considerable planning but receives 
the full backing of Nogaro who 
expect to havetherace televised. 

Among the drivers making the trip 
are Vernon Davies, reighton 
Brown, Peter Cooke, Richard 
Mallock, Richard Groombridge, 
Frank Sytner (making a Clubmans 
return in the Hageepeed), Steve 
Russell, Chris Greville-Smith, David 
Manley, Nick Adams, Martin White, 
Ruari Gilles (in Andy Diamond’s new 
creation), Brian Green, Stuart Glass 
or Peter Deal, Sid Marler, David 
Orbell and Alan White. 


A Cox and 
the Ministry of 
Labour 


Ken Haywood’s Cox GTM was badly 
damaged in an unusual accident on 
the way to the Pembroke Sprint on 
Saturday. It was being towed behind 
Dave Preece’s coach when it broke 
its lashings on the trailer on a steep 
hill in the centre of Haverfordwest 
and careered into the front of the 
Ministry of Labour building. Hay- 
wood was not without a drive for he 
shared Preece’s DB4 on the day. 


OULTON PARK 


Eight races comprise the BARC’s 
meeting at Oulton this Saturday, 
where the undoubted star race is the 
BP Formula 3 qualifying round over 
20 laps. Formula 3 has really picked 
up of late, and there will be 27 cars 
fighting for 24 places on the grid at 
Oulton. All the usual contenders are 
there including Stephen South, Tony 
Dron, Rupert Keegan, Ian Flux, 
Bruno Giacomelli, Mike Young and 
Willi Siller, while major newcomers 
include Geoffrey Brabham in a Ralt, 
Dick Parsons again in the Unipart 
entered Anson, Paul Bernasconi in a 
Ralt, Geoff Lees in the Rob Roy 
mons D. J. Bond Chevron B34, 
and Tiff Needell’s long awaited F3 
debut in the Safir. It should be a 
very fine race. 

Perhaps equally interesting will be 
that never ending struggle for For- 
mula Ford honours, in this case a 
DJM qualifying round. There are 
two heats and a final, and among the 
name entries are Geoff Smailes, Jim 
Walsh, Frank Bayes, Rick Morris 
and Rod Bremner .... but they’ll all 
have to beat Derek Warwick. A full 
grid of Formula 1300s have 15 laps, 
as do the two Forward Trust special 
saloon car champi —. rounds, 
where Ginger Marsh , Geoff 
Gilkes, Nick Whiting and Phil 
Winter look likely winners. A rather 
weak Formule Libre race rounds off 
an otherwise promising afternoon, 
which starts at 2pm. 


SILVERSTONE 


This weekend’s St John Horsfall 
meeting is really going to be one to 
remember with excellent entries for 
each of the nine races. It’s also the 
first International club race with 
consequent entries from France, 
Holland and Germany in the Inter- 
national Coopers (Metals) Ltd. 
sponsored historic car race for single 
seater and sports racing cars. 

Race one is sponsored by Robin 
Hamilton and is a Jaguar v Ferrariv 
Aston Martin challenge race, with a 
really superb field from each marque 
including JCB’s Ferrari 512 and 
Michael Vernon’s 312 P/B. Take the 
Breadvan, a Ferrari Boxer, Neil 
Corner’s Aston DBR4, Mike Salmon 
in Project 212 and David Barber in 
the original Jaguar SS100 single 
seater and it’s already an exciting 


entry. 

The St John Horsfall itself is for 19 
superb pre-war Astons and should 
feature a fight between the Le Mans 
and Ulster models. The superb 
Cooper Metals entry includes many 
Listers, Maseratis and Cooper 
Bristols, with the Lister Jaguars of 
the Renault brothers from France, 
Bruce Halford, Bobby Bell, Robert 


Cooper, the Maserati 250Fs of Dan 
Marguiles, Neil Corner (or DBR4), 
Cameron Millar, Hon Patrick 
Lindsay and the Coopers of Richard 
Pilkington, Nigel Clarkson, David 
Vine, and Peter van Rossem while 
there are ERAs for Christopher 
Mann and Martin Morris. 
The Selkirk Metalbestos field 
includes more ERAs, many of the 
re-war Astons and a number of 
entleys — Brooklands at Silver- 
stone. There are rounds of both the 
Oldham and Crowther Thorough- 
bred sports cars championship and 
the Monsieur Rochas Classic Car 
series with all the usual entries. 
Cheylesmore Garages sponsor an 
Astons only race which should be 
very fine entertainment with all 
sorts of versions of the famous 
marque. Notforsaking all these, 
there’s a superb Goddard and Smith 
trophy race for sports and GT cars 
where Jeremy Lord takes to the 
tracks again in the Minilite Lola 
T280 but he has considerable com- 
etition in the form of a Porsche 917 
in the hands of Chris Craft, GT40s 
for Michael Salmon and Woody 
Harris among others, the Ferrari 312 
P/B again, and also two Lola T70s 
and finally, Chris Stewart in Kod 
Leach’s Alfa Romeo Tipo 33. This 
fine AMOC organised meeting starts 
at 2pm. 


CASTLE COMBE 


Would you believe 110 Formula 
Fords at Castle Combe, and the Tour 


of Britain, and supporting races? 
What a day for the BRSCC’s South 
Western Centre for the Tour of 


Britain races start at the Wiltshire 
circuit from ten in the morning to 
midday and then there are two heats 
and a final for the Dunlop Novices 
Stars of Tommorrow with all the 
championship leaders, followed_b 
two heats and a final for the BRSC' 
(SW) championship. Other races 
include a round of the centre’s 
special saloon car championship 
where Vince Woodman shows his 
Cologne oy to his West Country 
neighbours for the first time and also 
a Euro Burgess production sports 
car championship round where Valli 
should be good value in this hot 
weather both in her Biba Fl 
and out of it. The team Burgess 
TVRs will be trying to knock Chris 
Meek off his pedestal and there are 
seven Morgans. This part of the 
action starts at 2.15pm. 


VALENCE 


Once again there is a very varied 
entry for the Valence School’s hill- 
climb off the A25 just east of 
Westerham, Kent this Saturday. 


Hay fever sufferer? Bobby Scott visits the straw bales at Brands on Sunday. 
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RENEE Weckend sport 


Entries have had to be turned down 
at the rate of one in three, so the very 
best will be among the 100 at the 712 
yard hill. Among the cars expected 
to be there are Doctor Roger 
Willoughby’s Techcraft-Buick, an 
8.0 Bentley, a Singer Le Mans, and 
three 5} litre ‘Aled. Practising 
starts at 9am and competitive 
climbs at 2pm. Organisation is in the 
hands of the Sevenoaks and District 
Motor Club. 


MALLORY PARK 


The BRSCC’s Midland Centre 
organise what could be one of the 
most varied days out at any circuit 
for some time. What with Indy- 
lantic’s racing and ambitiously 
exciting promotions, the Texaco 
Tour of Britain, and the hectic world 
of Townsend Thoresen Formula 
Ford, it should be a day to 
remember. 

Indylantic comes up with a new 
system of qualifying for the final 
with three mini-heats with a rolling 
start before their main 38 lap race. 
This system replaces the qualifying 
Indy-style but means more racing 
for the spectators and the competi- 
tors. There are twenty entries at this 
stage, the most exciting of which is 
Patrick Neve who joins Tony Rouff 
in the Netherton and Worth/Boxer 
Cars team. Their main rival will un- 
doubtedly be Ted Wentz in the Swan 
pao Lola but other likely lads 
include Bob Brown in a Chevron, 
Derek Cook’s similar car, Peter 
Wardle and Steve Carvill in Surtees 
and Phil Dowsett and Jeremy 
Rossiter also in Chevrons. 

Among Indylantic’s promotions 
are a raffle with prizes of trips to the 
German and Italian GPs plus bottles 
of Moet et Chandon, helicopter rides, 
Stirling Moss in the pace car and 
Phil eeson demonstrating the 
Jaeger Pitts aeroplane. 

Apart from that lot, there are 


International e 


Date Venue 
July 9/11 Britain 
July 10 Watkins Glen, USA 
July 11 Watkins Glen, USA 
July 11 Mugello, Italy 
July 11 Nurburgring, Germany 
July 11 Djurslandring, Denmark 
July 11/13 Poland 
British events 
Date Venue 
July 9.1 Post House, Great Barr, 
Birmingham 
July 10 Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, 
Cheshire 
July 10 Castle Combe, nr Chippenham, 
Wilts 
July 10 Silverstone, nr Towcester, 
Northants 
July 10 Shelsley Walsh, Worcester 
July 10 Valence School, Westerham, 
ent 
July 10 Wardneuk Filling Station, 
Kilmarnock (MR70/437402) 
July 10 Hawkdon, Bury St Edmonds, 
Suffolk (MR155/80245253) 
July 10 Gameston Airfield (MR120M/ 
7033766) 
July 11 Cadwell Park, nr Louth, 
Lincs 
July 11 Mallory Park, Kirkby Mallory, 
Leicester 
July 11 Croft, Darlington, Co Durham 
July 11 Lydden Hill, Lydden Village, 
Kent 
July 11 Knockhill, Fife, Dunfermline, 
Scotland 
July 11 Shelsley Walsh, Worcester 
July 11 Baitings Dam 
July 11 Goodwood, Chichester 
July 11 Curborough, nr Lichfield 
July 11 St Eval, Cornwall 
July 11 North Weald 


July 11 


July 11 
July 11 
July 11 
» July 11 
July 11 


Springfield Farm, Little 
Harwood, Bletchley 

Writtle, Essex 

Camperdown Park 

Hartshead Moor Service Stn. 

Hartlepool Promenade Arena 
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Weavers Down (MR 169/809.314) 


rounds of the Townsend Thoresen 
Formula Ford championship and the 
Debenhams Escort series. The latter 
loses some of its more regular com- 
petitors to the Tour which visits the 
circuit during the afternoon, but 
Wayne Wainwright will eee 
come up against Neil McGrath, 
Geoff Evans and Pete King among 
others. 

And then there are three heats and 
a final of Townsend Thoresen 
Formula Fords ... David Kennedy, 
John Village, Rod Bremner, Mike 
Blanchet, Matthew Argenti, Trevor 
van Rooyen, Derek Daly, Derek 
Warwick, Rick Morris, John Bright, 
Mario Ferraris Neto, David Lang, 
Geoff Smailes, Kenny Gray, Jim 
Walsh... . 

Practice starts at 9.30 am, the 
Indylantic qualifying heats are at 
12.50pm, and the Tour arrives 
around 3.30pm. 


‘ KNOCKHILL 


Just four classes of racing are in- 
volved at Knockhill this Sunday in 
the Radio Forth Trophy meeting 
where naturally ented production 
saloons will be primary on the grid. 
However, the special saloon grid, 
with both Doug Niven and Bill 
Dryden starring, will be of impor- 
tance. Then there’s the usual bunch 
of Formula Fords which make 
racing as ever, Georges Mundell and 
Franchitti starring, and finally, a 

ibre event should see an interestin 
confrontation between the Scottish 
Libre specialists. 

Tt all starts at 1.30pm at this 
Lanarkshire Car Club organised 
meeting. 


CADWELL PARK 


The BARC organise a pleasant little 
club meeting up at the hilly Lincoln- 
shire curcuit this weekend with 
rounds of their own Modsports 


vents 


Event 
Texaco Tour of Britain 


Watkins Glen 6 Hours — World Championship 


of Makes round 7 


American F5000 Championship round 3 
European Championship for F2 Drivers round 9 
Ewropesn Championship for Touring Cars round 6 


Polish Rally — European Rally Championship 


for Drivers 


‘ood . 


championship, and those for gs om 
Vee, carmen Formula 4, Mini 
1000, Seven and the Oceanair Club- 
mans series. John Morrison again 
has opposition from Ronnie Grant, 
Mike Catlow and Olly Hollamby in 
the SuperVee round, while Mono- 
poste aces should include Allan 
aillie and David Coombs and the 
Mini rounds should be very hotl: 
contested. Clubmans entries include 
Alex Ferrada, Guy Woodward and 
Peter Clark, while the BARC 
Northern Centre have a round of 
their Formula Ford championship. 
Racing itself starts at 2pm. 


CROFT 


The BRSCC Northern centre 
organise a six-race meeting at Croft 
on Sunday where principal races 
include rounds of the Direct Tapes 
Production sports car champions ip 
and the Leyland Cars National Mini 
1275 GT series, both of which should 
sity considerable entertainment. 

e Tate Trophy Formula Ford 
entry will be as good as ever as will 
the Troy Tire and Auto’ Centre 
special saloon car round. There’s also 
a _BRSCC Northern centre 
modsports and clubmans round 
while the programme is completed 
by a Libre race with the usual 
regulars. 

acing starts at 2pm. 


LYDDEN 


The South Eastern Centre of the 
BARC have a record 99 entries for 
their meeting at the Dover circuit 
this Sunday where the main race will 
be the Lydden/Marchant and Cox 
Formula Ford championship. Tony 
Halliwell currently leads this series 
with 54 points, but Wil Arif (33) and 
Paul Sleeman (28) will by trying to 
catch up. Among the other races are 
those for Clubmans, Formule Libre, 
Modsports, special saloons and two 


Dunlop Star of Tomorrow 


races for the ever numerous 750 
Formula. 

Practising starts at 12.30 pm with 
racing at 2 pm. 


SHELSLEY WALSH 


One of the highlights of the Guyson/ 
BARC Hill Climb Championship 
comes up on Sunday, July, 11 when 
the Championship pays its first ever 
visit to the longest established hill 
climb of them all, the Midland AC’s 
Worcestershire venue, Shelsley 
Walsh. No less than 90 P pomang sot, 
entrants had to be turned away from 
this oversubscribed meeting but all 
the major contenders will be present. 

This is the eighth round of the 
emapioesthy ane since leader Russ 
Ward (John Brown Motors Austin 
Healey Sprite) has scored marks in 
all the previous seven he has to 
make a climb within 1.55s of his 
current class record to score any 
marks at all. His pursuers, led by 
Mini-Cooper S driver John Meredith, 
have no marks to drop at this stage 
and will be out to cloes the gap 
dramatically on Russ. Alister 
Douglas-Osborn (yet another hill 
record for him?) has opened out a 
definite lead in the subsidiary 
oe fos ay ne BTD Awards series 
and the Motosail (Jersey) Pilbeam- 
Cosworth DF'V driver now lies sixth 
in the main Chemplonstiin. 

The Guyson/BARC round forms 
the culmination of a potentially 
superb weekend which has 
additional support from Newton Oils 
and faned Lubricants. The 

revious day, Saturday, July. 10 
eatures a ees event for 70 
Vintage and Historic cars under the 
re of the Vintage SCC, but 
with the added attraction of 20 of the 


fastest modern single-seaters and 
sports-racing cars. Saturday’s event 
begins at 2.30pm and the Guyson/ 
BARC action on Sunday commences 
at 2.00pm. 


F3, FF1600, F1300, F Libre, Special Saloons, 
S 


cial Saloons, 
F1600, Euro-Burgess 


Southern a Production Sports 
Race Meeting — Historic Racing and 


entral Erne MC & Speed Championship 


FF1600 BARC (NC) Championship, Super Vee, Monoposto, 
F4, Mini 1000, Mini 7 Challenge, Clubmans Oceanair Modsports 


Indylantic Rh Townsend Thoresen FF1600, BRSCC Debenhams 


nee National Mini 
1275 GT Challenge, Tate Trophy FF1600, Troy Tire 
RSCC (NC) Modsports, BRSCC F Libre 
Lydden/Marchant & Cox FF1600, 750 Formula, Modsports 

Special Saloons, Clubmans, F Libre 
Radio Forth Trophy Meetin Tey Saloons, 

ibre 

Newton Oil Trophy Meeting — Guyson/BARC Championship 


Saloons, Production Sports, Special GT's, Racing Cars 


Charville Autocross — LCAMC/RAC/BTRDA Championship 
BTRDA Clubmans Autocross Championship 


Event Status Club Details 
Texaco Tour INT BRSCC Rally/Race Event 
Ran ‘hdeotn R BARC (NW) 
ce Meetin, 13.30 
. . Production Saloon 
Race Meeting R BRSCC (SW) 14.15 et (Sw) FF 1600, BRSCC (SW) S 
Race Meeting R AMOC 14.00 St. John Horsfa 
Sports Cars J 
Hillclimb cP MAC/VSCC 14.30 Concours foe» apa for Riley Nines 
Hillclimb R Sevenoaks & DMC 14.00 Association of 
Welsh Association M 
Rally Scottish Sporting CC 00.01 Central Tyre Caladonia Rally 
Autocross R West Suffolk CC 13.30 BTRDA & RAC Championship 
Special Stage ~ Sheffield MC 10.30 
Practice Day 
Race Meeting BARC 14.00 
Race Meeting ¢ BRSCC (MC) 14.00 
Escort Challenge 
Race Meeting R BRSCC (NC) 14.00 Direct Tapes Production Sports, 
Special Saloons, 
Race Meeting R BARC (SE) 14.00 
Race Meeting N Lothian CC 13.30 
Production Sports, FF1600, 
Hillclimb R MAC 14.00 
Hillclimb cP MG CC (N _ 
Speedtrial R MG me ) 13.30 
Sprint R SUNBA - 
Sprint Cc Newquay _ — 
Sprint Cc Harrow CC - 
Autocross R EMI MC - 
Autocross R Chelmsford MC - 
Autocross R 750 MC (Scot) — = : ? 
Autotest R Airdale & Pennine MC 10.30 BTRDA/RAC Autotest Championship 
Autotest c Hartlepool & DMC 10.30 eal 
PCT R Crane Valley MC Hazell Memorial Trophy trial 


Secretaries of the Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae, 


Autosport Editonal, Haymarket Publishing Ltd., Regent House, 54/62 Regent Street, London W1A 2YJ 
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pecs Ifwe hadnit made an oil fee ric ere couldrit 


The man in our picture is Eric Coleman. 


The vehicle is his 140 feet long road train. 


Fully loaded, it weighs 75 tons. 

Eric has to drive it back and forth across 
some of the toughest, most rugged country in 
Australia. 

It’s unbearably hot, dusty, and many of 
the roads are no more than dirt tracks. 

Protecting his engine is a tough job. But 
BP have the answer. 


We've developed a special oil for extreme 


conditions like these, which gives his 
engine complete protection. In spite of 
the dust. And the heat. 

As a major international company, 
we at BP solve difficult problems like 
this, all over the world. 

Over the years we've produced 


_ have made an oil for you. 


oils for engines that work in deserts. Frozen 
Arctic wastes. Steaming swampland. You 
name it. BP have been there. 

And this is where your car comes in. 

All the research and experience that 
have gone into making oils for vehicles like 
Eric Coleman's, have helped us make the 
right oil for your car: 

Super Visco-Static. 

An oil that, even in today’s motoring 
conditions, protects your engine more 


ou efficiently than ever before. 


Use Super Visco-Static. The oil 
that contains one very special extra 
ingredient: 

Know-how. 

BP SuperVisco-Static. 

We made it the hard way. 


